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AN APOLOGY ABOUT 
FOREWORD 

I owe an explanation to the readers of this 
book about the foreword. I approached Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya personally at Allahabad in 
this connection; but unfortunately he was at that 
time confined to his sick-bed. The revered Pandit 
was so frail and weak that he could speak only with 
great effort. When I presented to him a copy of 
the book and requested him to honour me with his 
foreword he said in a faint voice: 

Do you know how much love and respect I 
cherish in my heart for Master Tara Singh ? I would 
most gladly like to contribute a foreword to his 
biography, but you know it is physically impossible 
for me to do that " 

He, however, added that as soon as there was 
some improvement in his health and he could sir 
and write, he would send the foreword to me. 

About ten days after my arrival I received a 
telegram stating that Panditji's condition had shown 
no improvement and hence he was unable to con- 
tnb ute the foreword. 

The author shares the disappointment of the 
readers. But although, Panditji has not been able 
to write anything, the high tribute paid by him to 
Master Tara Singh in the course of his talks with 
the author leaves little else to be desired. 



> 



Lahore : 

10th May, 1942, 



DURLAB SINGH 




During the past century never had such a dyna- 
mic personality appeared at the helm of the Sikh 
politics as Master Tara Singh, the subject of the 
present publication. For over seven decades after 
the fall of the Punjab the leadership of the com- 
munity had remained in the hands of a few chiefs 
and titled gentlemen and loyalty to the British 
Crown was the chief lesson that had been repeatedly 
taught to the Sikhs for such a long time 

We cannot say what place had the future 
historian given to the great community of Guru 
Gobind Singh had not the Akalis appeared on the 
scene of the Punjab politics. The Akali movement 
ushered in a new dawn in the Sikh world. The slogan 
of loyalty was replaced by that of independence and 
freedom and the Sikhs realized their duty towards 
their community and the country. 

Master Tara Singh's contributions in all spheres 
of activities in his own community or in India's 
fight for freedom are perhaps unique. He has served 
the Sikh Panth and the Indian nation as no Sikh had 
done before. 

An attempt has been made in the following 
pages to give an insight into the life and activities of 
this great man. As far as possible I have tried to 
present an impartial view of the Sikh politics since 
1926 yet I would be grateful if suggestions are 
received for the next edition. 
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One thing more which I would like to mention 
is that the book was written and printed under 
heavy stress of time* The work was undertaken in 
the first week of February and it was greatly desired 
and as a matter of fact it lay in the interests of the 
publishers that the book should be out in the fourth 
week of March at the occasion of the third All-India 
Akali Conference to be held in the Lyallpur Dis- 
trict under the presidentship of Master Tara Singh. 
Moreover the English edition as well as its Punjabi 
version were written and printed simultaneously 
within the six weeks that I had at my disposal. 
Naturally a single soul could not pay due attention to 
the numerous responsibilities involved in the work. 
I will therefore ask my readers to kindly appreciate 
my difficulties and overlook if the printer's devil 
appear anywhere. 

My respectful thanks are due to Giani 
Kartar Singh, M.L.A., the devoted admirer of 
Master Tara Singh, but for whose many-sided assist- 
ance this biography could not have seen the light of 
the day Professor Gurbachan Singh of the Sikh 
National College, Lahore, has always been good to 
me and I must therefore express my deep sense of 
gratitude for the literary assistance he has been ren- 
dering from time to time. 

Last and by no means the least I tbank Sardar 
Sawan Singh whose good wishes had always been 
with me. 



Lahore : 

10th May, 1942. 



DURLAB SINGH 
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CHAPTER I 
The Boy Nanak Chand 

Abraham Lincoln rose from the log cabin to the 
White House. James Garfield similarly climbed to 
his exalted position from a very low level. J. H. 
i Thomas, Colonial Secretary in the Baldwin cabinet, 
also had a humble start. From the position of a 
mere locomotive fireman he rose to occupy the 
ministerial chair of the United Kingdom. 

A more careful research is sure to reveal many 
more such instances in the history of civilised, inde- 
pendent and advanced countries when people coming 
from almost insignificance rose to the positions of 
power and responsibility and made names for them- 
selves in the political, social or academic fields but 
hardly can we find any such instance in India when 
the son of a clerk, patwari or mason rose to such 
prominence, howsoever intelligent and hardworking 
he might be. 

This backwardness, as we should call it, is not 
because there is any defect in the land which gave 
birth to them or that there is any fault in the splen- 
did inheritance to which they belong but it is "the 
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dead weight of British administration 11 according 
to poet Tagore that 11 India remained at the very 
bottom static in her utter helplessness/* And more 
so it is in the interest and safety of the rulers that 
the chances of mental, moral or political growth of 
Indians are not allowed to grow with the growth of 
civilization. 

We have got a large number of men in this 
country no doubt who have not only shone on the 
political horizon of their country but with their 
intellectual achievments surprised the imagination of 
the most civilised people of the world, yet it must be 
admitted that no one rose from the position of a 
commoner. Tagore, Gandhi, Nehru, Bose, the late 
lamented Dass, Tilak and Patel and all those who 
had ever occupied or are occupying position of 
responsibility and fame in the country came down 
from families of highly well-to-do people. Most of 
them were born with silver spoons in their mouth, 
with many-sided tendencies providing congenial 
atmosphere for their advancement. Inherited wealth, 
parental influence in the leading towns and the 
benefit of getting higher studies in India or abroad 
coupled with their intellectual bent of mind had 
made way for their greatness. But the following 
pages will introduce to the readers a remarkable man, 
a topmost leader, a really great personality occupying 
the most responsible position in his community and 
in the country and yet he was possessed of none of 
these privileges at any period of his life. 

From a small village surrounded by hills and dales 
and cut from all traffic in the house of a village 
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patwari was he born and from that place the message 
of his Life issued forth and filled the heart of his 
community and his country at large with boundless 
^ hope and confidence. 

Not this difficulty alone that there was no paren- 
tal influence at his back or that he came forth 
from quite an unknown village away from 
( any railway station and cut off from all roads, 

but there were so many other factors as well 
which tried to stand in the way of his progress. 
The Sikh aristocracy to whose political power he 
had been a challenge throughout his life with all 
the financial resources and Governmental influence 
at their back tried to overthrow him whenever he 
wished to organise the community on some idea- 
listic basis. But the man faced the troubles with 
* courage and conquered difficulties with manliness, 
gave away his body and soul to his community, 
risked his life for the people when need came 
and through service, sacrifice and devotion from 
almost insignificance came to have a position 
in the Sikh politics which is undisputed- We 
can safely say that after the Sikh raj no Sikh 
could ever capture such vast influence in the 
community as has come to the lot of Master Tara 
Singh* 

He was born on 24th June, 1885, of a very pious 
and simple lady Shrimati Moolan Devi in Haryal, a 
small village about 3 miles from Mandra — a junction 
, on the N.W.R. in the Rawalpindi district. He 
traces his descent from the family ot Khatri 
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Malhotras, who held an esteemable social status 
in their surroundings. Bakhshi Gopi Chand, his 
father, had been a patwari for some time and 
then a village money-lender and was a highly re- 
spected man. Four sons and one daughter were born 
to him. Of the brother only two have come in 
the forefront in the public life of the country and 
have achieved names for themselves in their respec- 
tive fields. Sirdar Ganga Singh, the eldest son of the 
family, who has recently breathed his last had been a 
Government employee most of the time and the second 
brother Sirdar Sant Singh also settled down into life 
as a business man but Master Tara Singh and 
with him Sirdar Narinjan Singh, the youngest of all 
the brothers, who is an M.Sc. of the Punjab 
University and occupies an important position 
in the academic field of the province as the Principal 
of the Sikh National College, Lahore, interested 
themselves in the public affairs of the Sikh com- 
munity and actually there came a time when both 
the brothers began to be regarded as the pivot 
of the advanced wing amongst the Sikhs. S, Narinjan 
Singh no doubt has a record of his own in the 
service of the community or the country but 
the honour and glory that has come to the lot 
of Master Tara Singh, popularly known as Masterji, 
can be claimed perhaps by very few in the country. 

This remarkable man is the subject of the 
present publication. How he carved for himself a 
pillar of fame in his community and his country, how 
bravely he conquered difficulties and oppositions 
and through dint of self-sacrifice and courage 
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achieved a special place in the heart of his community 
and actually attained miracles in his life is contained 

in the pages that follow. 

The most surprising thing in his life is that he 
was not a born Sikh but a convert. By birth he was 
a non-Sikh— a Khatri Hindu and his name was Nanak 
Chand, That a man from the family of non-Sikhs 
should come to have a leading position not only in 
the Sikh politics or the Sikh religion but in all 
matters concerning the future welfare of the com- 
munity is undoubtedly a remarkable phenomenon 



13 



Page 14 



Sant Sipahi - The oldest Panthic Magazine/ www satilsipahi org 



CHAPTER II 

Young Tara Singh 

The story as to how he adopted the Sikh faith, 
what inspired him to change his parental religion, 
what difficulties he had to meet in the way, is 
not only most interesting but surprising to the 
highest degree. It seemed some hidden force was 
working behind it. | 
Although his father Bakhshi Gopi Chand revered I 
and worshipped the Sikh Gurus and Guru Granth I 
Sahib highly , yet he was tooth and nail opposed to the I 
idea of allowing his sons or himself becoming Sikh f 
On the other hand in the Dhan Puthohar villages, 
that is within the area from Jhelum to Attock, Sikh j 
religion, its new mode of worship, the sweet voice of I 
its religious psalms sung in congregation by men, * 
women and children together had attracted many 
non-Sikh families towards its sublime ideals. More- 
over many Sikh reformers had come out in a mood 4 
of utter renunciation to preach the message and 
teachings of the Sikh Gurus and Granth Sahib to the 
remotest villages. Special missionaries who had 
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made the one aim of their lives to spread the gospel 
of Sikh religion travelled from place to place, held 
congregational services and attracted people to- 
► wards the high ideals of the Sikh faith and its 
principles as a result of which the Sikh faith 
became most popular in these villages. 

The several complications invented by the 
Brahmins had lost their fascination in the presence of 
simple and appealing mode of worship. Unlike the 
erection of a temple a Gurdwara required not much 
money or bother. Whereas skilful artisans were 
required to build the domes and spires of a temple 
involving material and labour worth several thou- 
sands a Gurdwara required nothing of the kind. 
A village Gurdwara could easily be equipped in one 
simple room where Guru Granth Sahib was placed and 
F due reverence was observed. There was no restric- 
tion that a Brahmin and Brahmin alone could conduct 
prayers but any Gurmwfe/ii-knowing Sikh who could 
read Guru Granth Sahib, even though he was 
what is called an untouchable, could perform the 
religious offices. 

Thus it happened that in every village Gur- 
dwaras were established. People began to grow long 
hair, took Amrit (the nectar water), read Gurbani 
and found pleasure in calling themselves Sikhs. 

(2) 

In the Haryal village Gurdwara a very learned 
man used to recite hatha from the Panth-Parkash . a 
historical book in the Sikh literature and the boy 
Nanak Chand used to join the congregation every 
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day. The katha and the everyday attendance irr 
the Gurdwara had a deep effect on the boy and it 
became one of his foremost ambitions to become a 
Sikh. He was immeasurably inclined towards this 
faith 

He was eight or nine years old at this time but 
was serious and particular like grown up and matured 
people to give a practical shape to his ideal. For 
several months sometime he would avoid a hair-cut. 
There was a strong zeal in him to see himself like 
real Sikhs but the path did not prove so smooth and 
so easy. His father was strictly opposed to this idea. 
He would very often snub and threaten and some- 
time give beating to Nanak Chand for his refusal to 
have the hair cut, but the boy was unbending The 
father found the son disobedient in this respect. 
His persuasions fell ftat on him. The matter was 
therefore reported to Munshi Ghanyalal, his 
teacher in the Harnal primary school who 
was a Brahmin by caste and happened to 
be a strictly orthodox Hindu. Village teachers of 
those days were a frightful terror for the boys. 
They used the rods freely. Whenever, therefore, 
Nanak Chank refused to have his hair cut his father 
complained to Munshi Ghanyalal and it was his rod 
that kept him away from Sikhism during the early 
days of his life. 

Very soon he got through this primary school 
and was admitted in the American Mission School, 
Rawalpindi, for further studies. Now that the rod of 
Munshi Ghanyalal was no more he seriously 
thought of accomplishing his cherished desire 



18 



Sant Sipahi - The oldest Panthic Magazine/ www.sanlsipahi org 



In the summer days of 1902 when as yet he was 
a student of the ninth class from Rawalpindi he came 
to Haryal, his home. These days Sant Attar Singhji, 
* perhaps the greatest Sikh saint and the most self- 
less Sikh missionary of the present century, had 
made his headquarters in a small village Dera 
Khalsa— some ten miles away from Haryal. He was 
widely known to the Sikh public everywhere and 
even the highest scholar of Sikh religion looked upon 
him with esteem and regard. Every morning and 
evening he held congregations and people drawn 
from all parts collected there to hear his spiritual 
sermons and kirtan. He had a dominating personal- 
ity. His holy and noble aspect, his long flowing 
beard, his saintly appearance, his high moral charac- 
ter, his prophetic utterances and above all his saintly 
^ mode of living got him love and honour that was akin 
to worship. He is no more to-day, but it is no 
exaggeration to say that he was a saint in the real 
sense of the word and he had most efficiently and 
capably held the traditions of the Sikh saints of 
olden times. Even to-day it is common talk in those 
villages that his blessings had actually cured the in- 
curable physically or spiritually whether they were 
Hindus, Sikhs or Mussalmans. 

Naturally, therefore, large numbers of people 
were attracted to the congregations and prayers 
conducted by him and many of them voluntarily 
* took up the faith that he preached. 

In strict accordance with the Sikh rites he 
imparted Arm it (nectar water) and people rushed 
forth from their villages to avail themselves of the 
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holy man's spiritual communion. 

Young Nanak Chand also deemed it a God-sent 
opportunity and decided to make the best use of it. 
Some other young boys of the village were also very 1 
enthusiastic in the matter. They formed a batch 
and on foot started together for the village where 
Santji was putting up. They were equipped with 
rural musical instruments, dholkis and chhainas 
(drums and cymbals)and the whole way went on sing- 
ing shabads and reciting kirtans, highly pleased within 
themselves as if they were going to get something in- 
valuable. The readers should better imagine a batch 
of fifteen to twenty village boys with one voice 
reciting shabads in company for such a long distance 
going with utmost enthusiasm to get a new life, I 
wonder if non-Sikhs could realise the wonderful 
scene of love, prayers and devotion of the batch, * 
because it is only to the lot of the Khalsa that God 
Almighty has reserved this mode of prayers. The 
author does not intend any slight to any other 
religion but it is a thing of common knowledge that 
the Sikhs' way of offering the prayers is unique in itself 
and enviable to a great extent. Santji welcomed this 
young batch with utmost cordiality and showered 
blessings on each one of them. I need not go into 
details how Amrit was imparted to the enthusiastic 
young men lest it should digress the readers and 
create any confusion in the narration. 
One thing* however, which must be said in this 
connection is that while giving Amrtt to Nanak 
Chand the great soul made a prophetic utterance 
which has influenced the boy in whole of his life, 
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He said, M Young man, you are no more Nanak 
Chand ; you are Tara Singh henceforth, may God 
help you finding salvation for yourself and also for 
your community I " 

Masterji does not seem to attach very great 
importance to this incident but it should be noted 
that it was an event of great significance. Gurbani 
says, M The words of a saint have eternal approval " 
and it was perhaps the words of santji that have 
unconsciously worked to bring saintliness in the 
mind of the leader and glories to his feet in spite 
of very severe opposition of the Government as 
well as the Sikh aristocracy. Since that day the 
boy Nanak Chand began to be called by the name 
of Tara Singh, who in his later life distinguished 
himself as Master Tara Singh. 

Masterji does not given his confirmation but 
those of his companions who had taken Amrit with 
him tell that his father was greatly upset when 
Nanak Chand was found converted into Tara Singh 
and another of his sons who was also included in the 
batch was found Sikh in appearance. It is said that he 
immediately sent for a barber but Tara Singh actually 
revolted and refused to submit to his father's will. 
He was firm in his faith and his strong will stood 
proof against authority and blandishment and it 
was after good deal of wordy warfare that the 
boy was allowed to pursue his faith according to 
his own desire. 

Had he submitted to the will of his father at 
that time none can say what would have been his 
position at this time. The Sikh community would 
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certainly have been deprived of such a brave and 
selfless leader. 

(3) 

There are several stories connected with his 
childhood days. Like true Sikhs he never told lie 
even at the point of severest punishment. He was a 
most intelligent boy with a religious bent of mind 
His teachers and all those who knew him were per- 
fectly convinced of his honesty and industry. His 
habits were most frugal and what little he got he gave 
away to the poor and deserving boys. Bakhshi 
Sant Singh, his elder brother, who is cloth merchant 
in Haryal, told the author that seldom did he 
demand any money from his father for his personal 
use. It is said that whenever he left his home 
for Rawalpindi School his mother and his elder 
sister used to give six annas each to him for his 
journey expenses and how to spend these twelve 
annas was always a problem for him. His personal 
needs were equal to nil. He had a self-denying 
spirit even in those very days. He had a very 
strong will and absolute control over his passions. 
To spend on himself was out of the question. It then 
occurred to him to give this money in charity to some- 
body but this act according to him would look like 
a show of virtue. What then should he do with 
this paltry amount ? The best method he thought 
was to place the coins somewhere on the road- 
side so that they may come into the hands of some 
needy person. Such was the attitude towards 
worldly wealth of the great leader in his boyhood 
days who is placed to-day quite at the helm of the 
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financial strongholds of the community. His 
political opponents and the enemies of the Sikh 
solidarity are never weary of accusing him of 
misuse but from the heart of their heart they feel 
that they are far from right. It is only to misguide 
the public opinion that they resort to such tactics 
otherwise they honestly opine that the wealth of 
the community could not be placed in safer or more 
incorruptible hands than his. 

Even to-day when the budgets amounting to 
several lakhs pass through his hands, when hundreds 
of people are getting their employments on 
fairly good salaries only with his sanction, when 
practically the entire control of Gurdwara finances is 
in his hands, his pocket is generally empty. The 
modern economist says that a car is an essential 
necessity for a man of so many public activities 
but true to say that this selfless leader of the 
Sikh community is many a time seen actually 
running on foot for his official work. Seldom is he 
seen on a tonga. Generally he comes to the 
office of the Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Com- 
mittee of which he is the President on a bicycle. 
Hardly is he seen adequately dressed. He has 
conquered his mind and therefore the world. When- 
ever false aspersions are levelled against him they 
are seen automatically exposed by some unseen 
power. The memory of the readers, I believe, 
^ must be fresh and I need not reiterate how his 
honesty was proved very recently when an embezzle- 
ment case for Rs. 46,000 was levelled against him 
by his opponents in the Gurdwara Tribunal. 
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(4) 

His educational career was most bright. He 
was a scholarship-holder almost at all stages* In 
primary school at Harnal he topped the list of the 
successful students and got a scholarship. Then 
he proceeded to the Mission High School, Rawal- 
pindi. Here, too, he retained his distinction and 
continued to hold a very good position in his 
classes* Besides he was a distinguished player. 
He was the captain of the football team of the 
M ission School and member of the 1st eleven of 
the hockey team. 

One characteristic that always won laurels 
for him everywhere in all games was that he 
was a most daring and dauntless player. He was- 
not a drifter but a fighter. He would not wait 
for the ball to come to him but he would run 
after it and get it. And those who care to 
study him know that he stilt possesses the same 
heroic trait in his character and in his political life 
also like a -daring player quite in a sportsmanlike 
spirit jumps up into any field and unless he captures 
it never leaves it. One of his fellow players of 
the school days was telling me that more than 
once he received severe blows while playing the 
game. When the author desired to have it con- 
firmed Masterji smilingly showed two of his lower 
teeth broken and said that they were the re- 
minders of the playgrounds. 

In 1903 he passed his Matriculation examina- 
tion, holding an enviable position in his school 
and obtained scholarship for college studies. By 
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this time his father had breathed his last. His 
I elder brother Sirdar Ganga Singh, an Accountant 
I in the C M.A. office, was now the head of the 

I w family. 

I It was decided that Tara Singh should be 

sent to the college for higher studies. Sirdar Jodh 
r Singh who to-day is considered to be a very thought- 

ful man amongst the Sikhs and occupies a high position 
in the educational circle of the province as the 
I Principal of the Khalsa College, Amritsar f was at 

that time a student of the College and was a 
friend of Tara Singh. persuaded the young 

man to seek admission in the Khalsa College to which 
he agreed and hence became a student of the 
College which at that time was the only Sikh 
institution in the province. Needless to mention 
y& that these two friends of the College days to- 
day stand quite apart. They revere each other 
no doubt but their views on political matters 
, are entirely conflicting. Sirdar Jodh Singh is seen in 
the reactionary camp and shows his adherence to 
I the Chief Khalsa Diwan group while Master Tara 

I Singh finds pleasure in the nationalist ranks and 

is the leader of the Akali Party. 

He remained a student of the Khalsa College, 
A Amritsar, for a period of four years till he pass- 

4 N ed his B.A. in 1907. Throughout his career in 
I the College he had been a very brilliant student 

v holding creditable position in the examinations 
I and making a mark for himself in athletics and 
games* 

Generally it is believed that students when 
I 25 
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they pass from their school stage and enter into 
the colleges, in their zeal to become liberal- 
minded go to the length of abandoning their usual 
prayers. They find pleasure in inter-communal 
dinners, merry-making in hotels and enjoying in 
the picture-houses and never hesitate to cross 
the limits of their religions but Tara Singh was 
quite an exception to this. He was known to 
be a young man of earnest and religious view and did 
not give himself over to the frivolous kind of 
life that young men in our colleges generally pursue. 
One could not expect him dining in a hotel un- 
less he is sure of it that nothing is prepared 
there which might directly or indirectly interfere 
with his religious bindings. He was always very 
particular to see that the meat served to him 
was nothing other than the jhatka, In no case 
would he part with the five essential kakars that 
a Sikh is required to keep. He was strictly re- 
gular in offering his daily prayers. His interest 
in Sikh history and other religious studies was 
so great that he always held the top position 
in the College for religious instructions. He must 
get any prize reserved for the purpose in the 
College, 

He was an agitator and anti-Government even 
in his college days. 

In 1907 when he was a student of III Year the 
Government tried to bring the Khalsa College which 
was 11 fountainhead of Sikh education 11 under its 
own strict control The Commissioner became 
President, and the Deputy Comrhissioner the 
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Director of Public Instruction, the Political Agent, 
Phulkian States and the Principal were appointed 
ex-officio by the Government to the College Council 
The Sikh engineer, Sardar Dharam Singh, who was 
working honorarily and was again carrying on the 
building operations on the original extravagant scale, 
was replaced, at the suggestion of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, by a paid European engineer. This ap- 
pointment and specially Major Hill's remarks about 
the honorary service of the Sikh engineer that * 4 the 
labour of love was nonsense/' created a great 

sensation in the community when the new 

engineer came to the College on 10th February 1907, 
some boys are said to have behaved rudely towards 
him. The whole student body put on black badges 
and held a fast/' And Masterji was the president 
of the above-mentioned ** student body/' who 
recorded their strong resentment and indignation 
against the interference of the Europeans and offi- 
cials in the management of the institution. 

The spirit of organisation was almost un- 
rivalled in him even in his College days. He 
was a practical man with a ready and decisive 
kind of intelligence. While his other fellow students 
found pleasure in organising picnics or pleasure asso- 
ciations Tara Singh found solace in organising 
moral societies having for their aim to promote 
the mental and moral condition of the young men. 
^ The most important of these societies was the 
Temperance Society of the College. Soon after 
graduating from the Khalsa College, Amritsar, 
he joined the Central Training College, Lahore, 
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for S*A.V. Here he came across two very sincere 
friends, namely Sunder Singh, who in his later life was 
known as Master Sunder Singh Lyallpuri and who 
played an important role in the Akali agitation and 
the national movement of the province, and Bishen 
Singh who, though not a well-known agitator, had 
contributed greatly to Sikh missionary work. One of 
them was a student of J.A.V. while the other was 
getting training in S.A.V. This triple alliance 
proved very fortunate for some time at least. All of 
them possessed intense love for Sikhism and to see 
their community great and prosperous was the 
ambition of everyone of them. Their discussions 
were mainly confined to religious matters and all of 
them being religious-minded always thought of 
rendering some effective service to the community. 
Whereas other students of the Central Training 
College were focussing their eyes on the Education 
Department or on any Government-aided School 
for some service, Tara Singh and with him Sunder 
Singh and Bishen Singh were contriving plans to lead 
a selfless missionary life in the service of their com- 
munity. 



x 
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CHAPTER III 
Masterji 

So the opportunity came to them. The Sikh 
public in Lyallpur in spite of their sincere desire and 
best efforts could not establish a High School. 
Lyallpur being predominantly a Sikh district a 
Khalsa High School was a vital necessity, but due to 
lack of enthusiasm on the part of local people and 
lack of encouragement on the part of the Educational 
authorities l the idea was always put off. Continually 
financing a new institution and maintaining its 
results on a level with other sister institutions was a 
job of great responsibility and horrified even the 
most enthusiastic organisers- Such a difficult under- 
taking therefore required behind it strong men 
with the spirit of service and sacrifice. When such 
a state of affairs with the Khalsa High School, Lyall- 
pur, reached the three youths in the Central Train- 
ing College, all of them offered their services to the 
Bar Khalsa Diwan, Lyallpur, against a subsistence 
allowance of Rs. 15 only monthly. This was indeed 
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a wonderful piece of renunciation. At such a time 
when the parents expect their sons to make pros- 
perous future for themselves and for their families, 
Tara Singh preferred to give over his life to the 
nation. It is from this place that the era of his 
public life begins. 

(2) 

One thing that deserves to be mentioned 
here is that the young man had by now married and 
within this petty amount he had to see to the needs 
of his wife also. 

This event compels for a moment to throw a 
little light on the character and selflessness of Bibi 
Tej Kaur, the noble and the devoted wife of Master 
Tara Singh. Very few persons are fortunate to get 
companions in their lives with tastes, nature and 
temperaments quite similar to their own* Still fewer 
and more fortunate are those whose wives willingly 
adopt themselves quite in accordance with the tem- 
peraments and tastes of their husbands. , 

An idealist wife and a materialist husband or an 
idealist husband and a materialist wife is always an 
uncongenial alliance and generally ends in tragedy 
but if a selfless man with character and courage is 
able to get an equally noble woman as his companion 
with service and sincerity as her ideals, such an 
alliance can better be imagined than explained 
Love and divinity follows their wake and prosperity 
and pleasure kisses their feet. So we find all these 
things where Tan, Singh and Tej Kaur reside. 
Money is not there because there is no love for it in 
the family. Pride is not there since it cannot have 
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any place in the house, but prosperity, Godliness and 
eminence, the throe criteria of a successful life that a 
true Sikh daily prays for, are certainly there. In our 
* country and specially in the life of educated people 
marriage generally brings discontent tor the hus- 
band and wife both are selfish. Master Tara Singh 
is one of those rare people whose married life is a 
complete success. 

Bibi Tej Kaur belongs to Dhamial, an important 
village some two miles away from the Rawalpindi 
cantonment. Her actual name was Bhagwanti but 
after, she was wedded to the idealist Sikh and 
baptized according to the Sikh rites, she acquired the 
name of Tej Kaur. She is a most pious and gentle 
lady and has proved herself to be of immense help to 
^ Masterji inasmuch as she never persuaded him to 
be attracted towards mere wealth and position. 
People m Haryal, her husband's village, are full 
of praise for her character. She has specially acquired 
a village Chakki from her mother-in-law and as far as 
possible grinds the flour with her uwn hands, cooks 
the food herself, washes clothes for her husband and 
finds pleasure in his service day and night. It may 
not be an exaggeration to say that such a God- 
fearing and praying woman is not often to be seen. 
In short the couple is an institution in itself and 
more one goes near it the more he gains and is 
attracted to its noble mode of living 

(3) 

Coming back to our point in the story, the offer 
Y made by the three youths to the Bar Khalsa Diwan 
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was most gladly accepted. Their enthusiasm in- 
creased immeasurably* Tara Smgh was made the 
head-master and his other friends were given subordi- 
nate posts for Rs. 15 monthly. Since then he has 
been called masterji. A start had been given to 
the School now. The young man had given over 
his body and soul all to the school. All eyes were 
fixed upon him. The Sikh public of Lyallpur began to 
look upon him with hope and confidence* Some 
hidden power seemed to be 1 guiding him. Soon pros- 
perity followed. Khalsa High School became one 
of the leading institutions in the province. In 
examination results as well as in sports and athletics 
it gained a good position. Himself being a good 
sportsman of the school and college days he devoted 
special attention towards this side. Apart from the 
educational side he took particular interest in bring- 
ing up the boys in the utmost simplicity and 
nobility of character. He always stressed upon 
the students the desirability of reducing their needs, 
and living simple lives. Very soon he became popu- 
lar as head-master and was revered in public circles. 
The Government School at Lyallpur grew jealous 
of Master Tara Singh and the Khalsa School and 
as far as possible tried to discredit them. 

Once it so happened that L. Shiv Lall, Inspector 
of Schools, at the time of annual inspection on the 
basis of everyday reports of his opponents and 
in spite of the best result, gave quite unfavourable 
remarks. Apparently it was an act of gross injustice. 
Masterji, on the other hand, was not in the habit 
of taking such insult lying down. He had never 
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submitted to iniquity and impropriety. He was there^ 
fore enraged very much and asked the Inspector to 
get out of the School without a moment's delay. 
Anybody else in his place might have bowed 
before the Inspector, but Masterji was self-reliant. 
He was not at all ready to bargain iniquity for good 
remarks and Government aid He would much 
rather like to economise the expenses of the School 
than to be the humble suppliant of an Inspector s 
favour. The Inspector was astonished to see the 
courage of this new Head Master. He immediately 
sent for the log book and altered the remarks. 
Nobody can say whether the Inspector was actually 
horrified or he was dominated by the honesty of 
the Head Master and realized the wrong that he 
had done but it definitely throws some light on the 
character of Masterji. He was most fearless indeed 
and in no case could he tolerate a challenge to his 
self-respect and up to this day this forms a main 
feature of his character. 

Intolerance and anger, when found in a weak, 
dishonest man are a great discredit indeed but when 
possessed by a straightforward man is a great merit 
Masterji is intolerant and indignant is a fact that 
nobody can deny but his is the intolerance of brave 
and not the weak. Whenever and wherever he 
sees tyranny and injustice done to the helpless 
people he fails to maintain control over himself. 
From the very boyhood days he never hesitated 
to exchange blows even at slightest provocation. 
He used to possess a very strong cudgel in his hands 
during the days of his Head Mastership at Lyallpur 
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and wherever he went he took it with him He could 
not be expected to have undertaken any railway 
journey without having quarrelled with somebody. 
His brother S. Narinjan Singh was telling me that he 
was always afraid of undertaking a railway journey 
in his company. The reason being Masterji could 
not tolerate the domination of the strong over the 
weak. Generally, due to the inefficiency of the 
railway administration, third class travellers have to 
suffer a lot of inconvenience Petty quarrels and 
some-time exchange of blows are very commonly seen 
on the Indian Railways and stronger people sometime 
refuse accommodation to the weaker. In such a case 
unless a good and strong man comes to their rescue 
it is impossible for them to get into the train. 
Masterji being endowed with powerful muscles side 
by side with the strength of his character had 
often to come to blows with such people as refused 
accommodation to the weak, to the children or to 
the women. Professor Narinjan Singh who happened 
to be a strict follower of the non-violent creed of 
Gandhiji, generally hesitated to travel with Masterji 
Both brothers, it must be mentioned, possess conflict- 
ing views on the question of non-violence. 
Masterji refutes non-violence specially when question 
of self-defence is involved and is a well-known meat 
eater from his boyhood days while S. Narinjan Singh 
as explained above is a follower of ahimsa and is a 
vegetarian from his very childhood. Needless to 
say several times these conflicting views on the 
question of meat-eating have resulted in disputes 
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between the brothers but these were generally 
left at their dining table. 

(4) 

For six years he remained in the Khalsa High 
School, Lyallpur. During this period the institution 
was well rooted and any other capable head master 
could now handle its affairs. It was the year 1914 
The Sikh Gurdwara in England needed a capable 
Granthi,* It was decided that a young man with 
high moral character and good knowledge of Sikh 
rites and Sikh history should be sent there. Saint 
Teja Singh was the man entrusted with the work 
of selecting a really capable man. He heard of 
Masterji and thought him to be a suitable person 
for the post. It was decided that he should 
■w immediately sail tor England, Accordingly therefore 
Masterji resigned the Head Mastership handing it 
over to Sardar Jodh Singh, who is now the Principal 
of the Khalsa College, Amritsar. 

Fortunately or unfortunately, the plans for 
sending him to England were soon upset. The 
Great War broke out and the idea was postponed 
for the time being. 

At this time the financial position' of Khalsa 
High School Kallar in the Rawalpindi district had 
deteriorated. Moreover no capable man was available 
to the management who could save the institution 
from going bad. Since Masterji was free now after 
handing over the charge of the Lyallpur School 
to S. Jodh Singh and since the Kallar School 

*Granthi is a monk in a Sikh Gurdwara. 
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was situated in his own district he was requested 
to handle the institution. 

Here his remuneration was more surprising 
than at Lyallpur. In view of the financial -# 
difficulties he refused to accept any pay for himself. 
Only those necessaries most essentially required for 
existence were sent to his home and for that 
paltry remuneration he carried on such a responsible 
work as the Head Mastership of a High School. 
Generally it is believed that honorary workers do 
not pay proper attention to the duties entrusted to 
them but with Masterji the case is otherwise. The 
one remarkable characteristic which guided him 
to success after success is that he always realised 
the burden of the responsibility entrusted to him. 

Thus within a short time through his hard work 
the position of the Kallar School improved. In ^ 
examination results as well as in sports and athletics 
it began to lead the district and financially it 
began to gain stability. The students apart from 
their prescribed courses and University studies 
began to take interest in the current affairs and 
religious matter. 

His stay in Kallar was nor a prolonged one 
since he was once again requisitioned by the 
Lyallpur friends. S. Teja Singh Samundari who had 
been one of the most trusted friends and a well- 
wisher of Masterji in his future political life and 
S. Bishen Singh Singhpuria, the Secretary of the ^ 
Khalsa High School, Lyallpur, exerted strong pressure 
and called him back to Lyallpur and opened for 
him a business concern by the name of 14 Bar Dukan/' 
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Could a fighter with almost martial spirit succeed 
as a business man is a thing which needs no 
elucidation, M Bar Dukan M was soon found going into 
loss and Masterji was again asked to come back to 
the Lyallpur School, since S. Jodh Singh had 
by this time got appointment at Khalsa College, 
Gujranwala as its Principal. 

His stay in the School had proved most for- 
tunate to the institution since with his utmost zeal 
and endeavours he had helped the School to 
develop into a College and we see that the 
institution which was given start by Masterji is a 
Degree College to-day. 
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CHAPTER IV 
The Akali Agitation 

The year 1921 and the Nankana tragedy ends 
his career as a teacher. His restless spirit and enter- 
prising mind did not allow ihim to remain a mere 
teacher for a long time. Some higher responsibilities 
and greater work seem to be awaiting him. The 
community was passing through a very great ordeal. 
The Mahants in the historic Sikh Gurdwaras had 
taken to irresponsibility and corruption. Lakhs of 
rupees given away by the Sikh public in a spirit of 
worship and devotion began to be utilized for the 
personal luxuries of the Mahants. The places of 
worship and reverence became more or less centres 
of immorality and corruption. These things on the 
one hand created a stir among the Sikh intelligentsia 
and on the other hand caused widespread conscious- 
ness among the masses. This mass consciousness 
among the Sikhs resulted in the Gurdwara reforms 
movement popularly known as the Akali movement 
and Masterji felt called upon to take his share in the 
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struggle that had come about as an inevitable result 
of the injustice, repression and disrespect to the 
Sikh shrines. 

■ 

. But before we give an account of the active 

association of Master Tara Singh with the movement 
and the wonderful self-sacrifice and courage demon- 
strated by him in the heat of the struggle we would 
like the readers to know after all what were the 
several causes which turned a loyal and obedient 
people into rebels and law-breakers and how the 
several irresponsibilities and blunders on the part of 
the British Government had been creating feelings of 
enmity and unfriendliness for the last so many 
years which ultimately burst forth into a terrible 
storm during the first half of the decade between 
1920 to 1930. 

y\ As a matter of fact the clouds were gathering on 
the horizon since 1913 when, an attempt was made 
to injure the religious feelings of the community at 
Delhi, Imperial Delhi was being built at that time 
and with a view to giving splendour and beauty to 
the new Capital the Government considered it 
necessary to demolish the outer walls of the Gur- 
dwara Sri Rakab Ganj of Guru Tegh Bahadur and 
to use a portion of its premises for their own purpose. 
It was a very unwise act on the part of the rulers 
and was therefore highly resented by the community. 
That the places sacred to them and serving the 
^memory of their prophets and Gurus should be 
treated with such disrespect and insolence, there 
could be no more impertinent challenge to the self- 
respect of a living people than this, A true Sikh may 
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for one moment tolerate the loss of his life, property 
or riches or an injury done to his person or posses- 
sions but his mental make-up is such that in no case 
can he see an insult done to his religious sentiments 
or the shrines and temples of his Gurus. He would 
much rather like to see every bit of himself torn into 
pieces or burnt into ashes than to accept a disrespect 
to his Gurus lying down. 

Since the annexation of the Punjab the relations 
between the conquerors and the conquered had been 
quite cordial but this incident caused a great strain 
and the Sikhs felt greatly agitated* The offensive 
had been launched by the Government and it was 
now for the Sikhs to see that such a humiliation is 
not forcibly imposed upon them. Leading men in 
the community joined heads and came to. the conclu- 
sion that there was no alternative for the community v 
but to resort to passive resistance and have the wrongs 
redressed. This was to be the first Morcha of the 
Sikhs, It would have been started in the year 1913 
but the sudden outbreak of the Great War and the 
assurance on the part of the British Government 
smoothed the matter and an agreement was reached 
to suspend the agitation till the termination of the 
war. The Government wanted to enlist the sympa- 
thies and the support of the brave Sikhs and could 
therefore no longer afford to remain hostile to the 
Sikh demands but when the Great War ended in 
1918 bringing victory to the Allies in spite of the 
gallantry shown by the Sikh soldiers in the fields of 
Europe, the Government hesitated to redress the 
grievances of the community. The walls of Gur- 
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dwara Sri Rakab Ganj remained demolished as they 

(- were and no attempt was made to re-erect them. 

This was a cause for great indignation and the Sikhs 

w decided to have the wrongs undone with self-sacrifices 
p 

and sufferings. 

j Sirdar Sardul Singh Caveeshar, one of the greatest 

w intellectuals in the community, appealed for the lives 
of one hundred Sikhs who could march from their 
f homes with M shrouds on their heads " and re-erect 
the walls to their former position even if it costs 
them their lives. Many hundreds of Sikhs responded 
to the appeal and willingly offered their " heads " 
for the 14 Shahidi Jatha" 
J Master Tara Singh, who was known for his self- 

J sacrifice and courage, also offered his name tor the 
holy strife. There was great enthusiasm and spirit 
| ^*in the whole community. The Jatha declared its 
determined intention to have the wrongs undone 
even at the cost of their lives. A very hard trial of 
strength was expected when His Highness Maharaja 
Ripudaman Singh of Nabha with the co-operation of 
Sir Edward Maclagan approached the Central 
] Government and succeeded in bringing about a 
I settlement of the.problem. The walls were re-erected 
no doubt to their former place but the incident left 
quite unpleasant impressions and feelings of dis- 
appointment with the Government in the minds of 
the Sikh masses. Nobody could say how the Shahidi 
(Jatha would have been greeted by the Central 
authorities but in the light of the receptions given 
to the Sikh Jathas at Guru-ka-Bagh and Jaito some 
three or four years after, one could say that another 

j 

41 



Page 40 



Sant Sipahi -The oldest Panthic Magazine/ www sa nisi pa hi org 



great tragedy must have been added to the Sikh 
history if the best minds had not everted at the 
appropriate time, 

(2) 

Immediately on the heels of this incident came 
the Budge Budge Ghat tragedy when a group of 
Sikhs were killed or wounded by the British bullets. 

The memory of the Budge Budge Martyrs 
was still fresh in the hearts of the Sikhs when 
General Dyer brutally fell upon peaceful citizens at 
Jallianwala Bagh, and murdered hundreds of people 
including many Sikhs. 

Although the unarmed and peaceful people of 
India could do no immediate tangible harm to the 
foreign rulers of the country, who intoxicated with 
authority and power committed some of the most 
grievous sins ever seen in the history of any civilized 
nation, yet there can be not the slightest doubt about 
the fact that every act of repression was adding 
bitterness to the poison in the popular opinion and 
creating feelings of unfriendliness between them and 
the ** descendants of the magnificent soldiery who 
largely conquered India for the English sixty years 

ago- 1 ' . r 

" If there was ever a case in which consideration 
should have been shown and justice and equality 
upheld " writes Mr. H. M. Hyndaman, the famous 
English writer, M the case of the Sikhs of the Punjab 
was that special instance. The British Government 
should have never forgotten what it owed to the 
splendid fighters who stood by the foreign rulers 
when, before the fall of Delhi, the possibility of 
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victory for the Indian insurgents was present to all 
minds. But Government have short memories.... 11 
Again the journalist writes, " But, above all, the 

x English Government owed its successful suppres- 
sion of the outbreak to the fact that the Sikhs, the 
great people who had recently been defeated by the 
foreign rulers, took side with their conquerors and 
rendered invaluable assistance, which ensured 
victory to the Europeans, 11 

That the Sikhs should ever rejoice over these 
incidents is not the object of my quoting these 
reproductions. Whether these admirable phrases 
and sentences by an English author should be the 

! source of pleasure or humiliation and sorrow for a 
nation is not for me to write. The Sikh intelligentsia 
knows it and realises it fully well but certainly it is 

r the object of the author to say that the Rikab Ganj 
Insolence, the Budge Budge Shooting, the Jallianwala 
Massacre and some other tragedies that are expected 
to follow the narration had greatly worked to cause 
a great strain in the cordial relations that existed 
between the Sikhs and the Government after the an- 
nexation of the Punjab and created great discontent 
and dissatisfaction amongst the Sikh masses. These 
are some of the facts on the backgrounds of 
unpopularity of the British rule amongst the Sikh 
and when therefore a call was made to the commun- 
ity the same M descendants of the magnificent 
^soldiery who largely conquered India for the English 
sixty years ago " rallied round their leaders and 
laid down their lives smiling in order to maintain 
the sanctity of their shrines and temples. 
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(3) 

Although clashes of minor nature had taken 
place at several Gurdwaras including Tarn Taran 
between the priests and the Akalis yet the real * 
struggle can be said to have been started in the 
beginning of 1921 when a large number of Sikhs 
were brutally murdered at Nankana Sahib. The 
main cause which ted to the terrible event as 
already explained was that the Sikhs wanted to 
transfer the control of the Gurdwara from dis- 
credited and unworthy hands of the Mahant to 
a committee responsible to the Sikh public alone 
while the persons in power were reluctant to 
abandon the unending stream of wealth annually 
coming unto them. The love of power and temptation 
for wealth are the two such objects for which evilish 
men could be expected to commit the most brutal 
and heinous of crimes. The Mahant at Nankana 
after the capture of Sri Darbar Sahib and Sri Akal 
Takht by the Akalis apprehending the same fate at 
their hands had been preparing himself since long to 
face any such attempt with violent and inhuman 
methods. He had stored 65 revolvers and 4,000 
cartridges with him and kept a large number of 
mercenary cut-throats in readiness for the purpose 

It is said that on the day of happening he sup- 
plied a good deal of wine to his men, distributed a 
large number of battle-axes and iron-shod sticks. 
Several heaps of brickbats were already piled on ^ 
the roofs in different places and a great quantity of 
wood and kerosme oil stored. 

These all preparations it must be mentioned were 
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made to give a suitable reception to a conference of 
the Sikhs that was decided to be held at Nankana 
Sahib on March 4, 5 and 6. 1921, vide a resolution 
% passed by the Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee with a view to call upon the Mahant to 
reform himself who was a notorious drunkard and 
adulterer. There were several stories current about 
his rotten conduct* 

11 In August, 1917, the whole Sikh community was 
scandalised to learn that dancing girls were invited 
to Nankana Sahib, and their dancing and singing 

was permitted even in Janam Asthan In 

1918, a retired E. A C. of Sind came to visit the 
Gurdwaras in the Punjab. First he came to Nankana 
Sahib, and was accommodated at the Janam Asthan. 
In the evening, when the Rahiras service was going 
on, his daughter of thirteen years was raped by a 
priest, but the Mahant refused to take any action. 
In 1918, six women of the Jaranwala ilaqa came to 
make an offering on the full-moon day at the Janam 
Asthan and put up at the temple. All of these 
women were raped at night. These are only a few 
instances of sin and sacrilege which were going on in 
the place where Guru Nanak was born to eradicate 
sin from the world/* 

The preparations for the Sikh Conference were 
yet afoot when, on 20th February, a Jatha of pilgrims 
headed by Bhai Lachhman Singh went to Janam 
^ Asthan for darshan only. 

Hardly had the Sikh pilgrims taken their seats 
in the Gurdwara when the Mahant's men including 
several Pathans of the Frontier Province and some 
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ruffians from Manjah pounced upon them. When 
the life was yet lingering the peaceful sufferers were 
thrown in a pit with big fire burning in it. M Before 
the bodies were put on fire, they were searched by ^ 
Pathans, who took away whatever valuable was 

found on them, e.g., money, kirpans, blankets etc 

It appears from the confessions of the culprits that 
some Sikhs got up alive from the burning heaps, but 
were beaten down with sticks and chhavis. There is 
also some evidence to prove that some Sikhs were 
burnt alive. At least one seems to have been tied 
to a tree and burnt. Those who were killed outside 
the Gurdwara were thrown into a potter's kiln and 
burnt there." 

The news spread like a wild fire in the commu- 
nity and Sikhs from all parts made their way towards ^ 
the Gurdwara Nankana Sahib, to pay their homage - . 
to the great martyrs. A Jatha consisting of about 
1000 strong headed by S. Kartar Singh of Jhabar 
marched towards the scene and Master Tara Singh 
and S. Teja Singh of Samundari also joined it. Troops 
were at this time in the possession of the situation. 
When the Jatha was about to reach the temple the 
Commissioner and S. B. Mehtab Singh who was the 
public prosecutor of Lahore at that time met them 
in the way and in view of the serious situation 
requested them not to proceed to the spot to which 
the Jatha agreed and the same evening the Gurdwara 
was handed over to the control of a Committee o^# 
six members and S. Harbans Singh of Attari was 
made its president. The total number of casualties 
is said to be about 200. " When all the remains 
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were collected from different places 130 heads were 
easily counted. The rest were reduced to ashes or 
small pieces of bones and were not distinguishable. 
* The officials* sympathy at the first instance was with 
the sufferers but later on 41 owing to the personal 
pique of some officers the attitude of the Government 

changed altogether towards the Sikhs Instead 

of showing any practical sympathy with the Sikhs 
several Government officers actually showed their 
anxiety to belittle the gravity of the happening." 

It was a terrible event. The cold-blooded and 
shocking murder of Sikhs caused a great sensation 
not only in the Sikh community but also created a 
stir amongst the non-Sikhs throughout the country. 
The people were at a loss to understand why such a 
horrible conspiracy planned much earlier than its 
occurrence could not be traced out by the police. 
The same point was raised in the Indian Legislative 
Council also when speaking on the adjournment 
motion S, Man Singh hinted that the officials of the 
locality should have been, for sometime previously, 
acquainted with the possibilities of projected crimes 
of such magnitude. At this stage in the Council Sir 
William Vincent walked up to the seat of Hailey and 
whispered in his ears. Mr. Hailey got up, and in 
angry tones, vehemently condemned the speaker who 
" attempted to assert the implication of the officiats 
in the ghastly affair/' 

* (4) : 

Hardly had some months elapsed the tragedy when, 
I on 7th November, 1921, the District Magistrate of 

Amritsar suddenly snatched away the keys of the 
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Toshabhana of the Golden Temple, Amritsar, and 
since then the "keys" became the bone of contention . 
The Akalis had no alternative but to protest against 
the uncalled for and unwarranted interference of the 
Government in the matter of Sikh religion. Public 
meetings were held throughout the province. The 
Government with a view to stopping these demonstra- 
tions applied the Seditious Meetings Act. Practically 
all the Sikh leaders including Baba Kharak Singh, 
Master Tara Singh and S. B. Mehtab Singh, who had 
recently resigned the Deputy Presidentship of the 
Punjab Legislative Council and the Government 
Advocateship, were sentenced to rigorous imprison- 
ment. Master Tara Singh had recently come from 
the Lyallpur School on a six months' leave to take 
part in the work of the S.G.P.C. Being an honest and 
sincere man as a matter of fact, he was requisitioned 
by S. Teja Singh Samundari and S. Harbans Singh 
Attari to come to Amritsar as a whole time worker. 
At the very outset he was taken as the paid Secretary 
of the Committee and for the first time he was 
arrested in connection with a speech delivered by 
him in a Diwan held at Sri Akal Takht in connec- 
tion with the M Keys'* agitation. After this Masterji 
resigned from the beadmastership and wholly and 
solely devoted himself to the work of S.G.P.C, and 
the Akali Dal, 

To resume the narrative, after more than two 
hundred leaders and workers were arrested the Gov- ^ 
ernment had to give up the policy of repression and 
on 11th of January 1922 released all the prisoners 
dnd returned the "Keys" to the Sikhs and thus 
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Masterji was also released. 

The Government in a communique issued on the 

occasion wrote : — 
1 " The Sikh community as a whole has been* for 
more than 70 years, the firm friend of the Govern- 
ment and a stout upholder of the law and it is to be 
hoped that the cordial relations which have hitherto 
been maintained between the Sikhs and the Govern- 
ment may continue uninterrupted. 11 

How these friends of the Sikhs have justified 
their friendship and cordiality is clearly exposed in 
the happenings of the following years. 

(5) 

Hardly two months had elapsed when they got an 
opportunity to give proof of their "friendship and 

' sincerity. 11 In the second week of March 1922 
" by a well-arranged coup wholesale arrests of 
Akalis were carried out simultaneously in 
13 selected districts of the Punjab and 
the Sikh States of Patiala and Kapurthala, and 
within a fortnight about 1,700 black-turbaned Sikhs 
were arrested." And in this clean sweep of Akalis 
Master Tara Singh was again arrested. According 
to Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramaya, the famous historian 
and a member of the Working Committee of the 
Congress, M The Criminal Law Amendment Act 
was the supreme master of the day and the security 

k sections were its assistants. The police were the 
masters of the situation and they had a jolly time 
of it. 1 " Sikhs were prosecuted for wearing Kirpans 
beyond certain length. The Sikh leaders on the 
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other hand directed the people to wear them in the 
manner and length prohibited by the Government. 
Baba Kharak Singh got four years* rigorous imprison- 
ment. Some military pensioners were imprisoned 
for wearing them at all and received barbarous 
sentences ranging from four to eighteen years. 
These uniqe sacrifices captured the attention of the 
topmost leaders of the country. Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malviya, the esteemable great man, who had proved 
himself the best friend of the Sikhs during the hours 
of their trial, came down to the Punjab and got a 
committee appointed under the presidentship of 
Diwan Bahadur Raja Narindra Nath 11 to investigate 
the official excesses, illegalities and barbarities." 

(6) 

After a brief confinement Masterji was released I 
but was rearrested and before the Guru-ka-Bagh 
campaign the entire Working Committee of the 
Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee was 
taken into custody. 

The painful memory of Nankana massacre was 
yet fresh in the minds of the Sikhs when another 
calamity came upon them. Hundreds of Akalis were 
beaten to unconsciousness and thousands of them 
were arrested. 

The non-violent Akalis exerting their right to 
cut wood for the free kitchen (Langar) from the 
Guru-ka-Bagh were given tortures unknown in the 
history of mankind. 

As a matter of fact ever since August 1921 the 
Guru-ka-Bagh had been under the management of 
the S.G.P.C. which fact had also been admitted by 
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the Punjab Government vide their press communique 
dated 1st September 1922 issued under the signa- 
tures of Mr. P. Wood Collins, the Senior Assistant 
Secretary to the Punjab Government but the 
attitude taken by the Government on the occasion 
of Nankana massacre had encouraged the discredited 
Mahants to refuse their allegiance to the S.G.P.C. 
The Government, it seemed, were determined to 
crush this mass consciousness amongst the Sikhs and 
for that purpose it sometimes resorted to the most 
brutal and inhuman tactics, to say the least which a 
civilized Government should be ashamed to have 
done. I am afraid full justice cannot be done to the 
self-sacrifices demonstrated by the brave Akalis in 
this small publication in which as a rule we should 
not digress from the biographical facts but at the 
same time the author sincerely likes these facts to be 
widely circulated not only amongst the Sikhs but 
to the non-Sikh world also. Reserving the detailed 
account of the Akali movement for a separate 
publication, therefore, which would follow imme- 
diately at the heels of the present one, we would 
like to give only a brief touch to the main events of 
the movement without which the book may lose 
interest* 

Whole of the Guru-ka-Bagh story is a woeful 
narration and if properly treated could compile 
a bulky publication in itself. We would therefore 
content ourselves with quoting some remarks from 
the Guru-ka-Bagh Congress Inquiry Committee's 
report and statements of some most eminent men 
which we hope would throw a clear light on the 
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subject. The Indian National Congress was stirred 
to hear of the inhuman treatment meted out to Sikhs 
at the Guru-ka-Bagh and the Working Committee in 
their resolution dated 17th September, 1922, had 
appointed an Inquiry Committee consisting of 
Mr. S. Srinivas Iyengar, ex- Advocate -General, 
Madras, as president and Mr. J M. Sen Gupta, 
Bar-at-Law of Calcutta, S. E. Stokes, Esq. of Simla, 
Mr. Mohammad Taqi, Vakil, High Court, Delhi, 
Mr. M* V. Abhyankar, Bar-at-Law of Nagpur as 
members and Prof. Rue hi Ram Sahney of Lahore as 
Secretary. Here are some extracts from the findings 
of the Committee : — 

11 The testimony of the witnesses belonging to 
different schools of thought, many of whom were 
men of unimpeachable credit and status, established 
the fact that to a man, the Akali Jathas scrupulously 
observed the vow of non-violence, again and again 
in the face of provocation, and that provocation 
to a martial people, like the Sikhs, offered by the 
police must be considered specially grave. Details 
of dragging the wounded and beaten Sikhs by the 
beard and the hair are not wanting and are spoken 
to by many witnesses. The Akalis offered no 
resistance to the beating with lathis and took it as 
part of their religious duty to suffer, only saying 
41 Wahiguru, Wahiguru. " " We are all clearly and 
emphatically of opinion that the force used was 
excessive on all occasions and on some was cruelly 
excessive. It was certainly not required by the 
necessities of the situation." 

11 We are particularly impressed by the tact that 
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the Jathas were stopped miles away from Guru-ka- 
Bagh and that the use of force was persisted in, 
again and again, in spite of remonstrances from 
responsible and respectable persons. Nor can we 
overlook the fact that the Government made no 
arrangements for medical relief to those who might be 
hurt or become unconscious. The excuse put forward 
by the Government that Akalis were unwilling to be 
treated by Government medical men is unworthy of 
any Government claiming to be human and calls for 
no further remarks. 

4i Captain Chuni Lai Bhatia files a list of about 
1045 patients, who were treated in Amntsar 
hospitals and says that out of these there were 60 cases 
of injuries on testicles and 19 of hurt in the perineum. 
The urine had to be extracted by catheter in a 
number of cases. He had seen cases of skull injuries 
resulting in concussion of brain and unconsciousness. 
He also examined cases of bone fractures etc., and 
contused wounds on the head, and says that but for 
the prompt and effective medical relief provided 
there would have been a large number of deaths. 

" The united testimony of the numerous witnesses 
makes us come to the conclusion that the object of 

the Government was not dispersal . . and that 

the use of the alleged minimum force was deliberate- 
ly planned in advance and in cold blood 

M Divesting ourselves of all political bias, we 
consider that the excesses committed reflect the 
greatest .discredit on the Punjab Government and 
are a disgrace to any civilized Government, 

" We have no hesitation whatever to come 
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to the conclusion that the force used, judged from all 
aspects, was altogether excessive We are con- 
strained to observe that the arbitrary and lawless 
way in which violence was resorted to, was delibe- 
rate and in callous disregard of such humanity as 

even a Government is bound to show + The 

contrast between the methods adopted by the Gov- 
ernment of the Punjab and those adopted by the 
Akalis has been such as to leave no ground of defence 
available for the Government. 

w Lastly, we cannot help expressing our profound 
admiration for the spirit of martyrdom and orderli- 
ness winch animated the Akalis and for their un- 
flinching adherence to the gospel of non-violence 
and for the noble way in which they have vindicated 
themselves under circumstances of prolonged and 
unusual exasperation. 11 

The Muslim Outlook in its issue dated 7th Sep- 
tember. 1922, wrote : — 

11 All the time the beating lasted, a drum was 
being sounded. The Akalis sat on the ground and 
were severely beaten on the back, the legs, the hips, 
and other parts of the body. The beating was 
indiscriminate, cruel and merciless and one could not 

bear the sight of it ...Almost all the Akalis fell 

senseless They were beaten even after they had 
fallen. The men were dragged after the beating by 

the hair and thrown on the sides of the road 

Pandit Malviya arrived at the spot ten minutes after 
the beating but the sight of the wounded men im- 
pressed him very much. Panditji looked distressed/ 1 
Raizada Hans Raj, Bar-at-law and a highly re- 
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puted Congressman (later M.L.A. Central) m a 
written statement to the Enquiry Committee says: 
" Hurts were particularly given on temples and 
n private parts. Mr. Beaty himself struck his lathi on 
the temple. The beating did not stop until the 
Akalis were unconscious. Mr. Andrews was also 
present there. For me, it was a sight to be wondered 
at, Englishmen on one side were pleased to give 
inhuman beating while an Englishman on the other 
side was seen weeping with grief." 

Again he writes : ** A Diwan was being held 

There were hundreds of Akalis in it. A young 
Englishman was seen walking in the precincts of the 

Gurdwara, while smoking a cigarette, If the 

lesson of non-violence had not been brought home 
to the Akalis, and if anybody bad done so some days 
previous to this struggle, he would not have escaped 
death/' 

To quote Lala Dina Nath, a journalist of 
Lahore ; 11 1 saw policemen kicking the Akalis when 
they were lying on the ground unconscious. This 
kicking on the unconscious people was done in pre- 
sence of Mr. Beaty and he did not remonstrate. I 
saw a policeman trampling the keshas and head of an 
Akali when he was, I believe, unconscious. The 
whole sight from beginning to the end was brutal. 
I saw Hakim Ajmal Khan sitting by my side weep- 
mg. 

We would finish this story by giving one or two 
extracts from the statement of Mr. A. N. Sewal, 
B.A., LL.B., Assistant Editor of the Tribune, 
Lahore, which are absolutely unavoidable in that 
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they sum up the whole incident He says : 



Ii 



conclusion 

witnessing the beating with my own eyes the 
impression left on my mind has been that the beat- 
ing of the Akali Jathas en route to the Guru-ka-Bagh, 
by the police under the direct responsible officers* 
was certainly far in excess of M the necessary 
minimum force." In fact it was brutal and had 
all the appearance of being vindictive 

44 As regards the behaviour of the Akalis who 
were willing victims of this inhuman beating at 
the hands of the police, it gives me greatest pleasure 
to say that they, individually and collectively, 
invariably maintained a perfectly calm and non- 
violent attitude in face of the gravest provocation 
such as indiscriminate beating (including blows on 
the private parts) dragging by the hair and beard 
and foul abuse. 

" I can only express the hope that at no time in 
the history of the British connection will such a 
reign of lathi terrorism be revived/' Again he 
writes : — 

44 Mahatma Gandhi once said in a speech 
at Lahore that Punjabees had shown want of 
courage during Martial Law. Mahatmaji had ex- 
horted the audience to cultivate courage which 
would enable them to suffer calmly and in a per- 
fectly non-violent spirit. That was last year. The 
heart of the beloved leader would swell with joy 
and pardonable pride if he were to learn in his 
lonely cell in the Yervada Jail that his ideal has 
been fulfilled, nay, has been practically demonstrated 



I can only state that after 
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on an extensive and intensive scale by the Akali 
Sikhs, a martial race of Punjabees, with whom Sir 
Michael O'Dwyer thought there was very little 
^ interval between thought and action. If there be 
any sceptic let him hurry to Amritsar on the way to 
Guru-ka-Bagh." 

For more or less twenty days the British 
Government used their infamous methods to break 
the determination of the brave Akalis, But there 
appeared something superhuman in these God- 
fearing, fearless people. No torture on the face of 
the earth could succeed in intimidating them. 

To use the words of Dr. Khan Chand Dev. MD., 
an eminent practitioner of the province — ** these 
men are not, perhaps, flesh and blood, or do 
not possess human soul in them. It is difficult to 
gauge their physical and spiritual strength." The 
same people who had turned the face of the German 
armies in 1918 with their guns were now bent upon 
to achieve their legitimate rights through self-sacri- 
fice and sufferings. Risaldar Anup Singh, pensioner 
and President of the Retired Soldiers' Association, 
warned His Excellency Sir Edward Maclagan, the 
Governor of the Punjab, in his letter dated 10th 
September that " the Soldiers' Association compris- 
ing of more than fifteen hundred members, of which 
I am the president, had requested me to bring it to 
your notice that if the brutal atrocities on the 
^ Sikhs continued any longer, the members of the 
Association will have no alternative but to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with their brothers. 

" Although some pensioners have already joined 
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the Jathas, in the sacred struggle, yet I beg to warn 
Your Excellency that if the retired soldiers as a body 
were to join the movement, the situation would be 
further aggravated.* 1 

The Government felt unnerved. A Jatha of 
military pensioners i. tually marched towards Guru- 
ka-Bagh t It was a terrible situation. A loyal 
nation was moving fast towards disloyalty. The 
Government was forced to come to their knees. 
Through Sir Ganga Ram, a philanthropist of Lahore, 
the control of the Guru-ka-Bagh was handed over to 
the Akalis. The Morcha was won. The Khalsa 
came out victorious. The Government had yielded 
for the time being but the change of hearts had not 
taken place. 

(7) 

The lathis of Beaty had failed. Now the bullets 
of Johnstone were awaiting the Sikhs. His Highness 
Maharaja Ripduman Singh of Nabha who had during 
the Akali Movement shown sympathy with the 
• suffering reformists, mainly for this reason and partly 
for several other reasons was forcibly abdicated and 
subsequently interned at Kodai Kanal, This event 
gave rise to another agitation amongst the Sikhs 
known as the Nabha Agitation. Master Tara Singh 
was charged by the Government with the start of 
the present morcha and in his statement in the Akali 
Leaders' Case he frankly admitted this charge. He 
said, M Another thing that I wish to say is that I am 
the most responsible for the Nabha Agitation includ- 
ing the taking up of the question by the S.G.P.C 
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11 The Maharaja of Nabha had much respect and 
influence in the Panth, as the Sikhs looked upon him 
as the only Sikh Maharaja who understood the Sikh 
faith properly and took an interest in preaching the 
Sikh faith, and was in sympathy with the Sikh Re- 
forms Movement The Panth also knew that 

many Government officials were angry with the 
Maharaja from the time he was a Tikka Sahib. When 
the Maharaja on his installation to gaddi refused to 
present a nazrana to the Political Agent which the 
Government of India said was quite correct, the then 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab Sir Louis Dane 
set himself specially on the tracks of the Maharaja, 
in so far thac at a temperance meeting at Amritsar 
he needlessly gave a hit to the Maharaja in his speech. 
Many Maharajas had given subscriptions to the 
Amritsar Temperance Association but the Maharaja 

of Nabha was not among them After this 

whatever efforts were made by the Government 
officials to get the Maharaja of Nabha removed from 
his throne, rumours of them became warm in the 

Panth My writing all the facts in Akali-te- 

Pardesi caused a great sensation at once in the Panth 
and meetings commenced to be held at various 
places/ 

To quote S. Gopal Singh Qaumi from his state- 
ment in the same Akali Leaders' case : 

11 His Highness Maharaja Ripduman Singh of 
'v Nabha from his youth was of independent views. 
His career as a member of the Viceroy's Council is 
remarkable. He had the courage to express his con- 
victions whenever an opportunity was offered to 
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him. When he was to succeed to his gaddi, he 
refused to be installed by the Political Agent, saying 
that he was going to take charge of the administra- 
tion of his ancestral State. He thought it his right + 
and not the gift of the British Government. He was 
not a sycophant. He had a great love for the Panth 
and great regard for the Nankana Sahib martyrs. 
He celebrated the Shahidi Day and wore a black 
turban on that day. All this was too much for the 
British Government. It could not tolerate to see 
a prince having self-respect and independent views.'* 

Thus the S.GP.C. took up the matter in hand 
and passed a resolution in the first week of August, 
1923, to have the Nabha wrongs undone by every 
legitimate and peaceful means. 

Diwans were held throughout the Sikh world ^ 
to protest against the forced abdication of the \ 
Nabha ruler. An Akhand Path was held at the 
Jaito Gurdwara also to pray for the restoration of 
their popular ruler. The Punjab Government did not 
interfere with the demonstrations but the Nabha 
authorities acted unwisely. The Nabha Police 
entered the Jaito Gurdwara, and arrested the 
Akali workers present there and also the Pathis 
(reciters) and thus interrupted the Akhand Path. 
From now on this uncalled for interference of the 
Government in the religious ceremony of the 
Sikhs became the bone of contention. That their 
religious ceremonies should be interrupted insolently 
and foolishly and that insult should be done to theif^ 
places of worship deliberately there could be no 
greater challenge to the self-respect of the Sikh 
community than this. 
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A Jatha of 500 Akali stalwarts with their 
cries of Sat Sri Akal marched from Amntsar 
^ towards Jaito Gurdwara to assert their right of 
free worship and demonstrate their resentment to 
the Administrator Nabha of the foolish act com- 
mitted by his men. The Jatha was stopped as soon 
as it entered the Nabha territory and was suddenly 
fired upon by the order of Wilson Johnstone, the 
Administrator of the State, resulting in about fifty 
killed and over one hundred injured. Those who 
survived were tried in the Nabha Courts and on the 
charges of violence and sedition were sentenced 
to barbarous sentences ranging up to ten years. 

This terrible event caused a great stir in the 
whole community. The Akalis girded up their loins 
- once again and prepared themselves for another 
morcha. Another Shahidi Jatha of 500 men was 
organised. When it was just ready to start, a 
message was received from Gandhiji not to 
send any other Jatha. This message of the great 
leader divided the opinion of the Akalis for 
some time but later on all agreed since their 
honour could be vindicated only in case the 
Jatha was sent. Accordingly the second Jatha of 
500 Akalis marched from Akal Takht amidst scenes 
of unprecedented ovation. But even the death 
trembles at the sight of the brave people. Firing 
x was abandoned. The threats of shooting were soon 
paralysed. The Jatha was not fired bur arrested this 
time. Another Jatha got ready at once. " A state of 
war was thus declared and Jatha after Jatha poured 
into Jaito to assert their right of free worship. 
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The Nabha officials arrested these men, sometimes 
kept them in prison, and sometimes released them 
after harassment. Some of these pilgrims were shot 
down; some died in jails, it was alleged, for 
want of proper care and on account of brutal 
treatment ; others were kept in Nabha prisons 
under conditions unworthy of a civilized administra- 
tion/' The determination of the Akalis at the 
Gura-ka-Bagh was more than a warning to the 
Nabha officials. They knew it that no act of re- 
pression could discourage the Akalis and that the 
Jathas would continue coming to the place unless 
their demands are wholly conceded to, but at the 
same time the Government of India was not prepared 
to climb down and restore the Maharaja of Nabha 
to the throne. They therefore decided to launch - 
an offensive in the Punjab also so that united 
repression upon the Akalis in the Punjab as well 
as Nabha might weaken their energies. Accord- 
ingly the Punjab Government launched a rigorous 
attack on the base of the Akali headquarters. The 
Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and 
the Shromani Akali Dal were declared unlawful 
bodies and almost all important Sikh leaders were 
arrested and thrown into prison. Charges of 
"Sedition, conspiracy, criminal intimidation and 
rebellion " were levelled against them. This case 
in the history is known as the well-known Akali , 
Leaders' case in which about sixty leaders were 
involved including Master Tara Singh. We would 
like to reproduce the charge sheet No* 1 which was 
most serious of all and was levelled against Master 
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Tara Singh, S. Teja Singh Samundri, S, B. Mehtab 
Singh and about ten more Akali leaders in the 
above case* 

11 I, P. J. Anderson, Magistrate 1st Class with 
Section 30 Powers, hereby charge you as follows: — 

"Firstly.— That you during the years 1921, 1922 
and 1923 at Amritsar and elsewhere in British India 
and in States of Nabha, Patiala and KapurthaU 
did conspire with the other accused in Court and 
other persons to wit, the members of the Shromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, the District 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committees, and other local 
committees controlled by and subordinate to the 
Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, the 
members of the Shromani Akali Dal and the 
District, Tahsil, Thana, Zail, Ilaqa and Village 
Jathas subordinate to and controlled by the 
Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and the 
Shromani Akali Dal, and others unknown : — 

(a) to overawe by means of criminal force or 

show ot criminal force the Government or 

India and the Government of the Punjab, 
(#) to deprive the King-Emperor of the 

sovereignty of British India or the 

Punjab. 

That in aid and pursuance of the said conspiracy 
mter alia : — 

(a) Sedition was disseminated through the 
press and by speeches. 

(b) Misrepresentations were similarly dis- 
seminated with the object of creating 
hatred and disaffection of the Sikh com- 
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munity against the Government. 

(c) Jathas were enlisted, organized and 
financed to carry out the objects of the 
said conspiracy by criminal force or show 
of criminal force in defiance and disregard 
of law and order. 

(d) The Gurdwaras of Muktsar, Kamalia, 
Khadur Sahib, Teja, Numhar, Kehr Sahib 
(Sheikhupura District), Nankana Sahib 
and others were seized by criminal force. 

(e) Morchas were established at Guru-ka- 
Bagh and Jaito m the State of Nabha, 
the latter for the purpose of reinstating 
the Maharaja of Nabha. 

if) Shares were purchased in the Nation 
newspaper and the control thereof obtain- 
ed. The Hind was subsidized and the 
Akalt-te-Pardesi was controlled. 
And that you thereby committed an offence 
punishable under section 121-A of the Indian Penal 
Code and within my cognizance. Secondly. — That 
you during the said period at the said places and 
with the said persons conspired to commit an 
offence punishable with a sentence of 2 years' 
imprisonment or more to wit an offence under 
Section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code and that 
in pursuance of the said conspiracy speeches were 
made, articles, communiques and other matters were 
published in the press and particularly m the^ 
Akali-te-Pardesi, Akali and Nation and posters were 
issued in order to bring into hatred or contempt or 
excite disafiection towards His Majesty the King- 
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Emperor or the Government established by law 
in British India, and that you thereby committed an 
offence punishable under Sections 120-B, 124-A, 
» 109 and 114 of the Indian Penal Code, and within 
my cognizance. Thirdly.— That you, during the 
said period, were a member of an unlawful 
association to wit the Shromani Gurdwara Parban- 
dhak Committee, the objects of which were to 
commit acts of violence or intimidation namely to 
seize Gurdwaras by force or intimidation and to 
intimidate the Governments of India and the Punjab 
and officers of Government or to encourage others 
to do such acts, and that you thereby committed an 
offence punishable under Section 17 (1) of Act XIV 
of 1908 and within my cognizance. Fourthly.— That 
you during the said period managed or assisted 
in the management of the said unlawful associa- 
tion or promoted or assisted in promoting 
meetings of that association, and that you thereby 
committed an offence punishable under Section 17 
(2) of Act XIV of 1908 and within my cognizance. 

And I hereby direct that you be tried by me on 
the said charges." 

The case lasted for about three years but 
before we pass on to place the conclusion of the 
Nabha agitation and the Akaii Leaders' ' case 
before the readers we would like to give below 
some extracts from the statement of Master 
xTara Singh in the Court of Mr. J. P. Anderson, 
Here are some of them :— 

M I am surprised that 1 have not been asked 
the question whether I am a conspirator and 
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have joined in any kind of conspiracy. Has the 
Court not asked me the question because it is 
convinced that this is that kind of conspiracy of 
which the conspirators know nothing ? I do 
not understand the poetry of such laws or of 
such legal machinery. I have not yet under- 
stood what the facts produced by the prose- 
cution are to prove. Was it intended to prove 
that these facts were the results of any con* 
spiracy, or that they may result in some con- 
spiracy ? Was it the intention of the prosecution 
to show that it was impossible for such events 
to have occurred without a conspiracy, or that 
when such events occur it is impossible that a 

conspiracy should not come into exi?tence as a 
result of them ? If it was intended o show that 
these events are the result of some conspiracy, 
then I had hoped to have learnt of that con- 
spiracy. I know that the prosecutions say that 
these events themselves form a conspiracy, but 
this is altogether nonsense. If the prosecution 
likes to call a rat a hill, we cannot stop this, 
but the world will not listen to this new language. 

The truth is that this Government from the 
very beginning has been looking at the Sikh 
Reform Movement with suspicion. When the 
Singh Sabhas were very first started faith- 
fulness to Government was specially preached, 
and a newly made-up fictitious story used to be * 
told that will not be found in any old Sikh 
history, and this story was that the English rule 
was due to the prophecy ot Guru Tegh Bahadur, 
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and m that story the English have been called 
14 Topiwala Sikhs. 1 ' In spite of this newly made-up 
fictitious story the Government viewed the Singh 
* Sahbas with suspicion. When the Singh Sabhas 
joined together and formed the Chief Khalsa Dewan 
and thereby strengthened their organization, the 
Government suspicions also increased. Although in 
the meetings of the Chief Khalsa Dewan no opportu- 
nity was lost in lecturing on faithfulness to Gover- 
ment, and in praying for the continuance for ever 
of the English raj, still the Government officers 
used to style the Chief Khalsa Dewan as sedi- 
tionists. Police detectives used to follow S, Sundar 
Singh Majithia and Professor Jodh Singh, M.A., 
and Headmaster Narain Singh, MA, were turned 
out from the Khalsa College, Amntsar, as they 
were said to be seditionists. At that time the 
Commissioner of Lahore was ex-offiicio President 
of the Khalsa College Managing Committee and 
Government had a hand in all its management. 
Professor Jodh Singh became a tutor to the sons 
of the Talqadar of Kuchesar Estate in the Unit- 
ed Provinces, but the police did not let him 
alone even there, and the Talqadar said to Pro- 
fessor Jodh Singh that as the police were troubl- 
ing him, he should leave the place and go away. 
In these days either unfortunately or fortunately 
for the Chief Khalsa Dewan the Rikabganj 
v Gurdwara affair of Delhi started. The Chief 
Khalsa Dewan in accordance with the wishes of 
the Government was in favour of the demolition 
of the outer walls of the Gurdwara but there 
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was much agitation over 
The Chief Khalsa Dewan held a meeting in the 
Town Hall at Amritsar after inviting Sikhs from 
various places. This meeting was boycotted by 
a large number of Sikhs, and although there 
was much noise and dispute at this meeting but 
the resolution of the Chief Khalsa Dewan was 
passed by a majority. At this time when other 
Sikhs were opposed to the Government in the 
matter of the Rikabganj walls, the Chief Khalsa 
Dewan became a loyal body in the eyes of the 
Government. At the time when the Chief Khalsa 
Dewan was looked upon as seditionists, it agitat- 
ed a great deal for the reform of Gurdwaras, 
but Government would not listen to it. The 
Sarbarah of the Golden Temple appointed by Gov- 
ernment was Sir Arur Singh. There were many 
attempts made to get him removed, but these 
attempts, were looked upon as the attempts of 
seditionists. When the Sangat had compelled 
Sir Arur Singh to remove himself from the Sarbarahi 
before the formation of the S. G.- P. C. and with- 
out the guidance of the Chief Khalsa Dewan the 
Government considered this new movement also 
as being organised by seditionists. When the 
keys affair occurred and Government wished to 
drop the suppression of this movement, then it 
termed the S, G. P, C. a religious body and the 
movement a religious movement but when no 
settlement for Gurdwara legislation could be arrived 
at with the S. G. P. C. f the Government and its 
ofticers started to call the S> G. P. C. a political 
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body, and made sudden attack on the S. G. P. C. 
at Guru-ka-Bagh, When the Government saw no 
benefit from the policy of repression and again 
„, wished to drop it, then the Chief Secretary to 
r Government and other officers said in the Legis- 
lative Council that the S, G, P. C. favoured non- 
violence and were a religious body* When the 
Government had sanctioned the suppression of 
the Babar Akatis in the Doaba, Government officials 
and supporters used to preach to the people to 
follow the S. G, P. C Now again when the Govern- 
ment desires to suppress us it calls us a politi- 
cal body. When it will desire to drop this re- 
pressive policy it will terra us a religious body 
again. In this way our reform movement from 
the start of Singh Sahbas has in the opinion of the 
Government been sometimes political and some- 
times religious. As our organization has strengthen- 
ed so has suspicion about us been increased. 11 

Resuming the thread of narration the readers 
would remember that the Sikhs were attacked at two 
points. At the point of the start in Amntsar as well 
as at their destination in Jaito. Government had 
perhaps expected that the Sikhs would soon be 
discouraged but it happened just the opposite 
way. Their enthusiasm increased more vigorously 
and they started another morcha at Bhai Pheru 
Gurdwara in the Lahore district. The climax had 
v reached. Now was the turn for a new creative step. 
The Government of India initiated peace terms with 
the Sikhs and appointed General Sir William Bird- 
wood, lately the Commander-in-Chief of India, for 
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the purpose. The General met the Akali leaders in 
the Lahore Fort, held long consultations with them 
and it was agreed that the Government would enact 
a Gurdwara Act, entitling a Committee elected by the A 
Sikhs as the legal controllers of the Gurdwara affairs 
and that all the non-violent Akali prisoners would 
be released forthwith. The Sikh leaders apprehended 
that th ose of the first Shahidi Jatha who were sen- 
tenced to long terms at Nabha were charged with 
violence and sedition and that the Government 
might refuse to release them under the present terms. 
They, therefore, insisted upon their release first. The 
matter could have easily been settled but it is said 
that Sir Malcolm Hailey, the new Governor of the 
Province who had recently come with high airs about 
his authority and power, refused to accede to the de- 
mands of the Akalis and decided to coerce them into * 
abject submission. Again a trial of strength took 
place. Thousands of Sikhs were arrested and im- 
prisoned. An attempt was also made to paint the 
Sikhs as enemies of Hindus and Muslims with a view 
to depriving them of their sympathy but all to no 
success. Soon His Excellency came to the senses. 
Twelve Shahidi Jathas had been dealt with at Nabha. 
The zeal for self-sacrifices and sufferings was found 
ever-increasing amongst the Sikhs. The Nabha 
authorities therefore found no alternative except to 
yield- The thirteenth Jatha was left untouched. It 
marched triumphantly to the Gurdwara at Jaito- ^ 
One phase of the Morcha was won. 

On the other hand His Excellency was compelled 
to open negotiations with the Akalis, A Gurdwara 
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Bill was prepared. It was full of defects and was not 
reconciling to a large section of the people. The 
Punjab Government made an offer to the Sikh leaders 
* that they would have no objection in releasing all 
political prisoners and withdrawing case against them 
in case they agreed to work the present Gurdwara 
act as prepared by the Government. This was a 
most diplomatic tact on the part of Government and 
it succeeded in creating a great breach among the 
Sikh leaders. The moderate section led by 
S. B. Mehtab Singh decided to accept this condition 
and thus got their release while the extremist block 
lead by S. Teja Singh Samundri and Master Tara 
Singh refused to accept any release if it was accom- 
panied by any condition whatsoever. That day 
marked the beginning of two groups amongst the 
Sikh leaders. One known as the Sardar Bahadur 
Group while the second known as the Akali Party. 

The Sardar Bahadur party got their release 
and came to occupy the offices of the official 
Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and 
began to work the Gurdwara Act but the radical 
group amongst the Sikhs remained behind the bars. 
This faithlessness to his colleagues greatly discredited 
the Sardar Bahadur and his followers and caused a 
serious blow to his prestige. How his party with a 
view to washing this blot entered into co-operation 
with Sir Malcolm Hailey and the Patiala Prince to 
v coerce the Akalis into submission is clearly shown 
in the next chapter. In the meantime, however, it 
should simply be mentioned that the Punjab Govern- 
ment failing to prove the charges against the 
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Akalis had after some time released all of them 
unconditionally and the courage and self-sacrifice 
shown by the Akalis in the duration of the trial 
very soon drove the Sardar Bahadurs out of the 
political field and the next elections brought crown 
of honour to the Akalis. Baba Kharak Singh was 
made the President and Master Tara Singh the 
Vice-President, 
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CHAPTER V 
Patiala Dispute 

Master Tara Singh's famous dispute with His 
Highness the late Maharaja Bhupindar Singh of 
Patiala comprises a very interesting story In view 
of the existing relations of the present ruler with 
the leader and his attitude towards the Sikh com- 
munity we wished such a painful chapter should not 
have been recorded but since the events connected 
with the dispute throw a flood of light on the 
character and courage of Master Tara Singh we feel 
that it would be a gross injustice to his personality 
if they are altogether neglected. 

Although His Highness traced his descent from 
the Phulkian Chiefs, who had the good fortune to 
have received blessings from Guru HarRai Sahib and 
Guru Gobind Singh Sahib yet the conduct of His 
x Highness had always been anti-Sikh, Not only this 
that the Sikhs were greatly deprived of their due 
share in the administration of the state but there 
were several other features as well in the personal 
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conduct of the ruler over which the Sikh public was 
not happy. 

He was very luxurious and extravagant and 
seemed to care very little for upholding the Sikh *• 
way of life or for befriending the Sikh community. 
In this connection it should be remembered that the 
Phulkian Chiefs are supposed to hold a position of 
honour not unmingled even with some kind of 
religious sanctity amongst the Sikhs. The Sikhs 
therefore expected from his personality to live like 
a true Sikh ruler quite mindful of the high moral 
character, righteousness, truth and all that the Sikh 
ideals stand for but surrounded by undesirable and 
disreputed atmosphere mostly non-Sikh in character 
His Highness's way of life greatly disappointed the 
Sikhs. j 

To quote the able author of India s Fight for 
Freedom* " Some of the Indian Princes, owing to 
misrule in their own states and personal extrava- 
gance leading to oppression of their subjects, were 
very unpopular in their territories and even outside 
in India in general. The Maharaja of Patiala was 
the leader of this illustrious band." 

He preferred intermarriages with the Rajputs 
and avoided relations with the Sikhs as far as 
possible. In view of these facts it was feared that 
the State was fast losing its Sikh character and the 
best mind in the community felt highly disturbed. 

He was already getting unpopular for his anti-^ 
Sikh leanings but the forcible abdication of His 
Highness Maharaja Ripduman Singh of Nabha who 
was at that time known for his courage, character 
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and his deep interest in Sikh religion added greatly to 
his unpopularity. It was widely believed that Patiala 
ruler's jealousy with the Nabha was greatly respon- 
sible for his torcible abdication and his subsequent 
internment at Kodai Kanal. It was a rude shock to 
the community. The Sikh leaders sincerely desired 
to have the ruler as well as the administration 
reformed but since they were already engaged in a 
lit'e-and-death struggle with the British Government 
for the independence of their Gurdwaras no effec- 
tive step could be taken towards that end. 

(2) 

On the other hand, instead of sympathising with 
the national aspirations and taking interest in the 
Akali movement which was mainly aimed at reform- 
ing the Gurdwaras, His Highness with a view to 
winning the favours of the Political Department of 
the Government of India tried to discourage and 
suppress its leaders. When in Lahore Fort plans 
were being hatched to lock up the entire Sikh 
leadership with outraging sentences or transporta- 
tions for lives the ruler of the premier Sikh State also 
came forward to contribute his share in suppressing 
them. 

My reference of the above is to the famous 
Akali Leaders' case in which over fifty leaders were 
involved on the charge of conspiring to deprive 
His Majesty the King-Emperor of his dominions in 
the Punjab and establishing Sikh raj instead* 

It has already been mentioned in another 
place that a sharp division had come about 
among the Sikh leaders in the duration 
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of the case when a group of them known as 
the Sardar Bahadur Group had obtained their 
release on their assurance to the Government 
that they would agree to work the Gurdwara 
Bill as passed by the Punjab Legislative Council 
consisting mainly of non-Sikh elements and will 
not resort to direct action in future leaving be^ 
hind the group of rebels and law-breakers known as 
the Akali party led by S. Teja Singh Samundri 
and Master Tara Singh and others who refused to 
effect their release conditionally. Primarily rhe 
new Act appeared altogether an unsatisfactory 
piece of legislation and the majority of the Sikhs felt 
greatly dissatisfied with it and secondly to give 
assurance to the Government was to beg re- 
lease from the rulers which idea to a brave Akali 
appeared nothing less than insulting and degrading, ^| 
On the one hand this refusal was a challenge to 
the Government and on the other it was a great 
hit to the prestige of those who had effected 
their release conditionally. The result was that 
the co-operators also entered into confidence of 
Sir Malcolm Hailey, the then Governor of 
the Punjab, to oust the Akalis and His Highness 
the Maharaja of Patiala also came to their rescue 
to coerce them into submission. Whether this 
triple alliance was able to break the determina- 
tion of the valiant Akalis or not is not a concealed 
fact. It is known to the whole world and much k 
of it has been explained in another chapter but 
in one thing it had certainly resulted and that was 
the start of agitation against the Patiala ruler, 
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Sirdar Sewa Singh Thikariwala, an accused 
in the Akali Leaders 1 case, was one of those 
who had refused to purchase their release con- 
ditionally and was a subject of the Patiala 
State. There was a very good opportunity for 
His Highness now to show his loyalty to the Politi- 
cal Department. Somehow or the other he 
got him repatriated to one of his own jails and 
began to create troubles for him. In the mean- 
time the Punjab Government failing to prove 
the charges against the Akali leaders had re- 
leased all of them unconditionally. But Sirdar Sewa 
Singh was treated as an exception by the Patiala 
ruler. 

He was kept in the Patiala prison while his 
other companions were set free. This was the 
immediate cause of the agitation in the state 
which very heavily cost the Patiala ruler in the 
long run. 

That a subject from the Patiala State should 
not submit before the conditions imposed by the 
benign Government was calculated to harm the 
loyal record of the prince who rules the state. 
This was the false vanity which had come to 
have control of the nerves of the Patiala ruler. 
That his honour could only be vindicated if 
Sirdar Sewa Singh submits before Hailey's commands. 
But the brave Akali had learnt to lay down his 
life rather than to accept humiliation of any kind 
or any form. Tortures unknown in the history 
of mankind were inflicted upon his person. Diffi- 
culties of novel type were created for his people. 
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But the man was unbending. He refused to submit 
before power. 

It was a gross betrayal to a friend and a colleague* 
said Master Tara Singh, to leave him alone in the ^ 
jail when all others were released. Either he 
should come out or they should join him be- 
hind the bars. The Akalis therefore started their 
agitation for the release of S, Sewa Singh Thikari- 
wala. They announced the holding of diwans 
(public meetings) in the state to protest against 
the continued detention of Sirdar Sahib. A 
deputation headed by Baba Kharak Singh also met 
the ruler but to no result. The Patiala authorities 
seemed determined to put down such demonstra- 
tions. Only the first meeting could be successfully 
held after which forcible dispersals began. All 
leaders were put into jails and any man found — 
wearing a black turban or a kirpan was severely 
dealt with. Repression reached the highest pitch- 
Properties of Akali workers were confiscated. 
Heavy fines and punishments were imposed upon 
anybody suspected to be sympathising with the 
Akalis, Where the Punjab Government had failed 
during the past few years the Patiala Prince 
thought that he would be successful. The reign 
of terror began for the Sikhs in the Sikh state, 
and many people had to give up wearing black 
turbans and hesitated to call themselves Akalis, 
The Maharaja thought that he was victorious 
but he was mostly mistaken. The heads which had 
failed the lathis of Beaty in Gum-ka-Bagh and 
the chests which had paralysed the bullets of 
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Johnstone at Jaito could easily bring His Highness 
also to his senses but it was a mistake to put 
the biggest Sikh state in trouble. The Sikh leaders 
knew it that the British Government for whose 
pleasure the Maharaja was creating havoc for 
his own people and more so for his Sikh brethren 
might find this dispute an excuse to annex the 
Sikh stare mto British territory. They, therefore, 
advised him to come to some terms and avoid 
any unpleasantness that might occur bur unfor- 
tunately he was surrounded by such people whose 
interest only lay in this that the relations of the 
Maharaja with the Sikhs should remain at the 
bitterest. Thus the attempt made by the Sikhs 
mostly in the interest of His Highness himself 
v- to come to some understanding failed and he 
continued his policy of repression. It was a 
challenge to the Akalis. They wished that it 
should be properly replied but the memory of 
the recent deposition of the Maharaja at Nabha was 
yet fresh in their minds. It was already a painful 
thing for them tc know of the recent loss of an 
important Sikh State, how could they then help 
bringing the same lot to the other one. They de- 
cided therefore not to resort to any direct action but 
to carry on propaganda in the press. 

(3) 

Master Tara Singh was ar this rune the editor of 
both the Akali papers — Urdu as well as Gurmukhi. 
He took the matter seriously in his hands, wrote 
a series of articles and gave warning to the 
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ruler not to tread the dangerous paths but drunk 
with power he tried to forcibly gag the man and his 
paper. The taking up of the matter in the press was 
greatly welcomed by the terror-stricken people 
of the state. They secretly came forward to 
Masterji and revealed to him the painful stones of 
untold sufferings inflicted by the Maharaja and his 
officers upon his subjects. Among the allegations 
were such things as rape and murders, abduction 
of girls into his private palaces and many others 
which a Sikh ruler should be ashamed to have 
done, 

Masterji was already up and doing but was 
greatly moved now and began to bring out sensational 
revelations in his paper. The truth was bitter to 
the ruler. He was enraged to the root of his being. 
That an Akali agitator should dare revealing the 
truth of the scandals of a prince was by no means 
a small thing for the Maharaja. It is alleged that he 
set out a gang of mercenary cut-throats to kidnap 
and murder Master Tara Singh, S. Jaimal Singh, 
a clerk of Masterji, was sought to be taken into 
confidence for the purpose on promises of rich 
reward but without success. Masterji possesses a 
dominating character and there can be no reason 
why anybody living with him should not be influenced 
by his magnetic personality. The clerk revealed the 
whole story to him. The Shromani Akali Dal every 
time apprehended the murder or kidnapping of 
Masterji. It was decided therefore to appoint at 
least four sewadars (Akali volunteers) to guard 
him day and night. Masterji was not in favour of 
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this proposal. He used to keep a kirpan always with 
him and it is said that his hand was always on the 
hilt of the sword. He was self-reliant and used 
to tell his friends that the cause taken up by him 
was righteous one and the great Guru Gobind Singh 
is the saviour of all those who stood for righteous- 
ness and truth. He had therefore no reason to fear 
anyone. Moreover he was endowed with strength 
of muscle and felt convinced that he could well 
act in self defence. He was sure that anyone who 
comes to stab him had slender chances of going 
back alive. 

In short the heart-searching articles and sensa- 
tional revelation in the Akali on the one hand 
inspired hope and confidence in the suppressed 
Patiala masses and on the other created fear in the 
heart of the ruler. The attention of the Govern- 
ment as well as the All-India States Peoples 
Conference (Ryasti Parja Mandal) was also attracted 
,as a result of which the Government of India was 
forced to hold an enquiry into the Maharaja's conduct 
towards his own subjects It was known as Fitz- 
patrick enquiry. It was held at Dalhousie. But 
since its personnel did not represent the popular 
opinion the Akalis and the public did not take 
part in it. The enquiry was boycotted and the 
agitation continued* 

The Maharaja realised his mistake. He sent 
* Nawab Liaqat Hayat Khan, his Prime Minister, and 
S. Raghbir Singh, Inspector-General of Police, 
Patiala, personally to Master Tara Singh with the 
assurance that he wou}d release all the political 
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prisoners including S + Sewa Singh and accede to 
most of their demands if the attitude taken by him 
in the Akali newspaper was abandoned* 

The meeting between the two high officials of 
the State and the Akali leader, it would be interest- 
ing to know, did not take place in any office, hotel 
or bungalow but in a deserted garden some half a 
mile away from the Khalsa College, Amritsar* 
on the Grand Trunk Road, The Shromani Akali 
Dal apprehended some mischief with the leader. 
They were afraid lest an attempt should be made to 
kidnap him as rumoured about. It is said that 
in order to keep safeguards therefore Jathedar 
Udhara Singh and some other Akali stalwarts con- 
cealed themselves in the bushes around with kirpans 
in their hands quite in readiness to meet any emer- 
gency. It was an historic meeting and an analogy 
could easily be drawn between the political meeting 
of Sivaji and Afzal Khan with this meeting of 
Masterji with Liaqat Hayat and others. The 
Maharaja was panic-stricken He released Sirdar Sewa 
Singh Thikariwala and undid most of the wrongs done 
by him but again some mischievous advice came 
into action and Sirdar Sahib was re-arrested. He was 
given severe tortures and a rotten treatment in jaiL 
This time therefore he resorted to the last weapon 
that a prisoner possesses for redress of his griev- 
ances, i.e., hunger strike and ended his life in the 
Patiala Jail, Thus another great scandal was added 
to the record of Patiala Prince. A storm of public 
agitation in the state as well as outside raided the 
Maharaja s character. Master Tara Singh through 
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the columns of the Akati took him to task severely 
and he was forced by the pressure of public opinion 
to come to an understanding with Masterji. 

It was the year 1934. The results of the Central 
Assembly Elections had recently been declared in 
which both the Akali candidates Sirdar Mangal Singh 
and Sirdar Sant Singh of Lyallpur came out success- 
ful while both the candidates set up by the Chief 
Khalsa Dewan and supported by His Highness were 
badly defeated. He therefore became thoroughly 
convinced of the power of the Akalis and thought it 
advisable to come to an understanding with them. 
Sirdar Raghbir Singh, Prof. Jodh Singh and 
Bawa Harkishen Singh acted as the messengers of 
peace. 

The Maharaja had to release all political pri- 
soners, restore confiscated property, refund the fines 
realized, promised not to interfere with the Sikh 
politics and allot the due share of the Sikhs in the 
administration of the state and abide by the Sikh 
rites and traditions and stop intermarriages with 
non-Sikh families. 

(4) ,3 
It should be mentioned here in this connection 
that Pattala's treasury was kept open to win the Akali 
worker in the heat of the struggle, and he had 
actually succeeded in winning over some enthusiastic 
workers of his state on to his side. But this weapon 
proved most futile against Masterji. Masterji was 
telling me that a responsible man from the state once 
came to him and offered him three lacs of rupees— one 
for the Shromani Akali Dal— the second for the Ahalt 
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lewspaper and third lac for his personal funds in 
case the agitation was abandoned but Masterji 
instead of having any talk in the matter turned the 
man out from his office with red eyes and asked him 
never to come back again. It is a common rumour 
current among the Sikh public that a blank cheque 
was placed before Masterji on behalf of the Patiala 
ruler which was immediately torn out like waste 
paper and returned to the drawer with his usual 
feverish rebukes. This is a remarkable charac- 
teristic which has always guided Masterji to success 
and prominence. 

Two things it is stated can create flexibility 
in the heart of a human being. Charming face of 
a lovely maid or gold and wealth. Hardly can we 
find a man who could stick to his principles 
in the face of these two enemies of mankind. These 
are the two evils which are sure to torpedo the weak 
side of a man. History has seen veteran generals and 
great leaders stumbling from their positions when 
these cockbaits were placed before them but in 
Masterji's character we find that none of these could 
succeed in moving him from his principles. When he 
had entered the public life of his community he took 
a vow before God that two things he would never do. 
Firstly that he would not accumulate wealth and 
become rich and secondly that he would not fear 
death if it came in the way of the cause that he 
espoused. 

And we see in his relations with the Patiala 
ruler that neither threats of murder could deter 
him from his path nor the temptation of lacs could 
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effect any change in his attitude. He is a hero 
indeed— selfless like a child and fearless like a lion. 

The dispute continued for more or less nine years, 
i.e., from 1926 to 1935 after which although a settle- 
ment had been effected yet the relations between His 
Highness Maharaja Bhupindar Singh and the Akalis 
h;id never been sweet until his death when the 
Akali leader paid a condolence visit to Patiala. 
The present ruler of the state appears to be 
an intelligent prince and is possessed of far- 
sightedness and feels his obligations and responsi- 
bilities towards the Sikh community and takes 
interest in the Sikh religion and politics. The 
Shromani Akali Dal has also in its first annual 
conference at Attari laid down its policy towards 
the Sikh States. There is nothing unreasonable in 
the resolution. We wish therefore that the new 
Patiala ruler tries to abide by it so that the relations 
between the Phulkian Chiefs and the Sikh public 
should remain sweet and cordial. 
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CHAPTER VI 



Nehru Report Reactions 

During the years 1924 to 1927 the communal 
question in India had become most intricate. Several 
clashes took place throughout the country and 
Gandhi and Congress found themselves in a most 
difficult position, Serious riots broke out in Lahore* 
Multan, Bareilly and Nagpur. The official version of 
the toll taken by these riots is stated to be 250 killed 
and over 2,500 injured. In view of this unfortunate 
situation sometime in 1927 Mr. Srimvas Iyengar, the 
President of the Guhati session of the Congress and 
a most outstanding Swarajist leader of Madras* 
"whose one ambition in life, as he repeatedly said, 
an ambition which rested in a fund of self-confidence* 
was to evolve a formula for Hindu-Muslim unity—" 
undertook a country- wide tour with a view to find- 
ing out some solution for the present tangle. In the 
Punjab, besides others, he was welcomed by S. Mangal 
Singh and Master Tara Singh. The two leaders 
placed the Sikhs* point of view before the Congress 
President. 
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Masterji assured him that the Sikhs may not 
demand separate electorates in the Punjab if joint ! 
electorates are introduced throughout India with ! 
reservation of seats for minorities. 

The matter was consequently taken up in the 
Congress Working Committee and also in the 
A.I.CC. which met at Bombay sometime in May 
1927 as a result of which a communal formula was 
evolved which 11 contemplated joint electorates, with 
reservation of seats on the basis of population in the 
provinces and in the Central Legislature, and pro- 
vided reciprocal concessions in favour of minorities, 
including Sikhs in the Punjab, by mutual agreement 
so as to give them weighted representation and 
maintain the same proportion in the Central Legis- 
lature as well." 

The resolution was quite good in spirit but it 
could not clear the issue with regards to the Sikhs. 
Their position therefore remained in a state of con- 
fusion. The w reciprocal concessions " mentioned in 
the resolution could very well provide benefits both 
to the Hindus and to the Muslims because both these 
communities have got their population in all the 
provinces of India. In some provinces Hindus are 
in majority and in many others the Muslims are in 
majority. They can be in a position to allow recip- 
rocal concessions to each other by mutual agree- 
ment but the position of the Sikhs is altogether 
different. They do not command majority anywhere 
\md thus cannot provide reciprocal advantage to 
any other community The Sikhs could, therefore, 
be satisfied only if a particular clause were added to 
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the formula providing special one-sided concessions 
to the Sikh minority in the Punjab. 

The matter again came up before the Madras 
Congress in December 1927 held under the presi- 
dentship of Dr. Ansari, the veteran Muslim Leader of 
Delhi, Masterji, who was present there as a member 
of the A.I.C.C. stressed upon the Working Commit- 
tee the necessity of an amendment to that effect 
which the Congress Working Committee readily 
conceded. For some time after that the Sikhs re- 
mained perfectly satisfied but this atmosphere of 
cordiality could not remain constant. 

Immediately after the Madras Congress, Lord 
Birkenhead, the then Secretary of State for India, 
hurled a challenge to the Indian statesmen to produce 
some agreed formula with regard to the communal 
problem in India The challenge was taken up in a 
spirit of sportsmanship. A meeting of the All 
Parties Conference was called in Bombay in which 
the Sikh point of view as previously was represented 
by Masterji and S. Mangal Singh, The Conference 
appointed a sub-committee with Pandit Motilal 
Nehru in the chair to thresh out some agreed for- 
mula as desired by the Secretary of State. This 
committee was later on known as the Nehru Com- 
mittee and the recommendations that it made after 
several sittings did not prove agreeable to the majo- 
rity of the Sikh opinion in the Punjab. 

With regard to the communal problem the w 
report in the main recommended ; — 

1. Joint electorates throughout India. 

2. Reservation of seats for the Muslim and the 
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non-Muslim minorities with right to contest addi- 
tional seats, but 

3. No reservation of seats for any community 
in the Punjab and Bengal. 

(2) 

The Nehru report was undoubtedly the result of 
great labour of the best brains but unfortunately it 
could receive appreciation neither at the hands of 
the Muslims nor the Sikhs. 

A large section amongst the Sikhs viewed the 
provisions of the report with the utmost surprise and 
disappointment and regarded them as most unfair 
and unjustified. They actually wondered as to why 
the Punjab and with that Bengal was excluded from 
the reservation clause. When it was found in the 
fitness of things to allow special reservation of seats 
to the Hindus in Sind and N.W.F.P. and to the 
Muslims in U.P., CP,, Bombay, Madras, and in all 
those provinces where they are in minority, there 
apparently seemed no reason why the Sikhs were 
not given the benefit of the same concession in the 
province where they are in minority. 

It was wrong on the part of the All Parties Con- 
ference to make any classification or discrimination 
of any kind and was deplorable indeed inasmuch 
as the present decision was calculated to be a direct 
violation of the pledges given to the Sikh minority 
^ on the occasion of the Madras Congress, It was 
^^tegarded as step-motherly treatment and was there- 
fore highly resented by the Sikhs of the Punjab. 

The Nehr u report had proved a most unfortu- 
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nate document in the Sikh politics in that it cracked 
the solidarity of the Congressites in the community. 
It had brought about sharp differences amongst the 
Sikhs and consequently offended some of the best 
men m the community. 

This is the root cause of acute differences be- 
tween Master Tara Singh and S. Mangal Singh on 
the one side and Baba Kharak Singh and the Con- 
gress on the other. No doubt about it that other 
elements had emerged later on which left no attrac- 
tion for Babaji to come back to the Congress fold 
again yet it must be admitted that the first blow was 
given by the Nehru report. 

Let us now go a little more into the details how 
the report was responsible in bringing about an 
irreparable breach amongst the Sikh leaders. 

There was a considerable section amongst the ^ 
Sikhs who held to the Congress ideology even 
at a time when the interests of the community de- 
1 manded their making a protest. S. Mangal Singh 
who has been an enthusiastic worker of the Akali 
Party for some time, was wedded to the above idea 
and was a member of the Nehru Committee, 
Accordingly, in obedience to the stand chosen by 
him he signed the Nehru Report without raising any 
objection and thus put the seal of the Sikhs' assent 
on its recommendation. On the other hand Master 
Tara Singh sent a telegram to Pandit Motilal Nehru 
vehemently protesting against the recommendations 
of the Nehru Report. He was the first man in the 
community who raised his voice against it. He was 
a staunch supporter of the Congress no doubt but 
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only up to the limit that it did not interfere with the 
legitimate rights of the Sikhs. To submit or to give 
his assent to a decision which is against the best 
interests of the community goes against his very 
grain. 

It is understood that Panditji did not give a 
courteous reply to Masterji. His telegram was rather 
haughty and disappointing. It was now the business 
of the whole community to see what course would 
be suitable for them in the circumstances. 

To consider the situation sometime in 1928 
a meeting of the All Parties Conference of the 
Sikhs was called at Shahid Missionary College, 
Amritsar. Before proceeding with the decisions of 
the Conference it must be mentioned here that 
Masterji and S. Mangal Singh had been working side 
' by side up to this time. Both of them were strong- 
holds of one single party and had been working with 
one single aim. The daily Akali (Urdu) was edited 
by Sardar Sahib while the Gurmukhi organ called 
Akali'te-Pardesi of the party was edited by Masterji. 

But this issue broMllwJl^ ave d ' fferc,rces beE rf en 
the two. Pre viodslybotti could work with once policy 
in view but now it was not possible to maintain com- 
mon policy in the two papers. It was agreed there- 
fore that it the All Parties Conference endorsed the 
recommendations of the Nehru Committee Masterji 
would forthwith resign from the editorship of the 
-Gurmukhi paper in favour of Sardar Sahib, but if the 
decision of the Conference took opposite direction 
Sardar Sahib would have to relinquish the editorial 
responsibilities of the Urdu Akali in favour of 
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Masterji. A hard trial of strength was expected in 
the Conference. Both parties had briskly convassed 
their own point of view. The Conference met at 
the fixed date. A tough fight took place. Baba^ 
Gurdit Singh of the Kamagata Maru fame, S, Amar 
Singh Jhabal and Giam Hira Singh Dard justified 
the action of S. Mangal Singh and consequently did 
not disapprove of the Nehru Report, while S. Gopai 
Singh Qaumi and S. Amar Singh sided with Masterji 
and gave their disapproval of the report. Heated 
debates marked the proceedings of the Conference 
and when division was challenged Masterji carried 
the day with a narrow majority. Needless to men- 
tion that Baba Kharak Singh also concurred with 
Masterji in the above decision. 

Thus under the terms of the mutual agreement , 
S. Mangal Singh resigned the editorship of the "4 
Urdu Akali in favour of Masterji and since then 
the two leaders have parted ways and it was very 
seldom that they were seen on a common plat- 
form again, 

(3) 

The process of protests against the report was- 
yet going on when the All Parties Conference again 
met in Lucknow on 28th, 29th and 30th of August 
1928 to consider the report of the Nehru Committee. 
Lest it should cause any digression we need not go 
into details of how the Committee were offered 
congratulations on its labour and given acceptance^ 
by the moderates, liberals and right wing leaders 
of the Congress and how it was condemned by the 
left wingers in the Congress but we must make a 
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brief mention of what took place at the Conference 
with regard to the communal problem. Besides 
S. Mangal Singh, Masterji, S. Gopal Singh Qaumi, 
Giani Sher Singh, some others were also invited at 
the meeting. Sikh leaders strongly advocated the 
Sikh point of view and protested against the present 
recommendations of the report but, to say the least, 
their voice proved a cry in the wilderness. To give a 
little appeasement to the Sikhs, however, a Punjab 
Pact was enacted to arrive at a solution of the 
Punjab problem. But the pact also repeated the 
recommendations of the Nehru Report with a slight 
amendment. It provided joint electorates on the 
basis of adult franchise without reservation of seats 
to any community in the province and further requir- 
ed that this formula should be given a trial for at 
least ten years, after which if necessary suitable 
amendments might be made. This formula was also 
not agreeable to Masterji, Giani Sher Singh and 
others of his opinion. They pleaded that the Sikhs 
are an important minority. In order to give them 
weighted representation therefore 30% of seats in 
the Punjab must be allotted to them. Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and several 
others had long talks with the Sikh leaders but 
these consultations brought forward no satisfactory 
solution. The result was that the pact was signed 
by all the Punjab delegates including S, Mangal 
* Singh but Masterji and Giani Sher Singh refused to 
give their approval to the pact and signed it only 
with their strong minutes of dissent. It is to be pointed 
out here that their third companion S. Gopal Smgh 
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Qaumi had been arrested in Lucknow on the force 
of a warrant issued against him by the Punjab 
Government for an alleged objectionable speech 
delivered by him somewhere in his province. 

The Sikh leaders returned disappointed from 
Lucknow and the Nehru Report became a subject of 
agitation for the community. A conference of 
the Central Sikh League was called at Gujranwala 
to consider the latest developments under the presi- 
dentship of Baba Kharak Singh. Pandit Malviya 
was also present there by invitation* The Sikhs 
justified their claim of 30% representation in the 
Punjab which the venerable Pandit appreciated and 
in a brilliant speech in the conference promised all 
possible support to their demands. 

(4) 

We now pass on to the Calcutta Congress held 
under the presidentship of Pandit Motilal Nehru 
at the end of 1928, The All Parties Conference also 
held a convention on the occasion to give rinal 
touches to their recommendations before passing it 
on to the Congress. A fairly large number of 
delegates were invited from all parts of the country 
representing all shades of opinions. Practically all 
the prominent Sikh leaders belonging to both the 
wings, perhaps thirty in number, attended the con- 
vention and took part in its deliberations. Masterji 
along with his supporters sought interviews with all 
the leading Congress leaders and represented to 
them the Sikh point of view in the most efficient 
manner; as a result of which Dr. Ansan and 
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Gandhiji felt convinced and agreed to lend their 
moral support to the claims of the Sikhs. Pandit 
Motilal also agreed that if the Sikhs are able to have 
an amendment passed in the house, he would not 
object to it. On the other hand Mr. Jinnah who had 
just come from England and was present in the con- 
vention made the Punjab problem all the more intri- 
cate. He demanded that the Muslims should be given 
a representation of 56°/ 0 on the basis of population 
in the Punjab and a weighted representation of 33 a / 0 
in the Centre. 

It was very difficult now to find a way out of 
the confusion. 

The leaders felt greatly upset and found them- 
selves compelled to make a sub-committee to con- 
sider all the points raised by the Muslims and the 
Sikhs and to make recommendations thereon. Pandit 
Motilal, Pandit Malaviya, Gandhiji, Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru, Mr. Jinnah, Malik Barkat Ali, Maulana Abdul 
Qadir Qasuri, Maulana Azad, Maulana Zafar Ali 
Khan, Master Tara Singh, S. B. Mehtab Singh, 
S. Harnam Singh, Advocate, Giani Sher Singh, 
S. Mangal Singh and some others were included in 
the sub-committee but they also met with no success. 
Hindu members with the exception of Gandhiji and 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru did not see their way to 
acceding to Mr. Jinnah's claims while Mr. Jinnah 
did not care to discuss the Sikh demands. He 
immediately got up and went out without arriving 
at any conclusion and made the confusion worse 
confounded. The next day the matter came up 
before the convention and Mr, jinnah with his gifted 
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eloquence made a remarkable speech justifying 
the validity of his claims and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru 
in an equally good speech supported him. On the 
other hand S. B. Mehtab Singh and Mr. M. R. Jaykar 
refuted his claims with equally brilliant speeches 
and the majority of the opinion in the house realised 
the futility of Mr, Jinnab's irrational stand. But in 
spite of all this no encouragement came forth to the 
Sikhs and in a state of utter disappointment S. 
Harnam Singh read out a well-worded statement 
on behalf of the Sikh delegates dealing at some 
greater length the justification of the stand taken 
by them and amidst the loud cries of Sat Sri Akal 
the Sikh members with the exception of S. Mangal 
Singh and those of his opinion staged a walk-out. 

This walk-out left a deep impression upon the 
minds of the Hindu leaders. In the absence of the 
Sikh members, therefore, Pandit Dharm Vir Singh 
of U. P. moved a resolution in the convention that 
the Sikhs should be given the same measure of 
representation in the Punjab which the other 
minorities enjoyed in other provinces. Pandit Neki 
Ram Sharma of Hissar supported the resolution 
while Dr. Mohammad Alam and Maulana Zafar 
Ali Khan opposed it + The speeches delivered by 
the movers were impressive to the highest degree 
and reasonable in nature. It was expected that the 
resolutions would be carried by a considerable 
majority. But at this time Pandit Motilal got up 
and turned the direction of the wind and when 
division was called the resolution was lost by 
six votes only. It must be remembered here that at 
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the outset Panditji had promised to the Sikhs that 
he would not have any objection if they were 
able to have an amendment passed in their favour 
We cannot possibly presume what led the leader to 
change his views at the eleventh hour but one thing 
we cannot retrain from saying is that this decision 
forced the arch nationalists amongst the Sikhs to 
reconsider the stand taken by them. It is said that 
S. Teja Singh Chuharkana, who has all along 
been above the Nehru Report agitation, actually lost 
his temper at this decision and demonstrated his 
strong resentment to Dr. Ansari, Pandit Motilal 
and others. He also went vehemently complaining 
to Gandhiji of the injustice done to them. Gandhiji 
was unfortunately observing silence on that day 
and could not speak to them but he was not so 
much uncompromising. On a small chit he gave 
him the assurance that Monlalji could not be so 
unjust. The case of the Sikhs of the Punjab would 
not be ignored and that justice would certainly be 

done to them. 

Needless to mention here that the convention 
could not calmly finish its deliberations. It be- 
came a sad failure and was therefore adjourned 
sine die. To use the words of Dr. Pattabhi Sittaramya, 
an important member of the Congress Working 
Committee, " The All Parties Convention was 
really lying in Calcutta on its sick bed— one might 
* say, its deathbed. The longer it lived the more 
numerous became the demands of the poor relations 
that gathered round it. Like the calf at Sabarmati 
it could not live but would not die. It was therefore 
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necessary to smoother* its way to heaven." 

The convention as already mentioned was ad- 
journed sine die without coming to any conclusion. 
What then would be the attitude of the Calcutta 
Congress with regard to its affairs was a subject 
of speculations for the country. The Nehru Report 
was not only deprecated by the minorities but 
it caused a sharp division in the Congress ranks also. 
The left wingers of the Congress including Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, and Mr, Subhas Chandra Bose 
advocated complete independence as the final goal 
of the Congress while the report would go no 
further than the Dominion Status. The two 
firebrand Congressites had demonstrated their vehe- 
ment protest at Lucknow also at the occasion of the 
All Parties Conference by forming an Independence 
League but now it had become a bone of contention 
between the two wings of the Congress. The left 
wing was opposed to the acceptance of the recom- 
mendations oi the Nehru Report while the elder 
Nehru with his large following was bent upon 
imposing it on the Congress. A hard tussel took 
place and with a very small majority a compro- 
mise resolution as brought forward by Gandhiji 
contemplating the provisional acceptance of the 
report was carried. The resolution stated: "Subject 
to the exigencies of the political situation, this 
Congress will adopt the Nehru constitution if it is 
accepted in its entirety by the British Parliament 
on or before the 31st December, 1929, but in the 
event of its non-acceptance by the date or its 
earlier rejection, the Congress will organise a 
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campaign of non-violent non-co-operation by advising 
the country to refuse taxation and in such other 
manner as may be decided upon/* 

The resolution may be characterised as a compro- 
mise between the left wing and the right wing of the 
Congress but it afforded absolutely no compromise 
to the minorities. It was certain that the Congress 
could not have objected to the adoption of the report 
if the British Parliament had made a declaration of 
Dominion Status for India during the year of grace 
allowed in the resolution. The Sikh members 
therefore came back quite empty handed from 
Calcutta. 

This time limit was a year of very strong 
agitation for the Sikhs against the report. A 
number of conferences and protest meetings were 
held throughout the province. The Central Sikh 
League held its Conferences at Lahore and at 
Lyallpur under the presidentship of Master Tara 
Singh to voice forth their protest, and the Panth 
was shaken to the roots. 
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CHAPTER VII 
At the Helm 



We have already mentioned in another place 
that the Nehru Report was responsible for creating 
two parties amongst the Congressite Sikhs— one led 
by Master Tara Singh, dissatisfied with the Nehru 
Report but seeking its amendment by remaining 
within the Congress and the second led by S. Mangal 
Singh standing all in all for the Congress and accept- 
ing the verdict of the majority irrespective of their 
attitude towards the Sikhs But now another sub- 
division had come about. The process how this 
subdivision was caused is interesting no doubt but it 
would add much to the information of the readers if 
a brief account is given of the detachment of Baba 
Kharak Singh, the veteran Sikh leader, from the 
Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and 
Shromani Akali Dal and the coming into power of 
Master Tara Singh and consequently the feelings of 
unfriendliness created thereafter. But before doing 
that we would like to study the character of Babaji 
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more or less which is responsible for his present-day 
political isolation* 

A man of high moral character, honesty of pur- 
^ pose and great ideals Babaji reminds one of the Sikh 
saints and missionaries of the olden times who spent 
their lives in deep devotion and the service of man- 
kind. He has got a venerable figure, a large forehead, 
the eyes that flash fearlessness and trie grand white 
beard that commands reverence and influence* He 
has got an unparalleled record of self-sacrifices and 
sufferings to his credit and hardly will there be found 
any man in the Sikh politics or in the Indian politics 
who could claim to have gone to His Majesty's 
prisons more often than Babaji. His patriotism is 
unquestioned. Many a time he has led the Khalsa 
to success and victory and his name is remembered 
*~ with utmost reverence and admiration in all quarters. 
But unfortunately for the Sikh community Babaji 
has some very serious shortcomings. As a fighter he 
has thoroughly succeeded but as a statesman he is 
altogether a failure. The political skilfulness so 
often essential to tackle the burning topics of the 
day is badly wanting in him. Lack of diplomacy in 
a missionary work is a merit indeed but the greatest 
shortcoming in the political field. He is not 
endowed with an eye which could distinguish be- 
tween a friend and a foe. Whenever self-interested 
persons gathered round him in lamb's clothing he 
_ failed to judge their artificial make-up and insincere 
motives, This may be welcomed from a rishi in the 
Himalayas but it is calculated to be lack of efficiency 
from a man of responsibility in the political field. 
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He is most uncompromising* Unless one re- 
peatedly knock at his door he cannot expect him to 
come to his place for discussion of political problems 
of vital importance — may he be Gandhi, Nehru or 
the Viceroy. He is obstinate like a child and equally 
unsophisticated. He is a man with a rather auto- 
cratic bent of mind and likes to see his orders carried 
out howsoever impracticable they may be* 

Last and by no means the least in the later years 
he has been surrounded by a group of evil advisers 
and self-seekers who have lost all their position in 
the political field of their community or country and 
now like to take undue advantage of his name and 
his sacrifices. Whether it will be possible for them 
to regain their lost positions or not is not for me to 
say. The Sikh intelligentsia know it and they 
themselves realise it but one thing that is sure to 
result out of this alliance is that Babaji would suffer 
much of his influence, reputation and prestige in the 
company of these discredited clever persons. The 
world has gone much farther and the people have 
learnt to discriminate between the good and the bad. 
Only those leaders would have their hold on the 
masses who march with the march of time others are 
sure to lag behind howsoever daring or self-sacrific- 
ing they may be. 

The author does not intend any insult to the 
great Sikh leader and as a matter of fact he is no 
authority to comment upon the action of one who 
had at one time at least occupied a unique position 
not only in his community but in the whole of 
the country but as a Sikh citizen it should not be a 
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cause of any offence to anyone if he utilises the 
pages of this book to place before him the mirror 
of the public opinion and the grievances and the 
expectations that the educated Sikh youth cherish 
from him. 

Coming to our point a group of reactionaries 
I amongst the Sikhs who had been at all times 
opposed to the Sikhs joining the Congress now became 
active to poison the Sikh public opinion about the 
Congress and utilise the present resentment of the 
community against the Nehru Report to their own 
interests. They gathered round Baba Kharak Singh, 
spoke ill of the Congress decisions and the alleged 
attitude of its leaders towards the Sikh minority 
and ultimately succeeded in taking undue advantage 
of the weak side of Babaji's high character and 
{ his leanings towards their own point of view. 
A year before Babaji was the President of the 
Punjab Provincial Congress Committee and a strong 
supporter of the Congress cause but now surrounded 
by self-seekers he decided to take up a different 
attitude. 

Master Tara Singh on the other hand advocated 
that the resentment of the Sikhs should be confined 
only up to opposing the Nehru Report, It should 
certainly be boycotted but being a minority com- 
munity there was no wisdom in standing aloof from 
the greatest and the only country- wide political 
^-organisation. 

Thus the Sikh leadership was divided into 
three camps. A practically insignificant minority 
who approved of the Nehru Report on one side, a 
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group of Sikh aristocracy who stood for th& 
boycott of the Congress on the second and a large 
number of Akalis who disapproved of the Nehru 
Report but stood with the Congress in all other 
matters on the third side. This third group was led 
by Master Tara Singh It would not be untrue to- 
say that |the stand chosen by Masterji proved 
very fortunate for him in his future political life 
since it ensured his leadership in the community 
for the coming years. 

He understands the psychology of his followers 
and although a stern disciplinarian adjusts himself 
sometime to accommodate his workers provided it 
does not in any way interfere with the interests 
of the community or of the country. The Sikhs are 
staunch patriots and side by side with that they are 
God-fearing and religious men. They are the saint 
soldiers of Guru Gobind Singh who was a unique 
patriot and a spiritual leader. They can die for 
their religion just as they have done at Nankana 
Sahib and Jaito but at the same time nobody 
could dissuade them from joining any organisa- 
tion fighting for the freedom of their country. 
The experience has shown that those leaders 
are sure to be deserted by the Sikh masses who fail 
to champion the cause of their community howsoever 
nationalist they may be ; those will also have 
no place amongst the Sikhs who neglect the - 
cause of their country even though they be the best 
Sikbs. Those and only those Leaders would be 
welcomed by the Sikhs who are intensely patriotic 
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and who never fail to voice forth their protest if the 
interests of the community so demands. 

(2) 

This division and subdivision in the Sikh 
politics was yet in the process of making when 
the Congress President Pandit Motilal Nehru, 
a few months after the Calcutta Congress, paid a 
visit to the Punjab in connection with the next 
session which was decided to be held in Lahore 
in December 1929 and felt the pressure of 
resentment amongst the Sikhs against the Nehru 
Report. On the other hand no pronouncement had 
as yet come out from the British statesmen and he 
therefore thought it advisable to appease the Sikhs 
and thus avoid any unpleasantness at the coming 
f session. He tried to meet Baba Kharak Singh, 
Master Tara Singh and other Sikh leaders and gave 
them the assurance that on the occasion of the 
Lahore Congress the Nehru Report would be set 
aside and along with that its recommendations would 
be declared null and void and when framing any 
future constitution for India the claim of the 
Sikhs of the Punjab would not be neglected* This 
assurance on the part of the Congress President 
was regarded as a welcome gesture and went a long 
way towards satisfying the Sikh opinion but the 
agitation against the report was not alogether 
"n*, abandoned. It continued until the Lahore Session 
was held when the report was thrown in the 
waste paper basket. 

The Lahore Congress was to meet at the end of 



Page 109 



105 



1 Sant Sipahi - The oldest Panthic Magazine/ www sanlsi 

December 1929 under the presidentship of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, And side by side with that it was v 
decided to hold a Sikh conference also under the 
presidentship of Baba Kharak Singh. It was J 
chiefly convened to demonstrate to the Congress 
leaders the solidarity of rhe Sikh opinion on the 
question of Nehru Report. On the other hand 
Gandhiji, the two Nehrus, Dr. Ansari, Hakim Ajmal 
Khan and other Congress leaders were anxious to 
avoid this parallel demonstration when the Congress 
was meeting on the same days in the same city 
and particularly when they had decided to erase 
the point at dispute. The Congress leaders 
approached Babaji, Masterji and other Sikh leaders 
and requested them not to hold a separate conference 
or take out a separate procession but add to 
the grandeur of one of the most important sessions 
of the Congress being held in their province. 

The prospects of a compromise between the 
Sikh leaders and the Congress High Command were 
very bright and it was imminent that the Sikhs 
would unanimously remove all their differences with 
the Congress when it is said that the anti-Congress 
elements amongst the Sikhs came into motion in 
obedience to the jerks administered from the 
Government House and consequently succeeded in 
taking undue advantage of Baba Kharak Singh's 
nature w T hich could be easily persuaded and misled. 
That a martial community with their unique tradi- - 
tions and bravery should join the Congress heart 
and soul more or less unanimously and particularly 
at a time when the Congress was expected to unfurl 
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the banner ot complete independence and initiate a 
Iife-and-death struggle with the Government could 
in no way be a source of convenience for the autho- 
rities. 

Deliberately remaining silent over the uncom- 
promising attitude adopted by Baba Kharak Singh 
in the course of negotiations it is to be stated 
that Masterji attended the Congress session, took 
part in its deliberations and had the wrongs undone 
while Babaji remained aloof and took a different 
attitude in the course of which his bitterness against 
the Congress increased. 

We wished such painful incidents should not 
have been brought before the public but it was not 
possible to avoid them since these events marked the 
point of alienation between Baba Kharak Singh 
and Master Tara Singh, 

The Congress Working Committee gave a 
careful consideration to the grievances of the 

Sikhs and passed a resolution stating '* as the 

Sikhs in particular, and Muslims in general, had 
expressed dissatisfaction on the solution of the 
communal questions proposed in the Nehru Report, 
this Congress assures the Sikhs, the Muslims and 
other minorities, that no solution thereof in any 
future constitution will be acceptable to the 
Congress that does not give full satisfaction to the 
parties concerned* 1 

Under the circumstances no cause of offence 
was left now for the Sikhs against the Congress 
and the Congress also expected in response that 
the Sikhs should actively take part in the struggle that 
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was contemplated ahead in view of the resolu- 
tion of Complete Independence adopted at the 
session, 

Baba Kharak Singh was at this time the - 
President of the Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee and Masterji was the Vice-President. 
Gandhiji declared open the Civil Disobedience 
movement in March 1930, which the former opposed 
while the latter supported heart and soul. This act 
of Masterji created larger following and greater 
popularity for him. He became now a dynamic 
figure in the Sikh politics and when in the 
heat of civil disobedience movement shooting 
took place in the Frontier he led a Sikh jatha to 
Peshawar as a mark of sympathy for the sufferers, a 
detailed account of which is given in the follow- 
ing lines. This event marked the fall of Babaji 
and rise of Masterji in the Sikh politics. 

Ever since the day the victorious British 
legions marched into the streets of Delhi in 1857, 
India's struggle for independence has been one long 
tale of baptism with fire and blood. Ireland had 
one Easter Sunday and after the spilling of the Irish 
blood on that day Ireland achieved independence. 
But India having discarded violence as a political 
weapon and following Gandhis doctrine of 
Ahimsa, though here and there fiery young men con- 
tinued violent activities, but never on the scale of 
the Irish Sunday — India in spite of all this divergences 
with Irish methods had such Easter Sunday every 
five or ten years and sometimes earlier than that. 
Close on the heels of Jallianwala Bagh came the 
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martyrdom of valiant Sikhs at Nabha and elsewhere 
and then while the statesmen and humanists of 
Europe were thinking of making League of Nations 
a real success and arranging to call disarmament 
conferences to usher in a new era of peace and pro- 
sperity for the world, the British Government, one 
of the champions of peace in Europe was 
following a policy entirely different in India. Pesha- 
war's citizens— the peaceful people— were facing 
armoured cars and machine-guns while disarma- 
ment plans were being hatched in European capitals I 
After ten years of Jallianwala Bagh the blood of 
India's passive fighters for freedom was spilled 
again. The brave Pathans, who had come out in a 
procession to protest against the arrests of their 
leader, were laid dead with an intermittent firing 
lasting for about three hours. Before proceeding 
with our object we must give a brief account of 
what took place at Peshawar on 23rd April 1930. It 
is a memorable day for the patriots of the Frontier 
Province and every year a grand mela is held in 
Kissakham Bazar inside Kabuli Gate to pay homage 
to the martyrs, 

Gandhi's raid on Dharasana salt depot in 
March 1930 and the declaration of the mass Civil 
Disobedience movement by the leader this time 
made an addition of a very glorious chapter in 
the history of self-sacrifies of the people of India for 
* their freedom. Men, women and children went to 
jail smiling. Peaceful processionists at several places 
greeted the lathis of the police on their heads 
and welcomed the bullets in their chests ! 
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Like heroes they defied the ordinance rule and 
bravely faced the repression let loose by the 
Government. Whole of the story is a woeful study 
but the events of 23rd April 1930 have no parallel. 
As in the rest of India the Frontier Congress notified 
that the picketing of the liquor shops would 
commence on 23rd April. A day earlier the feelings 
of the people were stirred when a Congress 
deputation deputed by A. I. C. C to enquire into 
the working of the N.-W. F, P. Regulation was 
stopped at Attock and not allowed to enter that 
province. 

To protest against this ban on the Congress 
leaders the people formed themselves into a 
procession and also held a public meeting at the 
Shahi Bagh, Peshawar. Early next morning* i.e.. on the 
23rd all the important leaders including Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan and Syed Lai Badshah were arrested. 
When two of the leaders who were arrested at 
9 a.m. were being taken to the thana in a prison 
van a tyre of the lorry got punctured. At this time 
the leaders undertook to march to the thana on 
foot. The people in order to greet their leaders 
continued following them to the thana shouting 
their national slogans and when they were about 
to return they faced armoured cars rushing on 
towards them. At this time an Englishman came 
dashing on a motor cycle which collided with the 
armoured car and he fell down and was crushed. 
In this process sevral men were trampled down 
and someone out of the infuriated mob exhibited 
some violence and one of the cars also caught 



1 



110 



Sant Sipahi -The oldest Panthic Magazine/ www sanlsipahi org 



fire accidentally. At this the armoured cars were 
ordered to open fire on the mob and within a short 
time whole of the Bazar was coloured red with 
the blood of the Pathans. Government's version 
of the casualties was 30 killed and 33 wounded 
but the popular version put it at nearly seven 
to ten times the figure. 

The sufferings of the Frontier people did not 
end here. The city remained under Military control 
for many days. On 31st of May two children of 
S. Ganga Singh Kamboj aged 9* years and 16 months 
respectively and his wife were fired at by the British 
Lance Corporal of K. O, Y. L. I when they were 
passing in a tonga in Peshawar City through the 
Kabuli Gate. The children* it is said, M dropped dead 
like birds from a tree and their mother was 
severely wounded on arm and breast, the breast 
being completely blown/' 

With the due permission of the Deputy Com- 
missioner the dead bodies of the children were 
taken in a huge procession attended by several 
thousand pathans and others. " Yet the carriers of 
the bier and the funeral processionists were shot at 
by the military,— without giving any previous 
warning to disperse, — from a distance of two yards 
only \ The dead bodies of the children were 
dropped on the ground, but they were earned 
again and again by others. Thus 9 men were killed 
v and 18 wounded, as per Government reply in the 
Legislative Assembly, from firing 17 rounds. The 
scenes reminiscent of Jallianwala Bagh were 
witnessed in Peshawar. A wave of indignation 
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surged all over the country. Protest were made 
against the Government's action and appreciations 
and congratulations were offered to the departed 
souls. What more could an unarmed dependent 
country wedded to the idea of non-violence do 
under such circumstances except to accord their 
moral condemnation to the tyrants and warm 
appreciation to the victims ? 

The incident stirred Master Tara Singh to the 
depth of his soul. The heart of the great 
Sikh was stirred like a helpless bird. The Khalsa 
was created by Guru Gobind Singh "to vindicate 
right against might, truth against falsehood, the 
weak and the innocent against the strong and the 
tyrannical/* 

These ideas took possession of Masterji. He 
therefore, in obligation to his duty as a Sikh, declared 
that the Sikhs, in sympathy with their tyrannised 
countrymen, would shed their blood at the same place 
where the Pathans had shed it. He declared further 
that the common notion was that the Sikhs and 
Pathans have a hereditary feelings of enmity with 
each other. This is absolutely wrong. The Sikhs and 
Pathans are the sons of the same motherland and if 
there is any such feeling the Sikhs will wash that 
off by mingling their blood with the Pathans. They 
are tyrannised, they are helpless, they are grief- 
stricken. The Sikhs must therefore go to their rescue 
and lay down their lives and do their duty honour- 
ably as imposed upon them by their Gurus, 

In Jallianwala Bagh he made the declaration 
before a huge gathering and with one hundred 
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muscular Akalis with their black turbans and 
ceremonial Kirpans and the cries of Sat Sri Akal he 
marched from Amritsar towards Peshawar. It was 
" a wonderful scene indeed. One hundred and one 
strong of the martial community with ** shrouds ,T on 
th eir heads were aiming towards the '* valley of 
death/ 1 Each one of them had come fully pre- 
pared to lay down his life in the cause of his 
country. It was an army of living martyrs and 
Master Tara Singh was the general of this army. 
Undoubtedly it was a grand inarch and everybody 
admired it. A royal reception was arranged 
by men of all communities in Lahore in honour 
of the terribly brave people. It marched on and 
on, on foot on the Grand Trunk Road. Every 
moment the news of the firing at jatha was 
expected. At last the Jatha was stopped by the 
police at Dina, near Jhelum and was greeted with a 
merciless lathi charge. Until every member of it 
was laid senseless the lathi charge continued. 
Masterji, it should be mentioned, was arrested when 
the jatha was still in Lahore and imprisoned in 
the special Jail, Gujrat. 

(4) 

Masterji was arrested and imprisoned and 
the Sikh community was taking their rightful part 
in the civil disobedience movement but Babaji's 
attitude remained the same and rather became more 
^bitter since another grievance against the Congress 
by now had been introduced by the interested 
people and that was the non-inclusion of the 
colour of the Sikhs in the National flag. The 
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tJhanda dispute lasted for about two years till the 
occasion of the Karachi Congress when a sub-Com- 
mittee with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru as president 
and Master Tara Singh and two other leaders as 
members decided to reshuffle the colours of the 
national flag and much to the satisfaction of the 
Sikhs the communal representation in the flag 
was totally removed. Now apparently there was no 
reason for the Sikhs to remain aloof from the 
Congress but still Babaji persisted in his own 
attitude. 

One thing we want to mention in connection 
with Babaji's character is that he used to be offended 
at once even at the slightest disobedience, howsoever 
unjust and impracticable his orders might be. The 
self-seekers around him had unfortunately created 
such notions in his mind that whenever there was 
even the most negligible cause he at once resigned 
all the offices that he held in the community, I was 
told that once on a very minor question of the em- 
ployment of a certain tenant at Nankana Sahib 
Babaji resigned from all the Sikh institutions — Shro- 
mani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Shromani 
Akali Dal, Central Sikh League and even the Chair* 
manship of People's Insurance Co. Ltd, And it is a 
well known fact that Master Tara Singh who had 
been the Vice-President during the days of Babaji's 
Presidenship many a time went to Sialkot to appease 
him, and even sometime against the wishes of his ^ 
other colleagues. 

But now that Masterji was in the jail there was 
nobody left outside to appease him in such a case. 
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Moreover the Sikh leaders were not very happy 
with Babaji partly because of his attitude towards the 
Congress at such a critical juncture and mainly 
because of his autocratic ways. They were in fact 
fed up and now they were no longer willing to obey 
unjust and impracticable orders. 

When Masterji was yet in the Gujrat jail 
the annual election of the Presidentship of the 
Shrornani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee took 
place. The Akali leaders decided this time to make 
someone else as President instead of Babaji and when 
the occasion came they unanimously elected Masterji 
as the President of the Shrornani Parbandhak 
Committee and the venerable Baba was not even 
proposed for the honour 

Thus Masterji came at the helm and since then, 
fa, 1930 up to the present day he is the leader of 
the community and his leadership is undisputed and 
unprecedented. 

The news of the honour was conveyed to 
Masterji in the Gujrat jail Dr. Ansari, Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan t Mufti Kifait Ullah, Sirdar Sardool 
Singh Caveesher and many other leaders who were 
also confined in the same jail regarded it as a victory 
of the Congress views and arranged a party in 
honour of the Sikh leader in which speeches were 
made by the eminent Congressmen and congratula- 
tions offered to Masterji* 
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CHAPTER VIII 
Communal Award Agitation 

On March 5, 1931, the Gandhi-Irwin Pact 
was signed and all political prisoners were re- 
leased and thus Masterji was also released, Gandhiji 
had accepted the offer of going to the Second 
Round Table Conference in London as the sole 
representative of the Congress. But before proceed- 
ing there he wished to have the communal problem 
fully solved. He met communal leaders, Princes, 
minorities and leaders of all important organi- 
sations. A deputation consisting of all elements 
amongst the Sikhs also went to see him under 
the lead of Masterji in which besides others Sir 
Sunder Singh Majithia was also included. The 
deputationists placed the Sikh point of view before 
Gandhiji and stressed that the Sikhs being an 
important minority, ample of safeguards are essen- 
tially required for them in any future constitution 
framed for India. The Sikhs placed their seventeen 
points before Gandhiji which we give in the appendix 
for the information oi the readers. 
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In the words of Gandhiji himself he left the 
Indian shores to participate in the Round Table 
Conference hoping against hope and this is what hap- 
pened there. " On one side the British Ministers 
threatened hirn with dire consequences if he did 
not co-operate with them on their own terms ; 
on the other he was stabbed in the back by the 
British hirelings amongst his own countrymen, Men 
like Ghaznavi and Ambedkar who had absolutely no 
position in the country vied with each other to insult 
Mahatmaji, and that too in a manner which no 

gentleman would care to adopt from the King 

and the Prime Minister down to pettiest official who 
had access to the St James Palace, everyone was 
intent upon demonstrating to Mahatmaji the might 
of the British Government and |that how easy it was 
for them to crush the Indian Nationalists if they 
again thought of raising their heads," 

The Muslim communalists were taken into con- 
fidence by the British Government who made 
Gandhi's position most difficult. The 41 Tory" clique 
harped on the same tune. Gandhi offered blank 
cheque to the Muslims and it became apparent to the 
Londoners that unless some extraordinary step was 
taken it would not be possible for them ** to win over 
India to perpetual serfdom. National forces in this 
Eastern possession of the descendant of Clive and 
Hastings had grown strong and required to be fought 
down with new weapons. Muslim communalists 
were therefore promised Baksheesh and bought over 
to fight against the progressive elements in the 
country," 
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We are not concerned at present with the dis- 
graceful tactics adopted by the British Government 
daring those days to keep India a perpetual depen- 
dency, but would simply content to say that the 
Conference ended in a failure and Gandhiji returned 
empty-handed to the country. He realized that it 
was a mistake on his part not to have taken any 
other nationalist Sikh or Muslim with him who 
could help him in the face of difficulties raised by 
the communalists. In one of his speeches in a 
public meeting in London he confessed that if Dr. 
Ansari and Master Tara Singh, his M comrades in 
arm," were there with him he could not have seen 
the present fate at the hands of the communalists. 

(2) 

It should be remembered that at the failure of 
the communal negotiation in London Mr. Ramsay 
Macdonald the Premier had offered to arbitrate 
on the question and his decision was to be the 
Communal Award. About a month earlier than its 
announcement the news leaked out that the British 
Prime Minister, in view of the avowed loyalty 
shown by the Muslim communalists had decided to 
create majority for the Muslims in the Punjab. This 
news caused a great stir in the Sikh community. 
A meeting of all sections amongst the Sikhs was 
called at the Smadh of Maharaja Ranjit Singh at 
Lahore in which Sir Joginder Singh, Sir Sunder Singh * 
and many others were included and took a solemn 
vow in the presence of Guru Granth Sahib that they 
w r ould not co-operate with the Communal Award at 
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any cost. A storm of agitation took place in the 
Sikh world and Master Tara Singh was the pivot of 
all this. He was not allowed to enter the Municipal 

"~ limits of Lahore at that time and was putting up at 
Shahdara but from that place he guided the Sikh 
community against the ill-conceived decision. 

This was the time when the Governor of the 
Punjab was going on four months 1 leave and Sir 
Sikandar was the prospective candidate tor the post. 
There was no other hitch in his way except that some 
European members of the I.C.S. were opposed to his 
appointment. Sir Sikandar with a view to showing 
that he commanded the confidence of all sections of 
people in the province met the Sikh knights at Simla 
and assured them that if they support his Candida- 

^ ture he would in the capacity of the Governor try to 
influence the decisions of the expected Communal 
Award in favour of the Sikhs. Accordingly Sir 
Sunder Singh, Sir Jogindar Singh, and Raja Sir Daljit 
Singh, and some other Sikh Sardars sent telegrams to 
the Viceroy and the Secretary of State supporting 
Sir Sikandar's claim for Governorship of the Punjab. 

Soon after that, negotiations began at Simla 
and Akali leaders were also invited there* Sir 
Sikandar in the meantime became the Governor and 
Sir Feroz Khan Noon and others took part in the 
negotiations during which a European correspondent 
of a London newspaper was taken into confidence 
v who began to send telegrams to London that the 
Sikhs were willing to allow a Muslim majority of 
one seat in the province* It should be mentioned 
here that previous to this also, Sir Fazl-i-Hussain, 
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Sir Sikandar Hyat and other Muslim leaders 
demanded a majority of only one seat but strange 
to say when the so-called Award was announced 
on 17th of August 1932 the Muslims were given 
much more than what they had actually demanded. 
The worst apprehensions of the Sikhs were 
materialised in the Award and the Muslims were 
given a majority of seven seats in the province 
The Award caused a storm of agitation in the 
province. S. B. Ujjal Singh and S. Sampuran Singh, 
the Sikh Round Tablers, resigned and thus 
demonstrated their unequivocal condemnation of it. 

In 1934 a unity conference was called at 
Allahabad by Pandit Malviya and Maulana Shaukat 
Ali which was thoroughly represented by all sections 
of the people in the country to evolve some really 
agreed communal formula which could replace the 
Communal Award. All the Muslim organisations 
co-operated with the conference except the Unionist 
Party of the Punjab. Master Tara Singh, Giani 
Kartar Singh and several other Sikh leaders also 
took part in it. 

The conference after prolonged sittings resolved 
that Muslim majority might be allowed in the Punjab 
but ample of safeguards should be reserved for the 
Sikh minority in the province. A representation of 
five per cent and a Sikh minister should be allowed 
to them in the Centre and special consideration be 
given to them in the military. Similarly, the 
Muslims were given 30°/ 0 in the Centre. The scheme 
afforded a little satisfaction to the Sikhs but it was 
immediately torpedoed when Sir Samuel Hoare, the 
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Secretary of State for India, made an announcement 
in the House of Commons giving 334% weighted 
representation to the Muslims in the Centre and 
declaring Sind as a separate province uncondi- 
tionally. 

Sikhs offered their stubborn resistance but 
unfortunately the internal dissensions prevailing 
amongst them in those days greatly weakened their 
demand and their voice proved more or less a cry in 
the wilderness. 

Although several changes, constitutional or 
other, have taken place in the country after that 
yet the fight against the Communal Award is not 
altogether abandoned and the position of the Sikhs 
still remains the same with regards to it. 
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CHAPTER IX 
A Terror to the Unionists 

That Master Tara Singh is a terror for 
the Unionist Government is a thing which can 
be disputed perhaps by none. Several agitations 
cropped up during the five years 1 reign of the so- 
called popular Ministers but Sir Sikandar was success- 
ful in weathering all of them. Their leaders were 
imprisoned, their organs were gagged, their organis- 
ations were cracked and consequently the movements 
were split into pieces but Master Tara Singh is the one 
man in the province and the Shromani Akali Dal 
the only organisation which stands unshaken even 
in spite of the numerous disgraceful manners in 
which the popular rulers of the province tried 
to assault them. The Ahrars, the Khaksars, the 
Kisans, the Socialists, the Communists and even 
the Congressites were crushed under the sway of 
the Unionists but the Akalis stand still, grace-' 
fully, with their traditional courage and deter- 
mination as a menace to the Unionists and a 
challenge to the separationists. 
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The provincial elections held under the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935 t gave birth to several 
new parties in the province. Amongst the Sikhs 
before these elections only two prominent parties 
existed — one of the Akalis and the other of 
the aristocrats known as Chief Khalsa Djwan. But 
with the advent of Provincial Autonomy the Chief 
Khalsa Diwanists changed their label and fought 
the elections under the name of Khalsa National 
Party. It was organised by Sir Joginder Singh 
and Sir Sunder Singh Majithia and collected round 
them all the anti-Akali element. The tussle 
that took place between the Akalis and the 
Khalsa Nationalists in the election contests is a 
thing very well known to the students of the 
Sikh politics. Sir Sunder Singh Majithia could secure 
a seat in the Punjab Assembly only after a heated 
contest and an expenditure amounting not to 
thousands but to lacs and that too with a very 
narrow majority. It is also hinted that the election 
was not a fair expression of the views of the 
constituents. 

The Akalis in the Assembly joined the Congress 
as was expected of them and the Sikh Sirdars 
eoalitioned with Sir Sikandar and the Unionist Party 
which was notorious as being anti-Sikh ever since the 
days of Sir Fazl-i-Hussain. Sir Sunder Singh was 
taken as a Revenue Minister in Sir Sikandar's Cabinet 
and his followers got other Parliaments posts and 
announced it to the Sikh public that they had signed 
an agreement with the Unionists before joining 
them, getting adequate safeguards for the Sikh 
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minority. But later on it became known that no 
such agreement was ever signed and that the Sikh 
Sirdars had joined them unconditionally and with 
a particular purpose to crush the growing power of 
the Akalisin religious as well as political fields. 

Immediately after the reins of the province 
came into their hands, the police raided the 
leading Akati quarters and carried on several 
searches including that of Master Tara Singh, 
Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafir, Shromani Akali 
Dal, Sikh Missionary College, Bombay Khaisa 
College and several other places. 

Not content with this, through S. Khazan 
Singh, retired E.A.C, several civil suits were started 
against the Akalis in the Gurdwara Judicial Com- 
mission accusing them of embezzlements and 
misuse of the Gurdwara finances and a criminal 
case was started against Masterji under section 409 
in the same connection. But every time Akalis 
came out with flying colours and their honesty was 
proved in all the cases. 

(2) 

These were some of the measurers adopted 
by the Sikh supporters of the Unionist Party to 
coerce the Akalis and discredit them in the public 
eyes but side by side with that we would like to cite 
some instances of anti-Sikh attitude of the 
Unionist Party as a whole which very greatly dis- 
appointed the Sikhs with the Unionists as well as the 
Khaisa Nationalists and consequently increased the 
leaning of the Sikh public towards the Akalis. 

On the very day when the Ministers took 
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oaths of their offices the Mussalmans attacked the 
Gurdwara Kot Bhai Than Singh and pounced upon 
the Seivadars there inflicting injury to many of them 
^ and resulting in the murder of Bhai Nirmal 
Singh. The Gurdwara Kot Bhai Than Singh, it 
should be mentioned, is situated in the Campbellpur 
district in a purely Muslim locality. It is immedi- 
ately surrounded by the land of Sirdar Mohd, Nawaz 
Khan. About half a dozen Sewadars — the occu- 

| pants of the Gurdwara— were the only tion-Mushm- 

poputation of the locality since the Hindu population, 

j a very small in number, had left the place out of 

sheer terror of the Sirdar's men. The Sirdar proved 
so inhuman and discourteous that a civilised man 
should be ashamed to have done so. He refused to 
4 allow even water to the Sikhs from the stream 

that flawed near bis bungalow, Masterji witli a 

view to demonstrating to the Sirdar that these 
| lonely Sikhs have also got somebody to look after 

them led a huge jatha of Akali stalwarts to the Kote. 
An adjournment motion was also moved in the 
Punjab Assembly. Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan on the 
floor of the House promised to the Sikhs to 
I bring about a compromise but in spite of the fact 

that Sirdar Mohd. Nawaz had personal friendship 
with the Premier no settlement could be effect- 
I ed and the dispute took a long course. It was only 

after the injunction of the High Court was obtained 
I that the Sikhs were allowed to draw water from the 
stream. 

The injustice done at Kot Bhai Than Singh and 
the martyrdom of Bhai Nirmat Singh at the spot 
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was yet a fresh thing in the heart of Sikhs when a 
number of irresponsible Muslims fell upon a peaceful 
Sikh Diwan at Ahla in the Gujrat district resulting 
in the death of Bhai Sundar Singh Ragi and injuries 
to a number of Sikhs. Like Kot Bhai Than Singh 
Ahla is also predominantly a Muslim locality. 
Giani Kartar Singh, M.L.A., who can legitimately 
claim to have contributed his rightful share towards 
Masterjfs fight against the Unionists and 
S, Partap Singh, MX, A., who were the eye-witnesses 
to the disgraceful happening, drew the attention 
of the Premier and other officials concerned in 
the Legislative Assembly but to no result. Sir 
Sikandar Hyat Khan, in the perfect knowledge of 
all the excesses committed by Muslims, in his speech 
at Mela Jalalpur Kiknan declared that the Muslims 
were greatly provoked a|id that the Sikhs were 
responsible for the disturbance. This speech of 
the Punjab Premier encouraged the mischief- 
mongers of the locality, who after sometimes 
murdered another Nihang Sikh. The police had 
cballaned a number of Muslims but the Punjab 
Government intervened and the cases against them 
were withdrawn. This action on the part of the 
Unionist Government caused a great sensation in 
the community and the bitterness that already 
existed in the minds of the Sikhs greatly increased 

In these days Sirdar Sampuran Singh brought 
forward a Gurdwara Amendment Bill in the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly. Although majority of the 
Sikh members in the Assembly were in favour 
of the Bill yet it could not be allowed to go through. 
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Similarly the Jhatka bill moved by Sirdar Partap 
Singh, M.L.A. t m spite of the fact that the majority 
of Sikh opinion in the House was in its favour 
the bill was set aside and Sir Sikandar took the 
courage to announce that status quo would be 
maintained and no further demand would be con- 
ceded to. 

(3) 

These factors created a sort of contempt and 
hatred for the Popular Government of the Punjab in 
the minds of the Sikhs, which consequently burst 
forth on the occasion of the Sargodha morcha. 
But before we explain that, we would like to make a 
brief mention of the Unity Conference called by 
Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan in the very first year of 
his administration. 

Leaders from almost all political parties were 
invited at the conference and Master Tara Singh 
and Sirdar Sanipuran Singh took part in it as the 
representatives of the Akali Party. One thing that 
Sir Sikandar was particular to have done in the 
committee was that the Conference should unani- 
mously admit the principle that music would never 
be played before the mosques. Sir Sunder Singh 
gave his approval at once but Masterji could not 
see his way to admit it since it was calculated 
to strengthen the Muslim domination and bring 
about an end to the civil liberties of the province. 
This question resulted in exchange of hot words 
between the two Sikh leaders. The Sirdar had 
a little intoxication of power but Masterji was 
a dynamic force in himself. Unpleasant scenes 
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were witnessed in the conference in which Masterji 
is said to have condemned the Sikh Knight with 
the words : M I don't care for the old fools." 

The Unity Conference ended in failure Master 
Tara Singh was a thorn in the eyes of the Unionists 
and Khalsa Nationalists. How to remove him from 
the path was the question which disturbed them. 

He had also refused to submit the possession of 
the Shahid Ganj Gurdwara to the Muslims while 
the Majithia Sirdar favoured a compromise even if 
the Sikhs had to part with something. It is believed 
th at Sir Sikandar had tried to throw a cockbait 
before Masterji that the criminal case under 
section 409 which was lying pending against him 
with the police would be withdrawn if in case 
Masterji handed over a portion of the Shahid Ganj 
to the Muslims, The Akali leader was tried to be 
influenced through the ruler of a Sikh State also 
in this connection. But the Punjab Premier was 
greatly mistaken. Neither the worldly wealth 
nor the fear of punishment could make him to 
leave the cause taken by him. He is a hero 
indeed. A fighter who could easily lay down his life 
if need he. He is a self-respecting Sikh with whom 
nothing is dearer than his faith and the principle. 
The temptation which was expected to 
smooth the matters over proved a block and 
Masterjfs bitterness against the Unionists in- 
creased immeasurably. 

(4) 

The Shahid Ganj case claims a little digression 
here. In the Shahid Ganj Gurdwara there were the 
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ruins of a small building which the Muslims claimed 
was a mosque. The Gurdwara Parbandhak Com- 
mittee, Lahore, deeming it an unnecessary thing 
decided to raze it in the course of which a Sikh 
mistri fell down from the roof and died. The 
Muslims regarded him as a bafir who was razing 
mosque and whom God visited with this punishment 
while the Sikhs regarded him as a martyr since he 
had died in the service of a Gurdwara. 

Anyhow, some interested Muslims began 
an agitation against the Sikhs. Some meetings were 
held demanding that the demolition of the mosque 
should be stopped. Master Tara Singh was not in 
the knowledge of the happening. When he read 
these accounts in the newspapers he came to Lahore, 
^ thinking that if the demolition ot that ruinous 
place in anyway injures the feelings of the Muslims 
it might be stopped. But as soon as he reached 
Lahore he found that people like Maulana Zafar 
Ali Khan had entered the agitation and that they 
had increased their demand. They now demanded 
the restoration of place to the Muslims and to that 
effect they made inflammatory speeches and took 
out exciting processions. These demonstrations 
created excitement in the Sikhs as a result of which 
they pulled down the place completely by this time* 
What happened after this unfortunate incident, how 
many lives both of the Sikhs and of the Muslims 
were lost and how much expense had it incurred 
is a thing not unknown to anybody. It is quite 
sl fresh thing in the minds of the Punjabis* 

The Unionist Government tried all the means 
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to hand over the place to the Muslims ; threats were 
given to the Akalis, Sir Sunder Singh and other 
Sirdars and Sikh Knights were sought to be taken 
into confidence, temptations were given to Masterji 
but all to no purpose. The strong man at the helm 
proved most competent to meet all the clever tactics, 
The Lahore High Court and the Privy Council 
delivered their judgments in favour of the Sikhs 
and thus put a permanent seal to the efforts of 
the Unionists to snatch away the Shahid Ganj 
Gurdwara from them. 

Thus it happened that the relations of the light- 
ing Premier as his followers find delight in calling 
him and the fighting Akali as he is commonly known 
came to the bitterest. Masterji wrote a letter to 
Sir Sikandar in which the Akali leader warned the 
Premier that the Sikhs were not blind to the anti- 
Sikh activities of his Government and that a time 
would come when they might refuse to tolerate his 
attitude towards the minorities. The letter is an 
historic one and we wish it should be kept safely in 
the archives of the Government so that whenever 
Sir Sikandar quits his exalted office or when some 
really popular Government comes to have the reins 
of the Punjab this document could throw some light 
on the ill-conceived deeds of the Unionist Govern- 
ment and their attitude towards the minorities. The 
letter has been widely circulated amongst the Sikhs 
as well as the non-Sikhs in the form of posters and 
for still wider publicity we give the same in the 
appendix of this book and we are sure that it would 
remain to serve as a precious document in the Sikh 
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politics and will also throw light on the character of 
the Akali leader. 

Soon after that Sir Sikatidar played another 
political game. He along with his dummy followers 
joined the Muslim League. It was a strange alliance. 
In the light of the events that preceded the provin- 
cial elections in the Punjab and the terrible fate 
with which the Muslim League candidates met at 
the polling booths this unexpected and unconditional 
conversion of the Unionist Party was looked upon 
as not being without grave significance. 

These things were yet the subject of discussions 
and speculations in the province when in March* 
1940, the Muslim League held its annual session at 
Lahore, the citadel of the Unionist Government and 
passed their notorious Pakistan resolution and 
Sir Sikandar is said to have been the author of the 
same. The Lahore resolution of the League laid 
down kl That geographically contiguous units be 
demarcated into regions which should be so consti- 
tuted with such territorial readjustments as may be 
necessary, that the areas in which the Muslims are 
numerically in majority as in the North-Western and 
Eastern zones of India, should be grouped to consti- 
tute independent states in which the constituent 
units shall be autonomous and sovereign/ 1 

Before enumerating the reactions to the Pakistan 
Scheme in the country and the brave fight given by 
Masterji in this connection we would like to quote 
one or two paragraphs from a recent publication, the 
Tragedy of Jinnah, which are very interesting indeed. 
The able author of the book writes ; M The Pakistan 
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demand is not seriously meant* It is a political stunt. 
Up to this time Mr. Jinnah is himself not sure as to 
which kind of Pakistan he wants. Is it not the height 
of dishonesty to preach a doctrine about which oneis 
not sure himself ? Sir Sikandar, the author of the 
Lahore resolution, recently said in the Punjab 
Assembly that the Muslim Leaguers are not yet sure 
of what type of Pakistan they should demand ! What 
a big fraud is being played on the innocent Muslim 
masses ! 11 

He again writes: "As about the talk of the 
Pakistan becoming a first-rate Asiatic Power the less 
said the better. The Burdwan and the Presidency 
divisions, the two preponderatingly Hindu areas of the 
present-day Bengal, when taken away and added to 
Bihar and Orissa, would leave the Muslims of Bengal 
only two professions in the world ; fishing and sowing 
rice. They are the only two chief occupations of 
Bengal* Rice and fish make quite a good dish ! And 
the Qaid-i-Azam shall get them in abundance on his 
birthday! Similarly the preponderatingly Hindu and 
Sikh areas of Ambala, Julhindur and Amntsar when 
added to the United Provinces would leave the 
Punjab economically ruined and crippled. Mr. Jinnah 
may then send the Nawab of Mamdot, Mr. Aurangzeb 
Khan and Sir Abdulia Haroon to gulp the sands of 
Sind with all their vitamins and to take exercise by 
breaking their heads against the rocks of Baluchistan. 
That is surest and the quickest way of transforming 
the Pakistanists into a first-rate Asiatic Power I M 

The Pakistan issue had during the past few years 
assumed unexpected significance in the Indian politics 
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and Mr, Jinnah's halo had succeeded to a large extent 
in bluffing the innocent Muslim masses and it was 
found necessary to heat it down. The nationalist 
press in the country with one voice condemned it as 
an ill-conceived political stunt of the Bombay 
Barrister- Savarkar, Moonje, Narang on one side, 
Ahrars, Azad Muslim Conference and Ulemas on 
the other contributed their appreciable bit towards 
an anti-Pakistan agitation but the raging tearing 
■campaign conducted by Master Tara Singh against 
the partition scheme is a memorable event in the 
history of the province— nay, the whole country. 
Gandhiji only confuted with his usual non-violent 
utterance: "Vivisect me before vivisecting India!" 
But Masterji in unambiguous words declared it that 
Pakistan could be introduced in the Punjab only 
after playing with the blood of the Sikhs. The land 
of the five rivers is sacred to the Sikhs as to nobody 
else. Their places ot pilgrimage, their ancestral 
homes, their culture and civilization in short their 
all is found in the Punjab. How could therefore the 
Sikhs tolerate for one moment the Pakistan rule in 
the province ? Masterji held a number of Akali 
conferences in the province and offered his severest 
opposition to the scheme* He was called upon to 
preside over the Anti-Pakistan Conference, Karachi 
and at several other places. It would not be untrue 
if it is said that the whole of the country looked 
upon him with hope and confidence as a man who 
could offer a really tough fight against the scheme. 
Later on another great man Mr. K, M. Munshi, 
cx-Home Minister, Bombay, small and thin in stature 
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but martial in spirit also came in the forefront with 
the Akhand Hindustan front and at present both 
these personalities are considered to be the greatest 
champions against the partition scheme- 
Linking up the narration the Pakistan resolution 
added another factor to the growing tension be- 
tween the Unionists and the Sikhs. Although Sir 
Sikandar has never lost any opportunity to pass 
himself for a non-communal Premier and although 
he tried to misguide the Punjabis in several ways — 
saying something at Bomb iv or Delhi and another 
at Lahore yet even the man in the street is convinc- 
ed that the author of the Lahore resolution is never 
divorced from its spirit. 

One thing that we forgot to mention is the 
Gurdwara elections. They were fought on the ^ 
Shahid Ganj issue. The Unionists exerted their 
full influence in favour of the Khalsa Nationalists 
and tried their level best to oust the Akalis but they 
met with a miserable failure. The Akalis attained 
thumping victories at the polling booths and were 
returned in overwhelming majority. The Unionists 
were greatly disappointed. They, therefore, contriv- 
ed another method. A Gurdwara Amendment Act 
was hatched and was pushed forward through Tikka 
Jagjit Singh which sought to curtail what little 
powers the Gurdwara Act of 1926 afforded to the 
Sikhs. Apparently it was an attempt to weaken the 
political power of the Akalis who since almost from 
the very beginning have been returned by the Sikh 
public to manage the affairs of their Gurdwaras. 

Added to that another communal disturbance 
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took place at Sargodha in which the Muslim officials 
with a purely Muslim Government at their back 
injured the religious feelings of the Sikhs. The 
* procession taken out every year in honour of the 
birthday celebrations of Guru Gobind Singh Sahib 
was foolishly interfered with and 31 Sikhs were 
arrested in this connection. Besides, the Compulsory 
Primary Education Bill was introduced in the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly which was calculated to give a 
death blow to Hindi and Punjabi and the Urban 
Property Tax Act was passed and the Sikhs 
apprehended that it would be levied upon the 
property attached to the religious places also. 

These various clouds which were gathering on 
the political horizon of the Punjab ever since the 
day Unionist Ministers took their oaths of offices 
formed themselves into a storm and if Sir Sikandar 
had not yielded at the appropriate time it could 
have proved the most terrible of all the storms that 
ever raided the province. 

The date for the Sargodha Morcha was an- 
nounced. The Akalis publicly placed their demands 
before the Government. They were six in number 
and were forwarded to the Government in the form 
of a resolution passed at the Rurka Conference 
but later the Akalis concentrated upon three 
demands only namely : — 

I, The release of Sargodha prisoners, 
> 2. That the property attached to the Gur- 

dwaras should be exempted from the Urban 
Property Tax Act, 

3. That any legislation concerning the Sikhs 
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should be discussed and voted to only by 
the Sikh members of the Assembly. 
An interview also took place between the 
Akali leader and His Excellence the Governor of 
the Punjab and the Hon'ble the Prime Minister 
at the Government House but it led to no fruit- 
ful results. Passive resistance was the only course 
left open for the Akalis to have their grievances 
redressed. Preparations to present a really tough 
fight to the Unionist Government were yet afoot 
when Sir Sikandar yielded. He announced the 
release of Sargodha prisoners on the floor of the 
Punjab Legislative Assembly and all the three 
main demands of the Akalis were acceded. This 
was the first agitation which ever succeeded in the 
Unionist regime. The well-organised and dicip- 
lined Khaksars, the pain-stricken and poor Kisans, 
the influential and multi-millionaire Beoparis, in 
short all of them were crushed by Sir Sikandar's 
popular rule but the soldier Premier, the so-called 
new lion or the Punjab could not muster courage 
to face the expected tide of the Akali heroes and 
immediately turned his tail and ran away to his 
den at the sight of the Akali lions ! Sir Sikandar s 
henchman— the evil genius of the Punjab Sir 
Chhotu Ram — who had made a foolish boast some 
two days earlier in his speech at Ludhiana that if the 
Sikhs launched the Morcha against the Unionists at 
Sargodha they would be reduced to the position of * 
ghasiaras soon came to his senses when two days 
after, his benign master came down upon his knees 
before the Akalis, 
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One thing more which of course deserves 
mention is the bye-elections of the Batala constitu- 
ency. The seat had fallen vacant at the death of 
Sir Sunder Singh Majithia, the Revenue Minister 
of the Punjab Government. Sirdar Kirpal Singh 
Majithia, his eldest son, was the candidate of the 
Khalsa National Party and had the full support of 
Sir Sikandar while Sirdar Gurbax Singh, a young. 
Vakil of Batala, was set up by the Akalis. It was a 
very hard tight and a trial of strength between 
the Akalis and the Unionists. According to the 
Civil and Military Gazette it was a fight between 
Sir Sikandar and Master Tara Singh. Lacs of rupees 
were spent by the Majithia Sirdar and the Govern- 
mental influence was liberally utilized by him but in 
spite of this he lost the seat. The Akali candidate 
came out successful and if according to the Civil 
and Military Gazette it was really a fight between 
Master Tara Singh and Sir Sikandar, the Akali 
Master won the fight and the Unionist leader lost 
it miserably and that shows which way the wind 
blows amongst the Sikhs as Gyani Gurmukh Singh 
Musafir once put it: 14 The Unionist is the enemy 
of the Sikh and the Sikh knows it.** 

Another act of disregard for the Sikh feelings 
in the minds of our rulers was once again witnessed 
very recently when in spite of the repeated demand 
and justified claim of the community no Sikh was 
taken in the Viceroy's Expanded Executive Council. 
It was widely believed that Sir Sikandar had 
definitely had a hand in the appointment of Sir 
Firoz Khan Noon, the then High Commissioner for 

137 



Page 145 



1 Sani Sipahi - The oldest Panthic Magazine/ www sanls 

India in London, and the rejection of the claim of a 
Sikh to the exalted office. 

As a consequence of all these unfriendly acts of 
the Unionist Government we see to-day that those 
of the Sikhs who were up till recently occupants of 
Treasury Benches and active supporters of Sir 
Sikandar are fast deserting him and coming to the 
Akali fold in quick succession. 

The minorities of the province are quite unhappy 
with Sir Sikandar's rule and his communal tendencies 
is a fact that nobody can deny and Sir Sikandar is 
never afraid of using all the bureaucratic ways if 
need be is also a well-known fact. The Hindu minori- 
ty in the province in their present unorganised state 
and due to lack of a strong leader to guide them is 
more or less unable to fight the Unionists, It is an 
admitted fact that after the death of Lala Lajpat 
RaL the strong man of the Punjab, the Hindus 
could not get a really valiant leader and thus the 
community has gone much low in the province. 

Under the circumstances it should be known to 
all the Punjabis that if there is any man who could 
create fear in the heart of the fighting Premier and 
ameliorate the lot of the people irrespective of their 
caste, creed or profession he is Master Tara Singh — 
the valiant fighter of the Punjab — and nobody else, 
and it is in the interest of the province as well as 
their own that the minorities should rally round the 
great leader and strengthen his hands so that a time 
could come when a really popular government is 
established in the province ensuring peace and 
prosperity for all people. 
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CHAPTER X 

His Colleagues 

The captain, howsoever intelligent, far-sighted 
and brave, may fail to complete tremendous tasks or 
achieve wonders single-handed unless he is endowed 
with an equally well-disciplined and brave army. 
That Master Tata Singh besides his own individual 
merits and strength of character is gifted with a 
well-o*ganised and strong team is a thing of 
common knowledge to the students of Sikh politics. 
It therefore appears necessary to make a brief 
mention of the strong colleagues of the leader who 
never failed to take up seriously and efficiently the 

lead given by him. 

Jathedar Udham Singh Nagoke, Jathedar Teja 
Singh Akarpuri, Jathedar Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohan 
Singh and Jathedar Chanan Singh Urara may well 
*4 be regarded as the fighting arms of the Akali Party. 
They are endowed with political wisdom no doubt 
but their gigantic appearance and martial spirit 
has a special fascination of its own. They are 
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idols of the Sikh community and are field-marshals 
of their respective districts. Jathedar Udham 
Singh has a very recent record of sacrifice when 
he was severely assaulted by the police while 
leading a jatha of 500 bisans to protest against the 
unjust legislations of the Unionist Government at 
Amritsar. 

He is possessed of a tall and muscular body and 
is a far-sighted leader. He has a practical study of 
economic problems facing the kisans and so far as 
the land revenue settlement is concerned, second to 
Professor Bnj Narain he is perhaps the ablest man 
in the Punjab to understand it. He was the Jathedar- 
designate of the first Shahidi Jatha that faced the 
bullets at Jaito but his arrest immediately before its 
start prevented him from performing the honourable 
duty, 

A year before he was the President of the 
Shromani Akali Dal and today at the time of 
recording these lines he is detained in the Lahore 
Fort under Defence of India Rules. 

The Akarpun Jathedar has the credit of being 
connected with the Akah movement ever since its 
beginnmg and the Sikh public has always looked 
upon him with esteem and respect. He was the 
President of the first All-India Akali Conference and 
has been a terror for Sir Sunder Singh Majithia 
specially in the days of provincial elections. 
Jathedar Bhai Mohan Singh is looked upon by the 
Akalis as a pious and brave man and the 
community has conferred upon him the highest 
religious honour and has elected him as the Jathedar 
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of the Akal Takhat, the highest seat of authority 
in the Sikh community. 

He joined the Akali Movement in 1923. Before 
this he was a clerk in the Deputy Commissioner's 
Office at Amritsar and when he came to know that 
the first Shahidi Jatha was proceeding to Jaito to 
assert their right of free worship without even 
resigning his service he joined it and received a 
bullet in the right thigh, His simplicity of life and 
purity of character is unquestioned. 

Jathedar Chanan Singh Urara has left a vivid 
and striking impression upon the author of these 
lines. He is considered to be the uncrowned king 
of the Sikhs in the Lahore District and occupies 
the enviable position of being the President of the 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Lahore. He is 
a member of the Punjab Legislative Assembly. As 
an orator or a parliamentarian he may not claim to 
have attained distinction but he is definitely regarded 
as a strong arm of the Akalis in the Lahore 
District. The safety of the Gurdwara Shahid 
Ganj during the days of Muslim disturbance largely 
goes to his credit. He is a man with a religious 
bent of mind and is possessed of a most impressive 
appearance. Surrounded by muscular companions 
when he passes through the streets of Lahore, the 
Hindu and the Sikh population looks upon him 
with pride, confidence and hope. 

Giani Kartar Singh of Lyallpur, a wonderfully 
simple and self-denying man, is considered to be 
the right hand man of Master Tara Singh m all 
parliamentary and constitutional matters. Popularly 
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he is considered to be the brain of the Akali Party 
and has generally been a determining factor in 
formulating the policy and programme of the party. 
The giant genius amongst the Sikhs he occupies 
the same position in the Sikh politics as is held by 
Rajagopalachariar in the Congress Cabinet. After 
spending some time with him one cannot fail to 
admire the spirit of selflessness and self-denying 
habits of the man. He is really gifted with th e head 
of a statesman, eloquence of an orator and the 
fighting spirit of a warrior. He is the most 
far-sighted diplomat amongst the Sikhs. Coming 
from a small village in the Lyallpur District he 
has made himself an indispensable man in the 
Akali Party and Master Tara Singh feels proud 
of his worthy colleague and invariably admires his 
selflessness and wisdom. There are people who 
entertain serious differences with him but there is 
none perhaps who can deny his talent and intellect. 
Sirdar Isher Singh Majhail and Jathedar Sohan 
Singh Jalalusman is another pair of gifted organisers 
and trusted lieutenants of Master Tara Singh. 
Both of them are untiring and zealous workers 
and are held in great esteem among the Akali 
workers. The Majhail Sirdar is the President 
of Sri Durbar Sahib Committee, Amritsar, in 
which capacity he has completed tremendous 
tasks. His missionary adventures in U.P. will 
ever be looked upon with great esteem and as 
a memorable event in the Sikh history. The 
adult literacy campaign amongst the Sikhs and 
the surprising parchar work outside the Punjab 
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largely goes to his credit. He is a most thoughtful 
speaker and has got the gift to tackle even the 
most intricate problem in his speech successfuly. 

He is a most aftable and cheerful man and his 
smiling face has earned a very large number of 
admirers for him in the province. 

He is a ?oIi-sacrificing man. For a consi- 
derable time in the past he had been interned 
by the Punjab Government in his own village 
and at present he is being tried under section 302 
on the charge of a murder. Whether a man 
of so high a public position and responsibilities 
can really be a murderer and can commit such 
a heinous crime is a thing that any sensible man 
can imagine for himself but on our part we can 
simply say that this drama has been enacted by 
his opponents as a result of the crushing defeat 
given to the Unionist candidate Sirdar Kirpal Singh 
Majithia at the Batala constituency bye-election. 

The Akali Headquarters are full of praise 
for the Jalalusman Jathedar. He is an indefati- 
gable man and a great village worker. It would 
not be an exaggeration jf we give him a place 
along with the Nagoke and Akarpuri Jathedars 
since he too is possessed of martial appearance 
and is a brave man. He is the President of 
the Durbar Sahib Committee, Tarn Taran f and 
along with Majhailji he is also being tried in the 
same case under section 302, 

His efficiency for organisation is almost un- 
rivalled. He is the soul of the Akali workers in the 
Amritsar district. To quote the words of Giani 
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Kartar Singh, ML.A. M He is a jewel of the Akali 
Party Although uneducated he has the efficiency 
to tackle even the most intricate problem. He is 
an admirable figure in the Akali circles and is emi- 
nently fitted for all appreciation, 

(2) 

Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafir, Sirdar Gopal 
Singh Qaumi, Sirdar Partap Singh, M.L.A. and Sirdar 
Darshan Smgh Pheruman is another set of great 
people who have proved of immense help to Masterji 
in his political life. They are considered to be 
the most pro-Congress Akali leaders in the com- 
munity. All of them are actively connected with 
the Provincial Congress Committee and all of 
them have courted imprisonments in the recent 
Satyagrah launched by Gandhiji and as a matter 
of fact several times went to the jail. 

Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafir is the most 
popular national poet amongst the Sikhs and some 
of his poems have earned very great popularity 
for him. Bachpan (the boyhood) is perhaps 
the greatest of his pieces and Jiwan Pandh (the 
path of life), his recent collection of poems, is 
the most widely circulated of his books. He is 
a journalist of great repute and is the editor 
of the Daily Akali He has got sweetness in 
his voice and impressiveness in his appearance and 
is the member of the Working Committee of the * 
Punjab Provincial Congress Committee. He is 
looked upon with respect by all sections of 
Congressmen amongst the Sikhs. In 1919 he was 
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a teacher in the Klialsa High School. Kallar, where 
Master Tara Singh was the head master and it was 
from this place that he was able to win the con- 
■ fidence of the leader. 

About Sirdar Gopal Singh Qaurai it is a mis- 
understanding as yet to many of the people 
whether he is a Congressman or an Akali. The 
great humorous speaker when he goes to address 
a public meeting outside Mori Gate he is greet- 
ed as a great Congressman and when he is seen 
addressing an Akali conference the Sikh masses 
love to own him as an Akali leader. As a 
matter of fact there is much in common be- 
tween the Akalis and the Congress and whenever 
the latter launched a struggle for India's in- 
dependence the former as a body jumped into 
it heart and soul. Sirdar Gopal Singh Qaumi is 
one of those young men who left their studies at 
the call of Mahatma Gandhi during the non-co- 
operation movement. He is a graduate of the 
National College and from the very beginning has 
been both an Akali and a Congressman and it 
would not be untrue if it is said that Qaumiji 
has been an important factor in bringing both 
the organisations closer to each other. Masterji 
has got great confidence in the man. He came 
into the limelight in the famous Akali leaders 1 
case when over fifty leaders were tried on charges 
of seditions, conspiracies and criminal intimidations 
and of depriving His Majesty's Government of their 
dominions in the Punjab and in India. His heroic 
statement before the trying Magistrate is a living 
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monument of his courage, bravery and intelligence 
and will stand to serve as an inspiration for the 
younger generations for years to come. He has 
courted imprisonments several times. He has a 
unique gilt of humour and wherever he goes — in jail 
or in public meetings — he wins the respect and 
love of all. For some time in the past he has had 
the honour of occupying the presidential chair of 
Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and 
the Shromani Akali Dal — the two supreme organisa- 
tions of the Sikhs. He has courted imprisonment 
for more than ten times. 

Sirdar Partap Singh of Kairon has had a very 
distinguished career in India and abroad and so far 
as academic qualifications are concerned he tops the 
list of all the Akali leaders yet when one meets him 
he finds the same simplicity, the same hospitality 
and the same sincerity and frankness in him which 
one finds in a common Sikh Jat of the Central 
Punjab. He is perhaps the youngest among the 
distinguished Akali leaders and is one of the reputed 
spokesmen of the Akahs in the Punjab Assembly and 
is gifted with unique eloquence and a ready and 
decisive wit Sir Sunder Singh Majithia had always 
found in him a trenchant critic and a formidable 
antagonist in the Assembly Chamber. He has had 
the distinction of winning the Punjab Assembly seat 
in the face of a veteran patriot and a highly-reputed 
grand old man Baba Gurdit Singh of Kama Gala 
Maroo fame. He is at present the General Secretary 
of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee and is 
perhaps the extremist pro-Congre^ Akali 
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Sirdar Darshan Singh Pherman is a very popu- 
lar figure in the Akali circles. He is a youthful and 
serious man and is possessed of most of the qualities 
of a leader- He is a man of firm convictions and 
independence of character and is looked upon as the 
chief of the advanced wmg among the Akahs. His 
strong will and decisive nature is widely known. 
As a disciplinarian he is surpassed perhaps by none 
of the colleagues of Master Tara Singh. He is a 
staunch Congressman and is the President of the 
District Congress Committee, Amritsar and a mem- 
ber of the Working Committee of the Punjab 
Congress. He has courted imprisonment for more 
than thirteen times. He is a brave and courageous 
man and it is said that he has inherited all these 
great qualities from his aged and pious mother. 

(3) 

Sirdar Sampuran Singh and Sirdar Baldev Singh 
stand in a class apart. Both of them belong to aristo- 
cratic families but are greatly attracted by the per- 
sonality of Master Tara Singh and therefore take 
pleasure in working with even the humblest Akali 
worker. Sirdar Sampuran Singh comes from the 
Lyallpur District and is a barrister-at-law. He is one 
of the two Sikhs who represented the community in 
the Round Table Conference, He has had the 
honour of occupying the exalted office of the 
Leader of Opposition in the Punjab Assembly 
and is the President of Gurdwara Committee, 

Sri Nankana Sahib. 

Sirdar Baldev Singh, a resident of Ambala 
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District, is a fresh e 

has come to the limelight very recently when his 
father Sirdar Inder Singh, a mill-owner of Tatanagar, 
made a princely donation of one lac of rupees for 
the Sikh National College. He is a devoted 
follower and an enthusiastic admirer of Master 
Tara Singh and always feels pleasure in respecting 
the wishes of the great Akali leader. He is a 
talented and an intelligent young man and within 
a very short period of his political life he has 
created a name for himself in the political circles 
of the province. He is the President of the Sikh 
All-Parties Conference and the leader of the strong- 
est Sikh party in the Punjab Legislative Assembly 
and greater things appear to be in promise for him 
in the community. 

Sirdar Harnam Singh, an advocate of Lahore 
although not a field politician, is yet a very worthy 
colleague of Master Tara Singh. He is a distinguish- 
ed man in the Lahore Bar and is regarded as the 
authoritative adviser of the Akalis in all legal 
matters. He is an intelligent man, and is well 
known for his rational outlook and force of reason- 
Last and by no means the least is the great Sikh 
scholar Professor Ganga Singh, one of the greatest 
workers of the Akali Party of Master Tara Singh. 
He is not a practical politician no doubt but a 
marvellous orator who could make the audience 
spell-bound for hours. Admittedly he is the greatest * 
scholar of Sikh history and Sikh religion and is an 
original and thoughtful man. He is a thinker of 
unquestioned intellect and ability. He is the Princi- 
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pal of the Sikh Shahid Missionary College and 
possesses the distinction of being the teacher of many 
of the front-rank Sikh leaders of the present day. 

Babu Labh Singh Jullundhri is also an important 
figure in the Akali fields. Hi? is an ex-military man 
and possesses a fighting spirit. He is the soul of the 
Akali workers in the Jullundur district. He is a 
pro-Congress Akali and is the member of the Work- 
ing Committee of the Punjab Congress. 

Sirdar Harcharan Singh Hadiara of Lahore 
District, Master Ajit Singh Ambalvi and Giani 
Dhanwant Singh also compel our attention. They 
are the three most enthusiastic young colleagues 
of Master Tara Singh. Master Ajit Singh had 
made his mark in the Sikh politics in the capacity of 
the General Secretary of Shromani Akali Dal on 
the occasion of the first Akali Conference held at 
Attari, Sirdar Harcharan Singh was elected General 
Secretary at the occasion of the second Conference 
at Rurka and Giani Dhanwant Singh is the present 
Secretary of Shromani Akali Dal. All of them are 
indefatigable workers and are possessed of unique 
efficiency for organisation, They are worthy of all 
praise. 

Besides the above-mentioned nearest colleagues 
of Masterji, there is an army of district workers who 
repose full confidence in their leader and feel pride 
in following him. We can say it with confidence 
that born in another country and endowed with 
such colleagues Master Tara Singh could certainly 
have been greeted in no less a manner than Churchill 
in England, Hitler in Germany or Stalin in Russia. 
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CHAPTER XI 
Personality and Achievements 

Thus we see from the manifold activities of 
Master Tara Singh's life that he is a valiant fighter, 
a genuine patriot and an undisputed leader of the 
Sikh community on an unprecedented scale. He is 
a man of high moral character and is endowed with 
perfect clarity of vision and strength of convictions. 
He is a practical man with wonderful power of orga- 
nisation. The whole of his life has been one long 
story overflowing with social, political and religious 
activities with one declared aim to strengthen his 
community and his country and make them great 
and free. 

The spirit of renunciation and self-sacrifice is 
almost unrivalled in him. He is a self-denying leader 
and whenever the interests of the community or 
the country demanded he renounced all the offices 
and public positions that he occupied and irrespec- 
tive of his bright future willingly plunged himself 
into insignificance just as he had done it in 
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1934-1935. The Gur Sevvak Sabha, With a view to 
removing the internal dissensions in the community, 
demanded the retirement from the Sikh politics of 
Master Tara Singh and Giani Sher Singh, the 
prospective leaders of the two contending groups 
in the community. The Master, who was the 
President of the Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee, without even consulting his colleagues 
resigned the exalted position and left for Bengal and 
Burma and remained there for a considerable 
period as an ascetic, while the Giani did not listen 
to the advice of the peacemakers 

His patriotism is unquestioned and his dauntless 
spirit is widely known. He has all along been 
connected with the freedom movement and has 
been one of the greatest upholders of the Congress 
cause in the community. He was courageous, 
daring and radical even in the days of his head- 
mastership. In 1914 when he was head master 
in the Khalsa High School, Lyallpur, the Canadian 
Deputation came to India, and in view of the repres- 
sive policy of the Government, people hesitated to 
entertain them. Only one meeting could be held 
in Bradlaugh Hall, Lahore, and it was Masterji who 
took the courage to hold the second meeting in 
Lyallpur and entertained them in his own house. 

(2) 

That Masterji is a very great constructive 
worker is not a mere phrase but a well-known truth 
is proved by the several institutions that we see of 
his making 
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The Khalsa High School, Lyallpur, which has 
now been raised to a Degree College, the Khalsa 
High School, Kallar, but for his endeavour which 
could have gone to pieces, the Khalsa College, 
Bombay, which had demonstrated the spirit of 
enterprise, among the Sikhs, the AU-India Sikh 
Mission whose efforts have taken the message of 
Guru Gobind Singh to the remotest villages of 
U.P., CP. and Bombay, the Sikh Adult Education 
Committee which has enabled thousands of illiterate 
and ignorant people to read and write and last and 
by no means the least the Sikh National College, 
Lahore, which has set the seal of Khalsa's 
recognition for learning and literature and enhanced 
the prestige and position of the Sikhs in the capital 
of the province, all of them I believe are living 
testimony of his unique constructive efficiency and 
none can deny that for generations these institu- 
tions will stand to serve as a beacon light for thou- 
sands of Sikh young men and women. 

Masterji's missionary adventures and his achieve- 
ments in the political and educational field go side by 
side. The Khalsa College, Bombay, is a unique and 
an unprecedented enterprise of the leader. The All- 
India Sikh Mission was founded in the year 1936 and 
with that began the missionary achievements of the 
Sikhs outside the Punjab. Sikh missionaries were 
sent to U.P., C.P„ Bombay, Bihar, Malabar and to 
many other places to spread the ideals and teachings 
of the Sikh religion. The Gurdwara Committees 
took interest in the parchar work and did great work 
in this direction, 
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The start was given at the Great Sikh Parchar 
Conference held at Amritsar in 1936 which was not 
only attended by all sections of people in the 
community but also by Dr. Ambedkar, the well- 
known Untouchables leader of Bombay. Great 
enthusiasm marked the proceedings of the Con- 
ference and the Sikh Panth seemed determined to 
spread their religion throughout the country. 
Dr. Ambedkar showed feelings of immense love 
towards Sikhism and told Master Tara Singh and 
other Akali leaders that if they establish a Khalsa 
College in Bombay it would be a real gift to the 
Depressed Classes. The Gurdwara Committee, 
Nankana Sahib, at this decided to take up the 
enterprise in hands and spent munificent sums 
amounting to several lakhs and established a Khalsa 
College in Bombay. 

The Durbar Sahib Committee of Amritsar 
similarly under the guidance of its energetic 
president Sirdar Isher Singh Majhail undertook to 
spend thousands of rupees on the parchar work 
outside the Punjab. Hindi translations of Guru 
Granth Sahib were frequently installed in the 
villages and towns of HP. and CP. and Gurdwaras 
were established outside the Punjab. 

Hindi and Urdu translations of Sikh literature 
were distributed throughout India and Amrit 
Parchar undertaken. The most important of such 
conferences was the one held at Aligarh in 1941 
under the presidentship of Master Tara Singh in which 
Amrit was distributed to over thirty-five thousand 
people at a rime and converts made. Masterji was 
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taken out tn a greatly decorated procession on an 
elephant. It was one of the most historic gatherings 
in Sikh history and was unprecedented in nature in 
that after the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh never 
had so large a number of persons gathered to receive 
Amrit (the nectar water) of Guru Gobmd Singh. 

The Sikh National College of Lahore has also a 
remarkable history of its own. Since it forms an 
important chapter in the Sikh politics we cannot 
pass on without giving a brief account of the 
circumstances under which it was built. 

The Khalsa College, Amritsar, the greatest Sikh 
institution in the province, had been from the very 
start under purely reactionary management. For 
some time in the beginning it had its managing body 
consisting purely of officials with the Commissioner 
of Lahore as its ex-officio President, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Amntsar, The Director of Public 
Instruction, Punjab, the Political Agent, Phulkian 
States, and some such other as the members of the 
Committee. The Principal of the institution and 
several other office-bearers including several pro- 
fessors were always Europeans. All the responsible 
appointments were made only with the approval 
of the Lieutenant-Governor ot the Province and 
it was openly 11 c:ried down as the Government 
College/' With the educational awakening amongst 
the Sikhs its management passed over to the 
hands of the Chief Khalsa Diwan, a body con- 
sisting chiefly of the Sikh Sirdars. It was a very 
tame and obedient organisation and loyalty to the 
British Crown was its main objective. And much to 
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the disappointment of the Sikhs even in spite of the 
fast advent of the democratic ideals in the country 
the Diwan holds the same position even to-day 
with regard to their loyalty towards the foreigners 
and so does the Managing Committee of the 
Khalsa College, Amritsar. It is not an official 
management nevertheless it is not: a popular one. 

The progressive element amongst the Sikhs 
had long felt the need of a progressive Sikh 
institution in the capital city of the province which 
could, besides their usual studies impart to the 
students the spirit of self-sacrifice and patriotism 
but every time the idea was put off and no 
initiative was ever taken towards that end. But 
the tough fight given to Sir Sunder Singh Majithia 
by the Akalis at the provincial elections created 
grounds for the grand institution which stands 
to-day on the Grand Trunk Road with a tricoloured 
national flag flying over it. 

Sir Sunder Singh who had been the moving 
figure in the Khalsa College ever since the officials 
transferred their control of institution and who had 
been the President of the managing body until his 
death, on his election to the Punjab Legislative 
Assembly, gave a party to his friends and supporters 
including the staff of the Khalsa College, Amritsar. 
Professor Nannjan Singh, the younger brother of 
Master Tara Singh, who was the Head of the 
Chemistry Department and was the most popular 
Professor in the Khalsa College did not go to greet 
the Majithia Sirdar on his success. The brother of 
the Akali leader was already a thorn in the eyes of 
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the Committee but this " insolence M added greatly 
to the bitterness. It is said that an organised 
conspiracy was deliberately planned to discredit him 
and a pamphlet was published and distributed in the 
College to that effect. It contained scurrilous and 
totally false allegations against the Professor. The 
students as a mark of protest against the writing 
and distribution of this pamphlet which they knew 
had been done with the active support of the 
authorities went on a strike. 

The hartal continued for several days. The 
spacious roorasof the magnificent building, ordinarily 
humming with activities, presented the sight of 
deserted places. The police force was called and 
many students were arrested or injured as a result 
of the lathi charge made by the police. 

An enquiry committee consisting wholly of 
anti-Akali elements was constituted which recom- 
mended the removal of five pro-Akali Professors 
from the staff including Professor Narinjan Singh 
and four others. It was widely believed, as Master 
Tara Singh has also mentioned in his historic letter 
to Sir Sikandar, that the Unionist Premier had had 
a hand in the removal of these professors. To quote 
Masterji, "In the removal of five professors from the 
Khalsa College staff, we see your hand working. 
Sir Sunder Singh himself announced in the meeting 
of the Enquiry Committee of the Khalsa College 
that the decision for taking this step was reached 
in a meeting in which you, Nawab Liaqat Hayat, 
Maharaja Patiala and Sir Sunder Singh were 
present.^ The object of this move appears to be 
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to weaken the Sikhs by creating permanent 
dissensions in their ranks." 

Some time it so happens that a step wrongly 
taken leads to very good result. So this is exactly 
what happened here. The next day speculation 
became current that the long-felt need for a 
National College in Lahore would soon he materi- 
alised. Master Tara Singh took the removal of 
these Professors from the Khalsa College as a 
challenge and within a few days he announced that 
a National College of the Sikhs would be established 
in Lahore. The Akali heroes became active. They 
acquired a large tract of land situated on the Grand 
Trunk Road, connected with Bhai Budhu-ka-Awa 
from the Gurdwara Committee. Lahore, on a 
nominal lease which was so far lying in a barren and 
useless condition. Sirdar Baldev Singh, the promising 
man in the Sikh politics, induced his father Sirdar 
Inder Singh, a great mill-owner and a philanthropist 
at Tatanagar to give a princely donation of 
rupees one lac at the first instance and another 
half a lac later on for the purpose. Master Tara 
Singh's genius came into action. He collected 
thousands of rupees from Sikh public and from 
the Gurdwara Committees for the great national 
uplift work and made the institution stand on firm 
foundations. Within less than a year admissions 
to the college began and with marvellous rapidity 
the number of students increased and today the 
attention of the travellers- passing on the Grand 
Trunk Road is sure to be arrested by the magnificent 
" ling of the Sikh National College with the 
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tricoloured flag hung over it and the admiration ot 
the renowned educationists is sure to be compelled 
by the ideal way the college runs under the 
dominating personality of khaddar-clad simple man 
Sirdar Narinjan Singh. 

Master Tara Singh by acquiring useless 
Gurdwara land for this nation-building purpose and 
collecting finances from the Gurdwara Committees 
has not only enhanced the dignity of the community 
in the educational field but has also furnished a 
proof of great organising capacity and construc- 
tive efficiency. It would not be untrue to say that 
Master Tara Singh is the one man to whom the 
institution owes its birth and its present existence. 

One is actually led to wonder and admire when 
he comes to know of his wonderful achievement as 
compared with the number of years and the 
circumstances under which they were completed. 

He has always taken the greatest interest not only 
in reforming the management of the Gurdwaras but 
also bringing them on the most modern lines and 
thus increasing their efficiency and output. The 
magnificent building of the new offices of the 
Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee at 
Amritsar is the vivid proof of this assertion and 
exquisite taste of the Khalsa. 

The Akaliy the only daily organ of the Sikhs, is 
also a standing testimony of Master Tara Singh's 
constructive efficiency. The paper has a long 
standing and ever since its start during the days of 
the Akali movement more or less Masterji had been 
the guiding man at its helm. For a long time he 
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remained its assistant editor and for an equally good 
time as the chief editor and at present he is the 
printer and publisher of the organ, 

The Akal Regiments that he organised during 
the recent years is also a great work of the leader. 
Not disputing with the aims and objects of the 
leader of the Khaksar movement it is to be 
admitted that the Khaksar organisation with their 
disciplined marches in the streets and bazars of 
the towns and villages of the Punjab was becoming a 
sort of menace to the Hindu population and it was 
found necessary to start a parallel body of the 
Sikhs to allay the panic. The great Sikh organiser 
became active at this silent demand of the 
peaceful Hindus and the Sikhs and organised the 
Akal Sena which movement soon spread to whole 
of the province* Whereas dressed in military uni- 
forms the Khaksar volunteers with their sharp- 
edged belchas were creating terror in the hearts of 
the Hindus, the Akal Regiment Volunteers with 
equally martial get-up and with long kirpans and 
strong cudgels in their hands and the cries of Sat 
Sri Akal gave consolation and satisfaction to the 
civil population. 

Needless to mention that the Government had to 
stop all these demonstrations and marches which the 
Khaksars defied and suffered heavily, 

(3) 

The one principle of Masterjfs life as he re- 
peatedly said is that 14 it is better to trust a man 
even if he betrays that trust than to create enemies 
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by distrust and suspicion/' He would very easily 
trust a man in the first instance and so long as he 
goes on proving himself worthy of his confidence 
he can expect Masterjfs friendship but the moment 
he betrays his trust his friendship with Masterji 
becomes an impossibility. 

He is a man with untiring and indefatigable 
habits* Every day of his life is full of events and at 
no time does he allow himself to take rest or his 
followers to remain inactive. He always kept a 
programme ready for the Akahs to accomplish some 
constructive work or to fight some iniquity or 
excess. From 1921 to 1926 the Akalis fought for 
the freedom of the Gurdwaras. From then onward 
they had threefold programme — Patiala dispute on 
one side, a fight against the Nehru report on the 
other and the Gurdwara reforms on the third. 
In 1930 he led them to contribute their share in the 
Civil Disobedience Movement. Then came the 
Communal Award and the agitation that he con- 
ducted from Shahdara and later carried it to whole 
of the province is a memorable thing. 

With the disappointed return of Mahatma 
Gandhi from the Round Table Conference and the 
advent of Lord Willingdon came another fight 
before the country and the Akalis took their 
rightful share in it. Immediately after that it was 
followed by Central Assembly Elections in which 
the Akalis conducted a raging tearing campaign in 
favour of the Akali and the Congress candidates. 

The April 1937 and the Provincial Autonomy 
brought forward another programme for the Akalis. 
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It was a fight against the Unionists and the Sikh 
Sirdars and in the midst of this has cropped up the 
Anti-Pakistan agitation. The last two items of the 
programme are still held by the Akalis and the 
agitation under Master Tara Singh's lead is ever 
continuing. 

He is possessed of a magnetic personality. His 
broad complexion, hts eyes full of mystic inspiration, 
his long flowing beard, his stately and impressive 
figure and his martial appearance reminds one of the 
great Sikh leaders of the Moghul age who laid down 
their lives smiling to vindicate the honour of their 
motherland and their religion, He has got a deep 
moral influence over his followers. The Akali 
workers, if ever they visit a cinema house or a theatre, 
try to conceal this fact from Masterji lest he should 
come to form some unpleasant opinion about them. 
Sirdar Gopal Singh Qaumi was telling me that once 
he was standing near Nishat Talkies at Lahore. 
Although he had not come to see the picture yet 
when he saw Masterji coming from a distance on 
the Abbott Road he at once concealed himself. 
To lead a much simple life is the ideal of Masterji's 
life and this is what he stresses upon his workers. 

He is a devoted and religious man and has his 
own earnest philosophy of life. He possesses a unique 
power of concentration. Whenever he goes to jail, 
instead of making gossips with other prisoners he 
takes to solitude and with eyes shut under the shade 
of a tree and sometimes on the branch of a tree he 
sits in a very calm mood and recites bhajan. It is 
said when he was tried in the Lahore Fort along with 
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his other companions in the famous Akali leaders* 
case, once it so happened that at the time of 
counting prisoners in the evening one prisoner was 
found missing. They looked as to who was missing 
and came to know that Master Tara Singh was not 
there, All of them went in search after him and 
found that he was sitting on a tree with eyes shut 
and absorbed in deep devotion. 

His views on non-violence are well known. As 
a policy he might deem it an expedient weapon but 
as a principle he is the strongest opponent of 
Gandhiji's creed, His famous correspondence with 
Gandhiji in this connection is a recent thing. 

He is a devoted and zealous Sikh and one 
should not expect from him to tolerate any act or 
any movement which might directly or indirectly 
interfere with the interests of the Sikh religion, Sikh 
politics or Sikh traditions. 

The Great Guru Gobind Singh explained the 
mission of his lite in these words : 

M Ye good people, remember that I was born 
,k To spread the truth, to help the righteous 
14 And to destroy those who practise evil and 

tyranny/ 1 

And in similarly inimitable verses he explained 
the ambition of his life : 

"Bless me, O Lord, that I should never fail 

to do the righteous deeds. 
*' I should not stand in fear of enemy when 
I go into the fight and with confidence 

I should go to victory* 
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44 Give me only this teaching to my heart 

that I should cherish your name only 
" And when the cup of lite is full I should lay 
down my life in the battle-field," 
And this is the lesson that he left for the 
Khalsa. He declared it the sacred duty of the Sikhs 
to lay down their lives in the honour of their country 
and religion, to protest against iniquity and oppres- 
sion and to check the tyrant even if it cost them 
their lives. 

And this is in short the principle that has 
guided Master Tara Singh's life. He has lived all 
the years of his life for his community* He has 
accumulated no wealth for his person* He has not 
climbed to the material fascinations. But certainly 
he has brought the Sikh Panth in the forefront of 
the living people and made it so strong and so 
powerful that even the terrible storms of adversities 
will find themselves helpless to shake the firm 
foundations of the Khalsa. The longer he lives the 
greater will become the solidarity of the Khalsa. 
May God help him and bestow long life upon him I 
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Postscript 



The foregoing chapters were ready on 20th of 
March, 1942, and it was greatly desired that the book 
should be out on the occasion of the third All-India 
Akali Conference to be held in the Lyallpur District 
by the end of March under the presidentship of 
Master Tara Singh but since the Conference was 
declared postponed by the President on account of 
the visit of Sir Stafford Cripps to India during the 
same dates it was considered advisable to delay its 
publication till the British Messenger had finished 
with his task. In order to make the book absolutely 
up-to-date, we simply content to give below the 
British Government's proposals brought forward by 
Sir Cripps and the reply given to him by Master 
Tara Singh and his other colleagues on behalf of the 
Sikhs and add that the Sikhs are the first in the 
country to reject the British proposals contemplating 
the vivisection of India. 

Cripps's Proposals 

" His Majesty's Government, having considered 
the anxieties expressed in this country and in India, 
as to the fulfilment of promises made in regard 
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to the future of India, have decided to lay down in 
precise and clear terms the steps which, they pro- 
pose, shall be taken for the earliest possible realisa- 
tion of self-government in India. The object is the 
creation of a new Indian Union which shall consti- 
tute a Dominion, associated with the United 
Kingdom and other Dominions by a common 
allegiance to the Crown, but equal to them in every 
respect, in no way subordinate in any aspect of its 
domestic and external affairs* 

His Majesty's Government, therefore, make the 
following declaration : 

(a) Immediately upon cessation of hostilities 
steps shall be taken to set up in India, in the manner 
described hereafter, an elected body charged with 
task of framing a new constitution for India. 

(b) Provision shall be made, as set out below, 
for participation of Indian States in the constitution- 
making body. 

(c) His Majesty's Government undertake to 
accept and implement forthwith the constitution 
so framed subject only to — 

(i) The right of any province of British India, 

0 

that is not prepared to accept the new constitution, 
to retain its present constitutional position, provision 
being made for its subsequent accession if it so 
decides. 

With such non-acceding provinces, should they ^ 
so desire, His Majesty's Government will be pre- 
pared to agree upon a new constitution, giving them 
the same full status as the Indian Union and arrived 
at by a procedure analogous to that here laid down. 
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(it) The signing of a treaty which shall be 
negotiated between His Majesty's Government and 
the constitution-making body. This treaty will 
cover all necessary matters arising out of the com- 
plete transfer of responsibility from British to Indian 
hands; it will make provision, in accordance with 
undertakings given by His Majesty's Government, 
for the protection of racial and religious minorities: 
but will not impose any restriction on the power of 
the Indian Union to decide in future its relationship 
to other member States of the British Common* 
wealth. 

Whether or not an Indian State elects to adhere 
to the constitution it will be necessary to negotiate a 
revision of its treaty arrangements so far as this 
may be required in the new situation 

(d) The constitution-making body shall be com- 
posed as follows, unless the leaders of Indian opinion 
in the principal communities agree upon some other 
form before the end of hostilities : 

Immediately upon the result being known of 
provincial elections, which will be necessary at the 
end of hostilities, the entire membership of the 
lower houses of provincial legislatures shall, as a 
single electoral college, proceed to the election of 
the constitution-making body by the system of pro- 
portional representation. This new body shall be in 
number about l/10th of the number of the electoral 
college. 

< Indian States shall be invited to appoint re- 

presentatives in the same proportion to their total 
population as in the case of representatives of British 
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India as a whole and with the same powers as British 
Indian members. 

(e) During the critical period which now faces 
India, and until the new constitution can be framed, 
His Majesty's Government must inevitably bear the 
responsibility for and retain the control and direc- 
tion of the defence of India as part of their world 
war effort, but the task of organising to the full the 
military, moral and material resources of India must 
be the responsibility of the Government of India 
with the co-operation of the peoples of India. His 
Majesty's Government desire and invite the imme- 
diate and effective participation of the leaders of the 
principal sections of the Indian people in the 
counsels of their country, of the Commonwealth and 
of the united nations. Thus they will be enabled to 
give their active and constructive help in the dis- 
charge of a task which is vital and essential for the 
future freedom of India/* 

■ 

The Reply 

Lahore Address: — 2, Curzon Road, 

23-A. Lawrence Road, New Delhi, 

Lahore. 31-3-42. 

Phone No. 7617. 

Dear Sir Stafford Cripps, 

May we begin by stating that after giving 
careful consideration to the proposals, which have 
now been published, from point of view of — 

1, India's integrity and 

2. The Sikh position 
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we find them unacceptable because :— 

1— Instead of maintaining and strengthening 
the integrity of India, specific provision has been 
made for separation of Provinces and constitution 

of Pakistan and 

2— The cause ot Sikh community has been 

lamentably betrayed. 

Ever since the British advent our community 
has fought for England in every battle-field of 
the Empire, and this is our reward that our position 
in the Punjab, which England promised to hold in 
trust, and in which we occupied a predominant 
position has been finally liquidated. 

Why should a province that fails to secure 
3/5th majority of its legislature, in which a religious 
community enjoys statutory majority be allowed 
to hold a plebiscite and given the benefit of 
a bare majority? In fairness this right should have 
been conceded to communities who are in permanent 
minority in the legislature. 

Further why should not the population of any 
area opposed to separation be given the right to 
record its verdict and to form an autonomous unit ? 

We are sure you know that Punjab proper 
extended up to the banks of Jhelum excluding Jhang 
and Multan districts, and trans-Jhelum area was 
added by conquest of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and re- 
tained by the British for administrative convenience. 
It would be altogether unjust to allow extraneous 
trans-Jhelum population which only accidentally 
came into the province to dominate the future of the 
Punjab proper* 
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We give below the figures which abundantly 
prove our contention : — 

From boundary of Delhi to banks of Ravi 
River the population is divided as follows : — 

Muslims ... 45,05,000 

Sikhs and other 

non-Muslims ... 76.46,000 

From Delhi boundary to banks of Jhelum 
River excluding Multan and Jhang districts; — 
Muslims ... 82,88,000 

Sikhs and other 

non-Muslims ... 93,48,000 

To this may be added the population of Sikh 
States of Patiala, Nabha. Jind, Kapurthala and 
Fridkot, which is about 25 lacs, of this the Muslims 
constitute barely 20% and this reduces the ratio of 
Muslim population still further. 

We do not wish to labour the point any more. 
We have lost all hope of receiving any considera- 
tion. We shall resist however by all possible 
means separation of the Punjab from All-India 
Union. We shall never permit our motherland 
to be at mercy of those who disown it. 

Yours sincerely, 
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Copy of Master Tara Singh's letter to 
Sir Sikandar Hay at Khan t Prime Minister , Punjab. 

It is ray conviction as well as that of my 
colleagues that, whatever be your personal views, 
your present efforts are directed to consolidate the 
Muslim position and to establish Muslim domination 
in the Province. It may be that your hands are being 
forced by the reactionary members of the Unionist 
Party but, so far as we are concerned, it makes little 
difference whether you have taken to this policy of 
your own accord or have been forced to do so by 
circumstances in which you are placed. 

The British Government in their desire to conti- 
nue exploitation of India was, during the last few 
years, favouring and cajoling the Muslims with the 
result that the Muslim attitude in the Punjab became 
pretty arrogant and aggressive. Ever since you 
have taken over charge of the Government, the 
conditions have distinctly worsened. For circum- 
stanced as you are, you rely for your support on 
Muslim M.L.A/s and to please them you are striving 
to give to the Muslims the same status in the 
Province as was enjoyed by the Europeans before 
your regime 

You understand very well that Sikhs will not 
submit to personal or communal inequalities or 
recognise the social and political supremacy of the 
Muslims in the Province. Hindus are disunited and 
weak* Your efforts, ever since you came into power, 
have, therefore, been directed to win over some 
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Sikhs and coerce others into submission. The Akalis 
are freedom-loving people and they imbibe the 
traditions of their community and will not be 
seduced by ambitions or threats. 

The impression that we have formed of your 
policy is based upon concrete facts some of which I 
give below : — 

(1) Kot Bhai Than Singh Affair. — Sardar 
Mohd. Nawaz is a prominent member of your party. 
He is also a first class Honorary Magistrate. He 
has been intimidating and harassing the Hindus 
and Sikhs so that all of them have had to leave their 
homes to seek shelter elsewhere. The Sewadars of 
the Gurdwara he has been molesting by every 
possible means. His employees and tenants twice 
assaulted the Sikhs in the said Gurdwara and he 
openly tried to save them from the clutches of the 
law. Murder and sacrilege and other felonious 
acts that were committed by the employees and 
servants of the Sardar on the 1st day of April, 1937, 
the day you assumed charge of office, have no 
parallel in the history or the British Administration 
in India and I am sure that the previous Punjab 
Government, pro-Muslim as it was, could not have 
suffered these acts without taking drastic action 
against the Sardar to prevent the recurrence of such 
incidents. You have slept over all this because Sardar 
Mohd. Nawaz Khan is a Muslim. Had he belonged to 

ome other community, he would have been ere 
long divested of his Magisterial powers and bound 
down to keep peace. 

(2) Gujrat Visit.— During your visit to Jalal- 
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pur Kiknan you were guest of the Pir who is the 
soul of the Muslim aggressive movement in that 
ilaqa. You also made a public speech in which you 
fixed the responsibility for giving provocation on the 
Sikhs because they had the audacity to hold a religious 
Diwan without the consent of the aggressive Muslims. 
This speech and the private talks that you had with the 
local leaders seem to have had the effect of starting 
afresh the campaign of persecution of the local Sikh 
workers by the Muslims and the local officials. 

(3) Your speeches in the Legislative Assembly 
on the Jhatka question have emboldened the 
Muslims throughout the length and breadth of the 
Province and they have begun to molest the Sikhs 
for preparing Jhatka meat. The Jandiala Sher Khan 
incidents are the outcome of the temper of the 
Muslims that your speeches and talks have bred. 
The pro-Muslim and highly coloured version of 
these incidents that has appeared in the form of the 
Government communique clearly shows the com- 
munal mentality of your Government. 

(4) In the removal of five professors from the 
Khalsa College Staff, we see your hand working. 
Sir Sundar Singh himself announced in the meeting 
of the Enquiry Committee of the Khalsa College 
that the decision for taking this step was reached 
in a meeting in which you, Nawab Liaqat Hayat, 
Maharaja Patiala and Sir Sundar Singh were present 
The object of this move appears to be to weaken 
the Sikhs by creating permanent dissensions in their 
ranks. This suspicion is further confirmed by your 
efforts to buy all those Sikh leaders who are 
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prepared to sell their community for petty 
favours. 

(5) While you profess that you are making 
efforts for establishing unity in the Province 
through Unity Committees, we apprehend as stated 
above that all this is to consolidate the Muslim 
position and to establish Muslim domination in the 
Punjab. You are cognizant of the fact that this move 
on your part will be opposed by the better mind of 
the Punjab and consequently you propose to strike at 
the Shromani Akali Dal and the S.G.P.C.. the two 
premier organizations of the Sikhs and for that 
purpose official agencies have been directed to 
supply to the Government the home addresses of 
the members of the Executive Commitees of the 
S.C^P^&no 1 the Shromani Akali DaL 
P to^ 1 ^ tSN&t^ me assure yUt'kVtit you may 
persecute us buf yj^wjll^ever succeed in crushing 
*uthe Sikh spirit and demoralising the Sikh com- 
munity. I shall appeal to you to give up this 
communal policy and work for the freedom of the 
country and the amelioration of the economic and 
social condition of the starving millions living in 
the Province. God has given you powers which 
are flowing into wrong channels. For God's sake 
rise above the limits of narrow communalism and 
work for ushering in an era of liberty, equality and 
fraternity. If you could listen to this feeble voice 
from wilderness and take to the noble work of 
liberating the country and serving the masses, my 
services and of those whom I represent will be at 
your disposal. May God help you ! 
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